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Foothills District UMC 

"Most Wonderful Time of the Year” 
 

I love this beautiful season with all the music, decorations, and gatherings. 

I often find myself humming or whistling my favorite Christmas carols.  

One of the songs that always seems to lift my spirits was written in 1963 

by Edward Pola and George Wyle. Made famous by Andy Williams, “It's the 

Most Wonderful Time of the Year" has become a Christmas classic.  Feel free 

to sing along as you read the words.  

“It's the most wonderful time of the year. With the kids jingle belling 
And everyone telling you ‘Be of good cheer.’ It's the most wonderful 
time of the year. 

“It's the hap-happiest season of all. With those holiday greetings and 
gay happy meetings When friends come to call.  It's the hap-happiest 
season of all. 

“There'll be parties for hosting; Marshmallows for toasting And caroling 
out in the snow. There'll be scary ghost stories And tales of the glories of 
Christmases long, long ago. 

“It's the most wonderful time of the year. There'll be much mistle-toeing 
And hearts will be glowing When loved ones are near. It's the most 

wonderful time of the year.” (Pola and Wyle) 

Sadly, this is NOT the MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR for all. 
For some, this is the FIRST (or maybe tenth) CHRISTMAS without mom 

or dad, grandma or grandpa, aunt or uncle, husband or wife. 
This may be the first Christmas without a child or grandchild or beloved 

friend. 

For others, it is a reminder of pain or suffering or deep sadness. 

For still others, this is the loneliest time of year. 
 

As we look back on this year, there have been a lot of challenges, crises, 

and catastrophes. 

 
Reverend Chow’s message continued on page 2… 

 



 

Many lives have been lost due to senseless violence or natural disaster. 

It seems we continue to grow more polarized in our views and perspectives. 
Some have fallen into financial ruin, emotional distress, mental exhaustion, chemical imbalance, 

relational heartache, spiritual bankruptcy. 

Many of us have endured pain and brokenness, deep sorrow, loss, and emptiness. 

Even still, others have found joy, peace, health and blessing. 
During this holy season in which we remember God’s Gift of Love to us, in the form of a baby 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, we see life with a new perspective. 
We realize that this season is not about us, or what we will get, or even what we will give. And 

it’s not simply about how wonderful we will feel at this time of year! 
It is about the God of the Universe breaking into our world of darkness and despair and 

bringing us HOPE, PEACE, JOY, LOVE and LIGHT. 

 

We are reminded of this promise in the words of the Prophet Isaiah: 
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep 
darkness a light has dawned. 
 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
  
“Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from 
that time on and forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.” (Isaiah 9.2,6,7 
NIV) 
 

May God’s gift of love and peace be upon you! 

 

 
 

 

Mark 

PHONE NUMBER FOR FOOTHILLS DISTRICT OFFICE: 

(740) 677-0136 

The United Methodist Church is founded on a Wesleyan theology of grace, anchored in Scripture, 
and based in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ and the continuing movement of the Holy     
Spirit. The #BeUMC campaign and video series honors the core values that connect the people of 
The United Methodist Church. No matter the challenges we face, God is with us, and we continue to 
have opportunities to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world! 
This grassroots effort, built upon powerful stories of congregations and people living their faith,    
celebrates what draws us to The United Methodist Church and what we aspire to be. 
 
View more stories here at West Ohio UMC's #BeUMC page 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qnM1Ye7sXrplH7ekMnEwHNeqHectyIp7lO-qUxzCvPDUviBo1dZy3GByh4fSi0xEwhlhqEqlYG6Uvlk8RR0oqfvwXT3d-o_RpN8Mq34OIWE3ZnsDRlBlP9eVSOTVRH5u03rFFT6WNTnY1b1BnBWEgjH3X5D0XZkcDZukMwVoarzvP_-XrUgZRA==&c=asKNzgKdrroMUTV-C81yKQJV_ozUJqzI899vGYg0


 

(740) 677-0136 
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Rev. Deb Oskin is an ordained pastor with the Church of the Brethren and has been doing clergy tax returns since 
1989 when her husband left seminary to pastor a small, rural Church of the Brethren congregation. As a pastor’s 
wife and later as a tax professional, she learned the tax problems and pitfalls associated with the IRS identifica-
tion of clergy as “hybrid employees.” In 2011, after 12 years with H&R Block, she left to start her own tax practice, 
specializing in clergy taxes. Clergy clients now make up 86 percent of her client base. She was ordained in 2004 
when she was called by Living Peace Church of the Brethren in Columbus, Ohio, to be their peace minister to the 
wider community.  
Deb has been a frequent presenter at West Ohio training events around clergy taxes and has prepared taxes for 
many of our clergy.  She has graciously opened this seminar to our West Ohio clergy who may be interested.  
During this five-hour webinar, you will learn a great deal about clergy tax law, tax preparation, and clergy com-
pensation. It will be a resource-full day, so plan to take care of yourself as you learn. Eat when you’re hungry. Get 
a drink when you’re thirsty. Stand up and walk around when you need to. But most importantly, ask questions! If 
you have a question, at least six other people are wondering the same thing! 
.3 CEU’s available. Cost is $40 and the registration deadline is January 18, 2023. 
 

THIS SATURDAY!! 

Held at Richland United Methodist Church, 60 Pomeroy Road, Athens 

The Foothills office will be closing to celebrate 
Christmas and the gift of the Christ Child on Friday, 
December 23 until  Tuesday, December 27. Barbara 
will be available to respond to your phone calls and 
emails after those dates. 

Saturday, January 28, 2023, 11 a.m.- 4 p.m. Information and Registration 

https://www.brethren.org/news/2022/clergy-tax-seminar-2023/
https://bethanyseminary.edu/brethren-academy/clergy-tax-seminar/


 

New Financial Courses Available for Clergy 
West Ohio clergy are encouraged to take advantage of two new courses and a two-day conference that will 

be available in 2023 through the support of the United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio. All three       

opportunities help clergy tackle the challenge of church stewardship and personal finances – and how the 

two intersect. 

Generous Church Leadership February 2023 

Beginning Feb. 6, a West Ohio clergy cohort of the Generous Church Leadership Course from Discipleship 

Ministries will be available for a nominal fee plus the cost of materials. This 6-week online course is for WOC 

Pastors who wish to develop their understanding and confidence with local church finances and help their 

congregations relate generosity to maturing as a disciple of Jesus Christ. Cost of the course is $200. The 

Foundation will cover the first $100 of course fees. Registration for this course opens on December 12 at 

www.umfwestohio.org. 

Saving Grace Clergy Edition July 2023 

Next summer, the Foundation will offer the clergy version of Saving Grace led by co-author Rev. Anna    

Guillozet. Saving Grace helps clergy address personal money concerns as well as the challenges of leading the 

church in financial matters. Participants will move through six sessions covering such topics as saving, earning, 

giving, spending, and debt, along with helpful strategies for achieving a sustainable financial life. In the clergy 

workbook, three additional clergy sections address financial issues unique to pastors, bringing together faith 

and vocation while attending to the unique financial details of living as a pastor and being employed by the 

church. The clergy workbook contains worksheets and downloadable planners. Cost for this course is only 

$18 for the workbook. Clergy who complete the class will receive $100. Registration for this class will open 

May 1 and be available on the West Ohio Conference website. 

Generosity Summit September 2023 

A two-day Generosity Summit will be help September 11-12, 2023 at Deer Creek State Park in Mt. Sterling, 

OH. Join your clergy colleagues and local church leaders from across West Ohio as well as contiguous   

Conferences for a two-day summit focused on growing a culture of generosity in the local church. Hear from 

experts in the field and relax in the beautiful environs of Deer Creek State Park. $100 registration fee. Room 

reservations ONLY by calling 740-869-2020 and mentioning the UMFWO block by July 28,2023.  
For more information on these classes or any UMFWO resource, contact Executive Director Susan Black at 

sblack@wocumc.org. 

 

Coming Events 

 

Regional Leadership Training Day 

 
Saturday, March 18 2023 
Sponsored by the Shawnee Valley and Foothills Districts 

Focus: Fresh Starts and New Beginnings 

To Be Held at Richland United Methodist Church 

More details will follow. 
 

http://www.umfwestohio.org
mailto:sblack@wocumc.org


 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

With Deep Appreciation and Thanksgiving  
Earlier this fall, eight Foothills District Churches, along with their pastors, staff and team of leaders hosted 

Regional Church Conferences.  In addition, seven elders served as Presiding Elder over these Regional 

Church Conferences.   
Each of these churches also hosted a Staff-Parish Relations Committee Training prior to each Church   

Conference. 

These willing servants provided a welcoming space for worship, fellowship, teaching and training. 
Pastors and church leaders traveled across the District to attend one (or more) of these Regional        

gatherings.       

The Word was proclaimed, ministries were celebrated, and ministry commitments were offered. 
A few others, for a variety of reasons, arranged with Elders to preside over individual charge conferences. 

In all, most churches have completed their church conference reports and are ready to move forward in 

mission and ministry in 2023.Thank you all for your willingness and cooperation! 
Host Churches  Host Pastors   Presiding Elders 
Hocking Hills UMC  Roland/Charlene Mitchell  Roland Mitchell 

Bremen UMC   Linda Ward    Debbie Nance 

Somerset UMC  Karen Walters    Karen Walters 

Gallipolis Grace UMC  Ray Kane    Ray Kane 

Marietta Christ UMC  Karen Muntzing/Cheryl Arnold Karen Muntzing 

Athens First UMC  Robert McDowell   Robert McDowell 

Rolling Plains UMC  John Alice    John Alice 

Rock Springs UMC  Walt Goble    Ray Kane 

 



 

To our churches who host Boy Scout Troops, 
We have received definitive information from Bishop Schol that the current Boy Scout 

charter agreement extensions will end December 31st.    
The options for remaining in relationship with the Boy Scouts include two different affilia-

tion agreements, or a facilities usage agreement: 
   Link to the original affiliation agreement, where the Boy Scout Council is the charter 

organization, owns the EIN and the property, and handles banking. 
   Link to an amended affiliation agreement, where the Boy Scout Council is the charter 

organization, owns the EIN and handles the banking, and the church retains possession of 

the scouting property.  

   Link to the Facilities Usage Agreement 

Our counsel remains not to use any other agreement, including charter agreements pro-

posed by the local Councils.   If your troop or Council is insistent on having you renew 

your charter, please contact Jeffrey Hunt jeff.hunt@scouting.org of the Boy Scouts of 

America (BSA), who oversees the BSA Councils across the United States, for assistance.   

Every church involved with scouting should review their insurance coverage with their in-

surer, based upon the agreement that you adopt.   Additionally,  if you choose to enter in-

to an affiliation agreement with your scout troop(s), please make sure that they abide by 

your church's safe sanctuary policy requirements. 
There still may be final questions answered after the bankruptcy court appeals process is 

exhausted in 2023.  We will keep you apprised of any other developments.  

https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=15677&qid=4328907
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=15678&qid=4328907
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=15679&qid=4328907
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=15673&qid=4328907
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 Just getting started in Lay Ministry? 

Foothills is offering a Basic Lay Servant Ministry Course: - registration available by 

contacting the Foothills office. 

If you have been working as a Lay Speaker and have not yet had your interview 
this year by the Lay Servant Ministries Team, please contact the Foothills office at 
740-677-0136. One of the requirements for renewal as Lay Speaker is an          
interview and approval by the District committee on Lay Servant Ministries. They 
can also give you good recommendations for classes being offered this year so 
that you can stay current! 

A new “helpline” to support the changing landscape of ministry launches in West Ohio today.  
Ministry is changing. While there are many great resources available to assist churches during      
specific ministry seasons and challenges, leaders often don’t know where to go to access the help. 
The Ministry Resource HelpLine was created to assist West Ohio’s near 1000 churches by    
providing friendly support to our congregations who are looking for ministry resources during this 
season of change, while also responding to emerging needs and trends. If you have questions      
concerning visioning, coaching, church  structure, leadership questions, worship, revitalization     
opportunities, staffing, new ideas, stewardship, or other emerging needs, please reach out and we 
will connect your church to helpful solutions. “During times of change and uncertainty, a consistent 
presence is so important. We want to reassure the churches in the West 
Ohio Conference that we’re listening and we’re here to support you,” 
says Brad Aycock, Office of Fresh Starts & New Beginnings.  
If your church has a question about a specific ministry topic or an  
emerging ministry related need, we invite you to email the helpline –  
resources@wocumc.org or call 380.223.9302.  

January 2023 1/21 Basic Foothills Hybrid 

          

February 2023 2/22 

Leading Prayer 

(core) 
Miami Valley Zoom 

  2/11 

Leading Worship 

(core) 
Foothills Hybrid 

          

March 2023 3/22 Polity (core) Ohio River Valley Zoom 

  3/22 Heritage (core) Northwest Plains Zoom 

  3/22 

Spiritual Gifts 

(core) 
Capitol Areas Zoom 

  3/18 

Leading Prayer 

(core) 
Shawnee Valley In-Person 

          

mailto:resources@wocumc.org


 

Disaffiliation Update 
 

On Saturday, November 19, 2022, the West Ohio Annual Conference met for a special called session of the 

Annual Conference to act on the requests to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church. 
There were 80 churches throughout the West Ohio Conference that fulfilled all the requirements, including a 

special called church conference to vote on disaffiliation, and completing a detailed checklist.  The Annual  

Conference voted to approve of their disaffiliation. 
 

Foothills District Church Disaffiliations 

In the Foothills District, there were a total of nine churches approved for disaffiliation on 11/19/2022. 

These include the following charges (churches) along with the Pastor, if disaffiliating: 

KUP Charge (Mike Adkins)  Southern Charge (Mark Mitera)  Albany (Steve Sparling) 

Kline Memorial   Bethany     Gallipolis Christ 

Pleasant Hill     Carmel-Sutton    Ebenezer Muskingum 

Union      Morning Star       
 

Please be in prayer for these brothers and sisters in Christ as they begin a new chapter in ministry. 
 

Next Round of Disaffiliations 
After completing the first round of disaffiliations, the Conference and District staff met to review the process 

used.  There were many learnings from the execution of the process laid out by the West Ohio Board of 

Trustees.  The team considered what worked well, what didn’t work as well and how the process could be 

improved. The next round of disaffiliations will continue after the first of the year with a revised set of        

disaffiliation documents.  The actual requirements will remain basically the same.  The revisions in the process 

are intended to add more clarity for all involved. 
 

And while no one is being asked to leave the United Methodist Church, we know that some may choose to do 

so.  We do ask that you seek accurate, unbiased and correct information regarding disaffiliation.   
We also ask that, as Bishop Palmer requested recently, any and all disaffiliation conversations, discussions and 

meetings be put on hold through the season of Advent and Christmas.  You may reach out to the District   

Superintendent after the first of the year to engage in the exploration, discernment or initiation of the        

Disaffiliation process.  
 

Thank you for your grace and understanding! 

Time to Switch Your Online Giving Vendor 

Online giving is an important tool for church stewardship and a recommended practice for creating a culture of 

generosity in your church. The United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio has negotiated a special 

rate for WOC churches with Vanco, the preferred vendor for all West Ohio Conference churches 

wishing to offer online giving. If your church has not yet switched to Vanco and has been using the 

West Ohio Conference online giving portal for offertory gifts, please be aware that this option will 

end on January 31, 2023.  
Since April 2020, the Conference has distributed nearly $350,000 to 107 different churches in West 

Ohio as a courtesy during the pandemic.  It’s time, however, for churches to migrate their online 

giving to        platforms designed specifically for this.  Any WOC church can access Vanco’s services at very favora-

ble terms by contacting Vanco at 800-675-7430 or by email at sales@vanco.com.   

Please let your donors know that beginning February 1, 2023, the Conference will no longer process 

online offertory giving via www.westohioumc.org. Additionally, any recurring donations that have been set 

up past this date, will need to be cancelled through the Conference treasury office by emailing Rhonda Tyree at 

rtyree@wocumc.org. 
For more information on how to incorporate online giving into your stewardship practices, please contact Maddy 
at the UMFWO at 380-223-9339 or momalley@wocumc.org. 

mailto:sales@vanco.com
mailto:rtyree@wocumc.org
mailto:momalley@wocumc.org
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Office Hours: M-F  8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  

E-Mails:      Office - foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

Mark Chow, DS -  mchow@wocumc.org  

Barbara Conover, Office Admin. - bconover@wocumc.org 

 

UM Foundation Announces Wespath as New Asset Manager 

Footnotes from the Foothills 

Prayers requested for: 
 Those who are ill and their families. 

 Those dealing with staff transitions. 

 Those churches who feel divided. 

 Rev. Katharine Riley, who is on hospice at Kimes. 

 Those recovering from recent surgery. 

 Those who feel overwhelmed with responsibility. 

 Those who grieve. 

 The people of the Ukraine, and other countries who 

are at war. 

 Those families who have lost members to mass shootings. 

 Those who are alone for the holidays. 

 

Praise for : the only Son of God, Jesus Christ, sent to earth that our sins may 

be forgiven. Merry Christmas! 

West Ohio churches and organizations that hold endowments with the UMFWO recently 

received the news that by the end of the first quarter of 2023, UMWFO will have a new asset 
manager: Wespath Institutional Investments. The decision to change providers was made after 

an extensive search and review process. The asset manager is a key partner for the         
Foundation, providing the investment services the  Foundation needs in order to offer the best 

financial solutions for churches and organizations that hold endowments with the Foundation. 
It’s considered best practice to review the manager relationship every 5-7 years. The        

Conference has worked with Huntington since about 2012.  
“We’re excited about the move to Wespath and what it means for our stakeholders,” said 
Susan Black, UMFWO Executive Director. “We are so appreciative of our long relationship 

with Huntington but know that there is much more we can offer our constituents through 
Wespath. Their performance, service offerings, and commitment to the church makes them 

the clear choice for us.” 
Wespath Institutional Investments is a highly specialized and focused investment firm with over 
a 100-year history of serving United Methodist related organizations. Investing in a manner          

consistent with the United Methodist Book of Discipline and its Social Principles is core to 
their mission and fully integrated into Wespath’s investment process. At $29B, Wespath II is 

boutique in size relative to other competitors but works with over 22 other UM Foundations. 
Transition from the current manager, Huntington Bank, to Wespath is currently under way. 

Churches wishing to start an endowment in expectation of transition may contact the Foun-

dation at 380-223-9339. Details about service offerings to be shared as transition progresses. 

mailto:Foothills@wocumc.org
mailto:rogers@foothillsdistrict.org

