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A Fresh Start
For most of my life, I have lived in a parsonage. And along with that
comes the certainty of moving to another home, church and community.
Sometimes the changes were unwelcome (e.g., moving out of a school
district right before senior year of high school), while other times they
seemed like an answer to prayer.
One move that was especially challenging occurred before my sophomore
year of high school. My mom had been taken to the hospital for a very
serious health issue. As it turned out, she was hospitalized for six weeks in
Columbus, while my Dad, siblings and I transitioned to another parsonage
three hours away in another part of the state.

One sister had just graduated from high school, while my other sister was
going to be a senior. When the time came for registering for classes,
neither my sister nor I were very excited about the prospect of being the
new kids in high school. The principal, Mr. Rupp, seeing our overall
reluctance and fear, encouraged us to get involved. In fact, he pretty much
told us that we would be in the high school choir. We wouldn’t regret it, he
said convincingly.
As it turned out, he was right! That year alone, my sister and I participated
in Handel’s “Messiah,” the spring musical, “Bye Bye Birdie,” and several
concerts. Many friendships developed through the camaraderie of the
choir, some of which remain to this day!
One of the first songs we sang was entitled, “Tomorrow’s Gonna Be a
Fresh New Day.” (Up With People, 1974) It was a simple melody with a
simple message. It had significance for our family moving that year, and
many times since.
Reverend Chow’s message continued on page 2...

In a few short weeks, we will celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is because
of what God did through Jesus dying on the cross that each of us has the opportunity for a
fresh start each and every day. Our sins are forgiven. Our debt is paid. We have the gift of life
- eternal and abundant life.
One of my favorite hymns during the Easter season (and anytime really!) is “Because He
Lives.” The words of the refrain are a reminder of the fresh start we have each day:
Because He lives I can face tomorrow
Because He lives All fear is gone
Because I know He holds the future
And life is worth the living Just because He lives
© 1971 William J. Gaither /Words and music by Gloria and William Gaither
Because He Lives, we can face tomorrow.
Each day is a brand new day, and a gift from God. Let’s cherish our time in this earthly life!

Mark

PHONE NUMBER FOR FOOTHILLS DISTRICT OFFICE:

(740) 677-0136

CAPITAL GRANT APPLICATIONS
Capital grant applications are currently being accepted from churches and charges serving the Foothills
District.
Capital project applications can be submitted to the Foothills District at any time and will be reviewed by
the Board of Directors at the meeting following application submission. This year’s application can be
obtained by contacting the Foothills office at (740)677-0136 or foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org. Eligible
applicants include UMC churches and charges of the Foothills District.

ANNUAL REPORTING DUE DATES:
Dates for Reporting Will Be Changing Across the West Ohio Conference!
Trustee Legal & Property Report
Parsonage Inspection Form
Local Church Pastor Self-Assessment Form
Pastoral SPRC Assessment Form
SMART Goal Formation Plan
Fund Balance Report (Audit)

These forms, across the West Ohio
Conference, will all be due on June 1st.
If you have completed these forms in
the past 6 months, your job is done!
Watch for an email explaining how to
complete the forms, and “Why now?”
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PHONE NUMBER FOR FOOTHILLS DISTRICT OFFICE:

(740) 677-0136

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Registration is Open for the 2022 Clergy Session
Registration is now open for Clergy Session which will be held virtually on Tuesday, May 10. This
event is only for Clergy Members and Members of the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry.
Register Here

2022 West Ohio Annual Conference
The 53rd session of the West Ohio Annual Conference will be held virtually on Friday,
June 3 through Saturday, June 4.
Registration is required and you can register here: https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2022.
Registration ends on April 20.
What if you cannot participate in this year's annual conference?
*Clergy Members: You must request permission from Chris Clough, Secretary of the Annual Conference, to be excused from the Annual Conference
session. To make your request click here.
Lay Members: If you are unable to continue your role as Lay Member to Annual Conference from your church you need to contact your pastor. Lay Members At
Large should contact your district office.
*Clergy Members must register separately for both the clergy session and for annual
conference.

For assistance in registering for
annual conference online, please
contact Barbara at the Foothills
office!

740-677-0136

Bishop Palmer Video
As many of you know there is a lot of anxiety around the postponement of the 2020 General Conference.
As a result, some have decided to take action and move forward in creating alternatives. Please prayerfully
consider your next steps and know that the Bishop and Cabinet are discerning how best to help each
congregation and clergy person.
Click the link below to watch this video message from Bishop Palmer. He addresses the issues surrounding
disaffiliation. This is the first of a series of videos of this nature from Bishop Palmer.

Click here to view Bishop's message

Title: Free Webinar: West Ohio Conference Partners with Vanco to Optimize Online Giving for Your Church
In April of 2020, the Conference provided our local churches with an online giving platform during the difficult and uncertain times of the COVID-19 pandemic. Since then, we have passed through more than $300,000 to 92 local churches. We are pleased to have fulfilled this need and trust the resources have been helpful.
We realize online giving is a long term need and would like to help you move toward a permanent solution if you have
not already done so. To help with this, we are partnering with Vanco as a successor to our local church online giving
platform.
Please join us and Vanco Thursday April 21st from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., for an on-line giving webinar that is designed to answer any questions you may have.
Vanco is the preferred denominational partner for online giving and many United Methodist Churches, including in West
Ohio are among Vanco’s 25,000 church clients.
If you want to know more about Vanco’s online giving platform, this is an excellent opportunity to consider how they
could enhance your donations and how the Conference will reduce your church’s fees.

During our webinar, Introduction to Vanco Online Giving, Vanco will…
Introduce the latest online giving tools churches use to boost giving and share their story.
Demonstrate how both members and churches benefit from online giving.
Share best practices for implementing an online giving solution, whether you’re adding one for the first time
or switching from another provider.
Highlight how Vanco partners with over 60 church management systems to simplify contribution allocation.
And more!
Please use the following link to register for this free webinar.

https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving/webinar-introducing-vanco-online-giving-0329.
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"Our identity as Christians is strengthened as we stand
in the lengthening shadows of saints down through the
centuries, who have always answered back in antiphonal
voice: 'He is risen, indeed!'" ~ Charles R. Swindoll

PHONE NUMBER FOR FOOTHILLS DISTRICT OFFICE:

(740) 677-0136

Pastor Mark Batterson | April 7 | 10-12 EST
Greetings. I pray you are well as we journey toward the hope we find in the cross. I wanted to
let you know about the upcoming Bishop Palmer’s Leadership Clinic. Bishop is excited to
welcome an experienced leader who is
known across the globe for his
entrepreneurial approach to ministry.
Pastor Mark Batterson leads National
Community Church in Washington, DC.
He’s also a New York Times Bestselling
author of 19 bestselling books, including
The Circle Maker. Read more about Mark
by CLICKING HERE.

Mark is preparing a pre-Easter training just for this Clinic titled “Re-Orientation: When
Leaders Lose Balance.” In recent years, leaders of all types of organizations have been
challenged in multiple ways. This repetitive, unpredictable rhythm has caused many of us
to experience a sense of disequilibrium. During this training, Mark Batterson will share
about some of his greatest challenges in ministry, and how God has helped him to
navigate these seasons of change. If you find yourself at a crossroads, Mark has a word for
you.
Everyone who registers will receive Mark’s book for free “Win the Day: 7 Daily
Habits to Help You Stress Less and Accomplish More.”
If you’re not able to attend the live session, everyone who registers will get
30-day access to the recording.
You’ll be invited to Bishop’s Huddle-Up, an opportunity to continue the
conversation via zoom (at a later date).
DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS April 4.

CLICK HERE TO JOIN US
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Grant Opportunity:

The Disability and Ministry Team of the West Ohio Conference, now known as the Ohio Disability
and Ministry Collaborative, is thrilled to announce a pilot grant program to fund projects for the
improvement of church accessibility in the West Ohio Conference. Churches may receive up to
$5,000.

The Ohio Disability and Ministry Collaborative would love to read and learn more about a project
your church would like to create to make your space more accessible or inclusive for people with
disabilities. You can complete the 2022 Project Pilot Grant Application now! Grants will be accepted,
reviewed, and awarded on a rolling basis until November 1, 2022, or until all available funds have been
distributed.
If your church is interested, please complete the grant application. For more information, or questions,
please email Sam Rodriguez, Director of Faith Formation and Community Engagement.
All In Community Offers Continuing Education in 2022
New in 2022, All In Community is offering continuing education units with their monthly ministry
events. From individual and organizational ministry effectiveness at the Every Second Saturday
Series to flexing your empathy muscles during Saturday Circles, each session offers interactive and
relevant learning communities.
Each All In Community offering is an easy, accessible, applicable and fruitful opportunity to earn
continuing education hours while experiencing community engagement, connection and
collaboration. Certificates of Participation with specific engagement hours for community
partners are also available. Check out the schedule on the All In Community Equipping Events
page here:
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/equipping-events
CEUs or Certificate Engagement Hours are available for:
Every Second Saturday Series :: 0.20-2.20 CEUs; 2.0-22.0
Engagement Hours
Saturday Circles :: 0.15-1.35 CEUs or 1.5-15.5 Engagement
Hours
Ministry Mondays :: 0.15-0.9 CEUs or 1.5-9.0 Engagement Hours
Doing Justice Series :: 0.125-0.5 CEUs or 1.25-5.0 Engagement Hours
All In Community continuing education units are ideal for laity, Lay Servant Ministers, Certified Lay
Speakers, clergy, and Local Licensed Pastors. For questions, contact Jami Nathan at
jami.nathan.22@gmail.com or Reba Collins at rebakco@gmail.com.

2022 Healthy Boundaries/
Clergy Sexual Ethics Training
Registration is open for the 2022 Healthy Boundaries/Clergy Sexual Ethics Training.
As stated in the Book of Discipline, all clergy are required to complete this training each quadrennium.
Registration is required and appreciated.
Training dates are as follows:
Saturday, April 30 Register here
Thursday, May 5 (Extension Ministers) Register here
Thursday, June 16 Register here

The Call is Out for Camp Counselors
Do you know a soon to be high school graduate or college-aged young person seeking employment?
West Ohio Camps is looking for leaders to be summer camp counselors. A great camp counselor is
someone who serves as an amazing mentor, facilitator, and all around go-to person for a group of
campers.
Benefits of being a camp counselor:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Development of life-long leadership skills
Life-long friendships are formed
Earn money while having fun
Flexible summer schedule (1/2 summer or entire)
Week of July 4th is an “off week”
Free lodging & food each camp week
Daily wage of $74.90 (which means they could earn over $3,000 in the summer)

Qualifications for camp counselors:
·
·
·
·
·

Minimum age of eighteen and graduated from high school
Ability to communicate Christian faith in words and deeds
Ability to work with children and youth, ages 7-18
Appreciation and respect for nature and ecology
Models the moral and spiritual standards of Christian leadership

If you know someone who loves having fun with kids and sharing Jesus, we’d love to have them on our
team! For more information check out our job listings at www.westohiocamps.org.

COMMUNITY is God’s desire for us. Please join us at Mission u 2022 as we reflect on the community
that Jesus is calling us to be!
This year, as we study Luke 13, we find ourselves in a period of disruption and uncertainty. In the midst of
a devastating pandemic, divisive political climate, unaddressed systemic racism, ecological crises and
economic turmoil, we turn to the stories of Jesus that have anchored Christian communities for two
millennia.
Our hope is that we will leave Mission u with a bigger and broader vision of the community Christ is
calling us to be in times of loss, grief and mas-sive disruption. What would be possible if we tend to the
needs of our communities in small yet radical ways, as Jesus did in Luke 13?

Save the Dates! Wednesday, July 13 - Saturday, July 16 Morning Session: online from
10am - 12noon (EST) Evening Session: online from 7pm - 9pm (EST)
Mission u Opening & Closing Worship Sundays, July 10 & 17 online 7pm (EST)
Registration Opens Online MAY 15th! at: www.westohioumw.org/mission-u

Bountiful Gardens Grown in
Appalachia Ohio through JAM
Each year, an average of 2,500 gardens are planted in Appalachia
Ohio through Jackson Area Ministries (JAM).
What began in 1972 as a way to reduce the need of a food pantry,
the JAM Garden Program has been recognized as one of the
largest garden ministries in the country.
The JAM Garden Program distributes donated seeds to those who wish to plant gardens in their backyard.
Donations come from churches throughout West Ohio and 10 conferences across the denomination.
According to director Rev. Bob Davis, one family grew beans, peppers and beets in the backyard and cherry
tomatoes in buckets on the front porch. He said, “This garden provided vegetables for the family and many
neighbors.”
This mission provides a way for those with a fixed or low income to have access to fresh and healthy foods.
Davis said, “Hypothetically, if each garden seeded produced a value of $200 in produce, this ministry's effort
has a net worth estimated at $500,000.”
If you or your congregation would like to donate seeds to this ministry, click here or email the director at
jamjar@midohio.twcbc.com.
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FOOTHILLS DISTRICT
UMC
PO Box 67
47 Johnson Rd.
The Plains, OH 45780-0067

Important Dates:
Palm/Passion Sunday, April
10th
Maundy/Holy Thursday, April
14th
Good Friday, April 15th
Easter Sunday, April 17th

Phone:

Upcoming Virtual Events:
Annual Conference,
Friday - Saturday, June 3 - 4
Upcoming Hybrid (Both Virtual and
In-Person) Events:
Spring District Conference,
Friday May 13 at 6pm at Hocking Hills UMC

740-677-0136
E-mail: Foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org

The Episcopal Office is seeking a Regional Missional Specialist to join
its team. The position is full-time, exempt, reports to the Assistant to the
Bishop, and will work remotely from home most of the time.
Please help us get the word out by sharing this job announcement with your
ministry and connectional partners and/or by posting it in your church
newsletters and bulletins.
For more the job description, click on the link: https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/
track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:6e9701e6-1a9e-46d1-bf15-b3a5a87c5eb5 .
How to Apply:

Send Resume and Cover Letter to Linda Middelberg @
lmiddelberg@wocumc.org by April 18th.
Prayers requested for:
 Those who are ill and their families.
 Those dealing with staff transitions.
 Those who feel isolated.
 Rev. Katharine Riley, who is on hospice at Kimes.
 Those who are recovering from surgery.
 Those who are receiving chemotherapy or radiation.
 Those who feel overwhelmed with responsibility.
 Those who grieve.
Praise for : the continued faith and determination of
those
serving pulpits
of the United Methodist Church.
IMPORTANT
INFORMATION
Office Hours: M-F 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Lunch 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
E-Mails:

Office - foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org

Mark Chow, DS - mchow@wocumc.org
Steve McGuire, ADS - smcguire@wocumc.org
Check us out on the Web:
www.foothillsdistrict.org

Barbara Conover, Office Admin. - bconover@wocumc.org

