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Foothills District UMC 

HMS Terror’s Chilling Lesson for  
The United Methodist Church 

One cold winter day I found 
myself lost in a dusty old book 
about the disappearance of 
Rear Admiral Sir John  
Franklin in the Canadian  
Arctic. In 1845, HMS Erebus 
and HMS Terror set sail from 
England under Franklin’s  
command. Their mission was 
to explore the Canadian Arctic 
in search of the Northwest 
Passage. The book described 
the provisions these 19th  
century explorers brought with 
them. Each sailing vessel carried an auxiliary steam engine and a twelve-day sup-
ply of coal for a long voyage. Instead of additional coal, each ship made room for a 
1,200- volume library, an organ to play Christian hymns, fine china place settings 
for officers and men, cut glass wine goblets, sterling silver flatware, and gallons of 
concentrated spirits, ale & porter. But the expedition carried no special clothing for 
Arctic conditions, only the uniforms of Her Majesty’s Navy. Tragically, in 1847 both 
ships and the entire party of 129 men disappeared into the Canadian Arctic and 
never returned. Years later Inuit Eskimos came across the frozen remains of the 
expedition and found men dressed in their finery and pulling a life-boat laden with 
place settings and boxes of chocolate. The truth is that Sir John Franklin and his 
crew had too many distractions and were totally unprepared for the multitude of 
challenges before them! Common sense should have told Franklin to have a single 
focus when attempting to travel the uncharted waters of the icy Arctic to discover 
the Northwest Passage!  
 
In just two months, the UMC Titanic is scheduled to sail full speed through another 
ice field in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Presently, we are so consumed by internal con-
flict over human sexuality and our denominational strife that we have failed to em-
body the gospel mandate to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. As a result, I predict that several of our current Foothills District 
churches won’t be United Methodist in five years. Not because they have left the 
denomination, but because they have failed to evangelize their communities and 
were forced to close their doors. Furthermore, there will be many other churches 
that will continue their downward spiral toward irrelevance and death no matter 
what denominational name they eventually place on their church sign following our 
upcoming General Conference, because they have focused on cultural or political 
advocacy and not prioritized new birth, revitalization and holiness of heart and life.  
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During the entire month of February, I encourage you to take heed of the words from Hebrews 12:1-
2, “So then, let us rid ourselves of everything that gets in the way, and of the sin which holds on to 
us so tightly and let us run with determination the race that lies before us. Let us keep our eyes fixed 
on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from beginning to end.”      
 
In what ways has your Church allowed themselves to get sidetracked and distracted by matters that 
are not core to the mission? Over the next 30 days, I encourage you to do two things: 1.) Narrow 
your focus on becoming the most Jesus loving, disciple-making and sharing Jesus’ love church you 
can be! 2.) Pray this prayer every day: “Lord Jesus, whatever it takes, please increase our resolve to 
pursue only what You call us to do. Prepare our hearts to follow Your call, equip us with the tools 
needed to accomplish Your mission and deliver us from the fragmenting effect of fruitless distraction. 
Amen.” 
 
My friends, I charge you to love Jesus, follow Jesus, grow in Jesus, be transformed in Jesus and 
share Jesus this week! I am cheering for YOU!  

 
 
 
 

Dennis W. Miller, Foothills District Superintendent 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS AND DATES! 

2019 Year-End Reports and Audits  
 

The deadline for 2019 Year-End Reports will be Friday, February 14, 2020 
Year-End Annual Statistical Reports include: 

Table 1 – Membership & Participation 
Table 2 – Church Assets & Expenses 
Table 3 – Church Income 

These will be completed per the instructions you receive with your packet in EZRA.   
 
2018 Audit forms will be mailed the first full week of January and will be due by March 15.  
 

IRS 2020 Mileage Reimbursement Rate 
 
The IRS has issued the standard mileage rate for 2020. It has dropped to .575 a mile. Make sure you 
have changed your mileage reimbursement forms accordingly in 2020. 
 
For more information visit the IRS website at: 
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-issues-standard-mileage-rates-for-2020  
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.irs.gov%2Fnewsroom%2Firs-issues-standard-mileage-rates-for-2020&data=02%7C01%7Cbbrownson%40wocumc.org%7Cf2c45a39127f4e9529fa08d78e2f24d8%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C6371342


 

Page 3 Footnotes from the Foothills 

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award, sponsored by The Foundation for Evangelism, honors United 
Methodists in each Annual Conference whose exceptional ministry of evangelism brings people into a 
life transforming relationship with Jesus Christ. What distinguishes a Harry Denman Evangelism 
Award recipient is the commitment to consistently introduce others to the Good News of Jesus Christ 
in all ministry settings. Their ministry is exceptional for the number of new Christ followers who credit 
encounters with this person as critical in helping to start or reignite their faith journey. Awards are giv-
en to clergy, laity, and youth.  
 
Click here (https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/harry-denman-evangelism-award) for more infor-
mation and to download the nomination form. Please submit nominations to mgrace@wocumc.org by 
March 15, 2020. 

Harry Denman Evangelism  
Award Taking Nominations 

Safe Sanctuaries policies prepare your congregation and its 
ministries to provide safety and care to children, youth, and 
vulnerable adults, as well as to those who serve them.  
 
We know that many churches need help creating and living 
into a Safe Sanctuaries policy, so we've expanded our team to 
provide that needed help! Every district now has Safe Sanctu-
aries Trainers who can walk alongside your congregation in 
developing, refining, and acting on a Safe Sanctuaries policy!  
 
If your church would be interested in participating in training here in the district to assist your 
congregation with the creation or revision of a policy, educating your congregation on the necessity of 
having such a policy or effectively implementing your policy, please express your interest to the district 
office so that we can arrange a training day where you can bring your leadership team or your chil-
dren’s ministry team. Contact Sherri at foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org or 888-868-1225. 

6% Increase in District  
Apportionment Giving During 2019 

 
Congratulations to the Foothills District for a 6% overall INCREASE in district apportionment giving in 
2019 over the previous year! We collected $224,171 for our district with 148 of our 165 congregations 
paying 100% of their district apportionments in full! In addition, our district collected $811,669 for 
West Ohio Conference apportionments in 2019. In total, our Foothills District congregations contribut-
ed over a million dollars to United Methodist apportionments last year! 
 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/harry-denman-evangelism-award
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
mailto:foothillsdistrict@wocumc
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There is still time to  
register for these  
training events 

 
 
Family Ties: Home, Church, and Community 
(four-session training) 

• New sessions begins Saturday, February 8, 2020, and will hosted at the   

• Sulphur Grove UMC, 7505 Taylorsville Rd, Huber Heights, OH 45424  

• Second session - Saturday, March 7, 2020 

• Third session -  Saturday, April 4,  2020 
Fourth session - Saturday, May 2, 2020 
*Each Session is from 10:00am - 3:00pm 
Cost is $50.00 per person (this includes all four sessions, lunches and materials) 
Register at https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1580 
 

 

 
Breakthrough Prayer Training 2/23/2020 hosted by Ironton First UMC (Shawnee Valley District)  
Every new movement of church renewal always begins through prayer, asking God to bring new pos-
sibilities and hope. 
Learn how to lay a foundation of churchwide prayer that will move your congregation from looking 
down and in, to up and out!   
Requirement to attend:  Your church 's team must include your lead pastor plus at least 5 persons 
who have agreed to be the implementation team for your congregation's prayer initiative after-
wards. Bring as large a team to the training event (beyond the pastor plus 5 leaders) as possible.  
We have learned through the MCCI that by bringing a team to the training of 6, 10, 15 persons or 
more - the more likely the momentum you will have to launch when you get home! 
Date: Sunday, February 23, 2020 
Time:  1:30pm-7:00pm 
Location Name:  
Ironton First UMC 
Location Address: 
101 N 5th St, Ironton, OH 45638 
Price: 
Cost: $75.00 per Team (pastor plus 5 members) $10.00 for any additional members (includes lunch 
and materials) 
Register at https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/conference/event/breakthrough-
prayer-initiative-ironton-first-umc-shv 

Prayer Concerns 

Rev. Jim Marshall—recovering from surgery. Jim serves the Southern Charge in Meigs County 
 
Tom Burrows—health concerns. Tom is the Supply Pastor at Macedonia UMC. 
 
Rev. Dee  Rader—health concerns. Dee serves Philo and South Zanesville UM Churches.  
 

https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1580
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=101%20N%205th%20St,%20Ironton,%20OH%2045638
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/conference/event/breakthrough-prayer-initiative-ironton-first-umc-shv
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/conference/event/breakthrough-prayer-initiative-ironton-first-umc-shv
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Summer Impact  
Internship  

 
Are you a college aged young adult that wants to 
make a lasting IMPACT? Consider applying to be 
an intern for Summer Impact & serve in Cincinnati, 
Ohio! 
 
As a way to deepen your love & understanding of 
God while exploring God’s call on your life, interns 
will lead groups in serving, study, worship, & reflec-
tion.  
 
Applications for this 8-week paid internship are due 
on February 15, 2020. To learn more about the 
internship or to apply visit http://
hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact-internship/ or 
email Rev. Kate Smith (ksmith@hpcumc.org) .  

Upcoming Event  
 

February 29  & March 7  

Shawnee Valley District  

Chillicothe First &  

Wheelersburg UMCs (2/29)  

and  

Hillsboro First UMC (3/7) 

 

 

Care Ministry with Justice-Involved Families - All days and times 
 
In America, 50% of all families have an immediate family member who has been involved in the justice 
system. It is even higher among those living in distressed communities. This workshop will enhance 
your care ministry for your own members involved in prison ministry in their own homes because of a 
loved one’s incarceration. You’ll also explore a couple of pathways available for you to share the love 
of Jesus with this vulnerable population.    
 
The first half of this session will provide simple steps to begin caring for crime victims and justice-
involved individuals. We will explore what it means to guide a person on the path to healing and whole-
ness following a crime. Topics covered include:  

The levels of impact following a crime  
Response needs following victimization or an arrest 
Forgiveness and shame resilience 
Victim’s rights 
 

The second half of this session will provide guidance and an existing model for working collaboratively 
in a local “Good Samaritan” ministry based on similar efforts in the Ohio River Valley District.  

http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact-internship/
http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact-internship/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shawneevalleydistrict.org%2Fdistrict%2Fshawneevalley%2F&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7C8a2fb45092f542933bed08d79b5272b2%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C1%7C63714865074879696
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The Ohio Chapter of PAUMCS 
(Professional Administrators of the 
United Methodist Connectional Struc-
ture) was a dream of Bob Storey, Co-
ordinator of Communications for the 
West Ohio Annual Conference. In 
1988 the General Conference approved legislation allowing the General Council on Finance and Ad-
ministration (GCFA) to sponsor PAUMCS. But Ohio PAUMCS did not become a reality until 1991 
when it was established at a gathering at the Green Street United Methodist Church, Piqua, Ohio in 
October of 1991.   
 
Celebrating over 28 years of service, Ohio PAUMCS is committed to its purpose of recognizing the 
position of the church administrator as a professional within the church. By providing leadership and 
educational opportunities around Ohio, the Ohio PAUMCS chapter is linking secretaries, administra-
tive assistants and volunteer staff as an effective support group in local ministry.  
 
The officers and members invite you to complete a membership application to renew or begin your 
association with a group of men and women who are committed to serving at the local church.  Individ-
ual membership is $25.00 and a staff membership is $40.00. Applications are due by February 15, 
2020 to Lorri Phile, 53 Towne Commons Way, Apt. 13, Cincinnati, OH  45215-6139.  If you have any 
questions or need an application, please email Lorri at office@cliftonumc.com . 

 
Are you called to provide medical 
care and a healing presence? West 
Ohio has opportunities for you to serve 
on medical mission teams to Mexico. In 
partnership with Manos Juntas (licensed 
Mexican Methodist Health Ministry) and 
OhioHealth, six medical teams are or-
ganizing to serve during 2020. Don't 
worry! You do not have to be a medical 

professional to participate on our teams. Teams are comprised of doctors, nurse practitioners, physi-
cian assistants, specialists, translators, nurses, pastors, dieticians, educators and helping hands will-
ing to use their talents to share the love of Christ. Some of our teams also include a construction pro-
ject for those handy with tools.  
 
Feeling called? There's a place for you! Learn more by clicking here. Find a team that works for you 
and contact the team leader. You will experience the love of Jesus in new and powerful ways through 
your service.   
 

March 18-22, 2020 — Angie Hoberg, team leader  
May 13-17, 2020 — Chad Stoltz, team leader  
July 22-26, 2020 — Stephen Sandlund, team leader  
September 23-27, 2020 — Joe Ziraldo, team leader  
November 4-8, 2020 — Jim & Kathy Currier, team leaders  

 
Questions? 
Email Chad Stoltz, West Ohio Coordinator of Medical Teams 

mailto:office@cliftonumc.com
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001deA9QGhrdXVy-c_YdYP7Wf7pPrRqyY1EbUF2QvXThi_SJdY2whDy94mpB-Wg4L5h351-GyqK5GbQJwiEqYoDT3z9wA8POssQH60w6jiDiuw8zzU5yXTZw7JITTAI-KWf2UsX0EpBj1mAA0La9_T64MQALU2xjVbX2TeC
mailto:cstoltz1984@gmail.com


 

 
PO Box 67 

47 Johnson Rd. 
The Plains, OH 45780-0067 

Phone:  888-868-1225 or  
 

740-677-0136 
 
E-mail: Foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

 
 

FOOTHILLS DISTRICT 

UMC 

Check us out on the Web: 
www.foothillsdistrict.org 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Office Hours: M-F  9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

E-Mails:      Office - foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

Dennis Miller, DS -  dmiller@wocumc.org 

Steve McGuire, ADS - smcguire@wocumc.org  

Merv Davis, Treasurer/Bookkeeper - mdavis@wocumc.org 

Sherri Rogers, Office Admin. - srogers@wocumc.org 

Do you want to be a hero? 
We're on the look out for  
awesome young people to be 
on our camp staff this summer. 
Being on camp staff in an 
amazing opportunity to make 
an impact on the faith life of 
kids! 
 
We're currently looking for 
Counselors (male and female), 
Worship Leaders, Lifeguards, 
and Challenge Course Lead-
ers. All staff are paid, have Saturdays off, and will make a difference this  
summer!  
 

JOIN OUR TEAM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We're jumping for joy because summer camp registration is now open! We are 
getting ready for a fun and exciting summer and now you can get in on the 
fun! By registering now, you can take advantage of our free payment plan and 
make monthly payments between now and May. 
 
We hope to see you for a summer filled with abundant adventure, Christian 
community, and faith formation! 
 

SUMMER CAMP INFO 

CAMP OTTERBEIN NEWS 

mailto:Foothills@wocumc.org
mailto:mohler@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:robbie@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:mdavis@wocumc.org
mailto:rogers@foothillsdistrict.org
https://www.westohiocamps.org/camp/join-our-team
https://www.westohiocamps.org/camp/otterbein/summer-camp

