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Foothills District UMC 

Moving Forward After Saint Louis 2019 
 
Although I have visited over 
40 of Vietnam’s 58 provinces, 
one place still seems surreal. 
On one of my trips, I was with 
a small American delegation 
of Methodist missionaries 
deep within Lai Chau Prov-
ince in northwest Vietnam 
near the Chinese border. We 
were escorted to the com-
munist headquarters where 
we were ushered into a large 
room. They sat us across 
from the local government 
leaders and regional police 
officers. Although we had re-
ceived written authorization 
from Hanoi to enter the restrictive northwest regions of the country, we needed lo-
cal permission to visit a small village of United Methodist Christians located high in 
the Tonkinese Alps. We were told they had not had a foreign visitor in this village 
since the First Indochina War in the early 1950s. Most didn’t even speak Vietnam-
ese but their own tribal language.  
 
Being head of our delegation and a United Methodist District Superintendent, I was 
invited to address the local government through a Vietnamese translator. As I 
stood, I noticed hanging on the wall behind me was a painting of Karl Marx and 
Vladimir Lenin and the universal communist symbol of “the hammer and sickle.” In 
that moment I was thinking the words of Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz, “We’re not in 
Kansas anymore, Toto!” Being raised in southeastern Ohio during the Cold War, I 
was taught to reject all forms of communism and to renounce evil forces of oppres-
sion. But sitting before me were simply human beings - individuals created in the 
image of God. We were not there as American politicians, but ambassadors of Je-
sus Christ, the Prince of Peace. We did not compromise our American identity nor 
our patriotic beliefs, but that wasn’t why we were there. Our sole purpose was “to 
spread scriptural holiness throughout the land.” God gave our delegation a heart 
for those local communist atheist leaders and in return they opened their hearts to 
provide access into the jungle mountain villages. Following the meeting, we 
jumped on our motorbikes and were escorted into the mountains to meet the Meth-
odist villagers and share the message of Jesus Christ, the light of world.  
 
Since my return from our United Methodist General Conference last week, I have 
written three different responses to what happened in St. Louis but then deleted 
them. The total loss of Christian decorum and civility sickened me. It felt like some-
one kicked the United Methodist Church in the gut. Our hearts hurt. I think we were 
all stunned by the outward political tactics, deceptive speeches, and mean-spirited 
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interruptions to win votes. The fruit of the Holy Spirit was not on display. Like a fighter who just took a 
left hook out of nowhere, the United Methodist Church collectively dropped to one knee. Since General 
Conference, I have felt the Holy Spirit saying to me, “You already have one knee down, it’s time to put 
the other knee down and pray. I want you to deny yourself and simply love others as Jesus loves.”  
 
My friends, this is the ancient and ultimate mark of what it means to be a Christian. And, it is what 
John Wesley said was the mark of a Methodist – staying in love with God and neighbor. It’s not an ac-
cident that 1 Corinthians begins with “divisions in the church” but ends with loving others. Paul writes 
in 1 Corinthians 13:2, “If I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.”  
 
As Lent begins, I encourage you to stand on God’s Word. But when you do and disagree with others, 
do not forfeit your witness! Remember when Jesus invited himself to Zacchaeus' house in Jericho, he 
didn’t condone his tax collecting. He simply loved him by being with him, listening to him, perhaps eat-
ing with him. Later Jesus said speaking of Zacchaeus, “Today salvation has come to this house, be-
cause this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” Quit 
whining as if the gospel were not having an impact on the world and you were baptized in lemon juice! 
A charge to keep you have! Start loving people as Jesus loves them! 
 
As an evangelical United Methodist, I can relate to the story of Father Avery Dulles, a conservative 
Catholic priest, who was asked to officiate at mass for a community of self-described “progressive 
Catholics.” When Father Avery arrived, he noticed that the lectern from which he was to be speaking 
had a banner hanging in the front declaring “Love is God,” which made Father Avery’s blood curdle. 
Father Avery informed the leader who had just greeted him that he was not comfortable speaking with 
what was basically a heretical statement hanging in front of him. Love is not God; God is love, but love 
is not God. But the leader said, “Sorry, but that banner has to stay.” What did Father Avery do? Did he 
storm out of the building? No. Instead before the service he went into the men’s room. He got a paper 
towel, just big enough to cover the word “is” on the banner. He also happened to have a paper clip in 
his pocket. When it came time to speak Father Avery told the audience that he wanted the banner in 
front of his lectern to capture the theme of his message. He leaned over and covered the “is” with the 
paper towel, and stuck that paper clip on there. He then preached an enthusiastic message for them to 
“love God” in all of their words and all their deeds. Fixing heresies can be pretty complex, but some-
times it’s as easy as finding a paper towel and having a sense of humor.  
 
Even if those around you don’t speak your language, you may still shine the Light of Christ! During this 
holy season of Lent, may you put the other knee down and pray. May you love people as Jesus does. 
And may you radiate God’s joy to the ends of the earth, even in a remote mountain village in northwest 
Vietnam! 

 
 
 
 

Dennis Miller 

Harry Denman Evangelism Award Nominees Sought 
 
The Harry Denman Evangelism Award, sponsored by The Foundation for Evangelism, honors United 
Methodists in each Annual Conference whose exceptional ministry of evangelism brings people into a 
life transforming relationship with Jesus Christ.  What distinguishes a Harry Denman Evangelism 
Award recipient is the commitment to consistently introduce others to the Good News of Jesus Christ 
in all ministry settings. Their ministry is exceptional for the number of new Christ Followers who credit 
encounters with this person as critical in helping to start or reignite their faith journey. Awards are given 
to clergy, laity, and youth.  Nomination Form.  Information Please submit nominations by March 31.  

http://foundationforevangelism.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/DENMAN-AWARD-NOMINATION-FORM-2018.pdf
http://foundationforevangelism.org/harry-denman-evangelism-award/


 

Page 3 Footnotes from the Foothills 

This spring, please plan to join the Deacons of the West Ohio Conference for the 
2019 Deacon Formation Event and Order of Deacons' Gathering. The event will 
be held Friday, March 29, 2019 - 5:30 pm to Saturday, March 30, 2019 - 4:00pm 
sponsored by the West Ohio Conference 
 
All Deacons in any status, Provisional, Ordained, Retired, and Exploring in West 
Ohio and throughout the Connection are welcomed to participate. This event will 
meet the Book of Discipline requirement for a Deacon Formation Event. Please 
note that in order for this event to count as a formation event toward ordination 

as a full member deacon, participants must attend both Friday night and all-day Saturday.  
 
Our featured presenters are Bishop Gregory Palmer, Presiding Bishop for West Ohio and Rev. Michelle 
Foster, a Deacon from the Western North Carolina Conference who specializes in Self Care and 
Healthy Boundaries Training. Providing leadership to the work of a Deacon and updates on how Dea-
cons will move forward are Rev. Rachel Miller, Chair of the Division of Deacons and Rev. Benji Sayre, 
Chair of the Order of Deacons. 
 
“Moving Forward Together” is our theme as we revisit the work of the Deacon in varying states of 
relationship and unpack the decisions of the General Conference of 2019. Our time together will begin 
on the beautiful campus of the Methodist Theological School in Ohio with Dinner on Friday, March 29 
and resume on Saturday morning, March 30 at The West Ohio Conference Center. The cost for the 
event is $50.00. We hope that you will Save the Dates and plan to join us. 
 
For those who need overnight accommodations, we have rooms blocked at the Marriott Residence Inn 
in Worthington. Please note that you are responsible for your own hotel costs and associated fees. The 
nightly rate is $79.00 plus tax.  
 

DEACON FORMATION EVENT 

JACKSON AREA MINISTRIES GREEN THUMB PROJECT 
 
Since 1972 Jackson Area Ministries has been distributing vegetable seeds to persons and/or fami-
lies.  This ministry enables the growers to increase both the quantity and the quality of their available 
food. The number of gardeners continues to increase in the 18-county area we serve in southeast 
Ohio.      
 
Seed collection is underway now.  Consider collecting seed packets at your church.  
 
Send Contributions of seed or money to:   

JAM GARDENING 
Jackson Area Ministries  

119 McKitterick Ave 
P.O. Box 603 

Jackson, Ohio 45640 
 
                           Deadline for seeds: APRIL 15, 2019 
 
We also schedule volunteers to help sort and count the seeds beginning in early April. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL, 1-888-237-3141 or E-mail: jamjar@midohio.twcbc.com 
 

mailto:jamjar@midohio.twcbc.com
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2019 WEBINAR SCHEDULE 

March 30 
 
Come experience a community of healing and explore ways you can plants seeds of hope, love, and 
healing right where you are at one of the Creating a Community of Healing training sessions. Details 
and registration available under “Events” on the West Ohio Conference Website.  
 
 

April 9 

Juvenile Justice Engagement 

Let’s invest in the next generation of citizens. This Webinar will provide an overview of the Department 
of Youth Services, the current trends in the rehabilitation of youthful offenders, and opportunities for 
ministry with this population involved in the criminal justice system. Webinar presenters: Department of 
Youth Services professionals 

HOPE Letters 
Training  

 

March 16  
9:30-11:30am, The Plains UMC  
2:30-4:30pm, Faith UMC, Zanesville  
 
“Let me tell you how valuable a letter is…”  
– James Clay, Grace UMC (Dayton)  
 
The gift of a letter or card can have a profound impact on people in prison who feel forgotten by the 
world, and perhaps, by God. The good news is, anyone can write letters or sign cards. It’s an easy 
way to make a big difference in someone’s life.  
 
The Foothills District United Methodist Women invite you to come learn about how we can send 
hope to a neighbor in need with HOPE Letters. This is a pilot project in partnership with the Restored 
Citizens Network (Zanesville) and the Athens County Reentry Task Force. You do not need to be a 
United Methodist Woman to participate. Men who wish to start their own HOPE Letters group are en-
couraged to attend. The more of us who come together for this challenge, the more people in prison 
we can impact.  
 
To register or for more details, contact Carlene Triplett at carlenetriplett@yahoo.com or  
614-439-0685 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fevents%2Fconference%2Flist&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7Ce4ea141b2af340d5b80008d69da6b0ff%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636869736603960665&sdata=rKYH
mailto:carlenetriplett@yahoo.com


 

 
 

Page 5 Footnotes from the Foothills 

TARRP Spring Program  
The Town and Rural Resource Programming Consortium of East & West Ohio Conferences invite 
Small Membership Church Members & Pastors to envision how your local church can transform your 
community and the world. 
 

April 27, 2019 at Pleasant Grove UMC (Muskingum Co.)  
400 Pleasant Grove Road, Zanesville, OH 43701 

 
Topics of the day will include:  
 How can small membership local churches transform our communities and the world? 
 How your church can be more effective, be supported in moving toward revitalization,  
 and make new places for new people. 
 How small membership church members can engage in faithful lay ministry 
 How the decisions made at the Special Session of the General Conference will be lived out  
 With the appointment season in full swing, District Superintendents answer your questions about 

The UMC and your local setting(s) 
 
Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. and worship starts promptly at 9:00 a.m. In the morning Bishop 
Malone will share and there will be a District Superintendent Panel to include Gail Angel & Bradley 
Call of East Ohio and Linda Middelburg & Brent Watson of West Ohio. 
 
In the afternoon the topic will be Faithful Lay Ministry.  
“Faithful Ministry—The people of God, who are the church made visible in the world, must convince 
the world of the reality of the gospel or leave it unconvinced. There can be no evasion or delegation of 
this responsibility; the church is either faithful as a witnessing and serving community, or it loses its 
vitality and its impact on an unbelieving world,”    (¶ 130, 2016 Discipline). 
        
• What are all the types of lay ministry? 
• How can pastors support and encourage the giftedness of the laity? 
• How can laypeople encourage and support each other’s giftedness? 
 
 
Bishop Tracy S. Malone, Resident Bishop East Ohio Conference   
 
Bishop Malone was assigned to the East Ohio Conference of The United 
Methodist Church effective September 1, 2016.  
 
Malone serves on the Boards of Trustees at the United Methodist-affiliated 
colleges, seminaries and organizations in East Ohio. She also is currently 
the president of the General Commission on the Status and Role of Wom-
en, is a member of the Board of Directors of The Connectional Table of 
The United Methodist Church, and is a member of the Board of Trustees 
of Africa University.  
 
Malone has a Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies and Sociology, with a 
minor in Computer Science, from North Central College in Naperville, Illi-
nois, a Master of Divinity from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Evanston, Illinois, and a Doctorate of Ministry from United Theological 
Seminary in Dayton, Ohio.  
 
She and her husband Derrick are the parents of two daughters. 
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Cost for the day is $25 per participant or $20 per person with 3 or more from the same church/
charge.  Registration Deadline is April 15, 2019.  
 
To register, send registration with check to TARRP, c/o Rev. Jeff Ridenour, 260 Main St., Helena, OH 
43435. Additional questions, call, text or email Jeff at 419-308-5678 or jeffridenour@outlook.com 
 

 
Town and Rural Resource Programming is a consortium of clergy from 
East and West Ohio Conferences dedicated to providing educational 
opportunities and ministry enhancement programs to town and country 
congregations across the state of Ohio. Our mission is to create work-
shops/academies/trainings that develop stronger leadership in town, 
country, and rural settings, to create more effective proclamation, nurtur-
ing, and outreach for the transformation of the world in Jesus’s name. 
Trainings are offered to you at a greatly reduced cost, offset by your ap-
portionment dollars through grants from East and West Ohio Confer-
ences. 
 

Registration is now open for Summer Camp 2019!  
 

It may be cold outside but we are getting ready for our best summer yet at Camp Otterbein! New for 
summer 2019, a second week of Culinary Camp for older campers and a second week of Treehouse 
Paradise for younger campers.   
 
The theme this summer is Relentless: God's love has no end. Each morning we will learn about 
God's relentless love, devotion, freedom, truth, and mission. In the evening we will learn how we can 
pursue God in the same way. 
 
You can find out more information and register here. 
 

mailto:jeffridenour@outlook.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestohiocamps.us19.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7bbcae04ca7a3b855161c9ce4%26id%3D03680691c9%26e%3Ddaa9958fe0&data=02%7C01%7Cfoothillsdistrict%40wocumc.org%7C6eeef351378c4db738f108d67581
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Discover the Fundamentals of your Wesleyan Heritage 
and learn to minister in the power of the Holy Spirit. On 
April 3-6, 2019 at United Theological Seminary in 
Dayton, Ohio the Methodist School of Supernatural 
Ministry Live will be held.  
 
Topics include 
• Why are Signs, Wonders and Miracles important? 
• What is Your Worldview? 
• The Supernatural History of Methodism 
• The Holy Spirit in Scripture 
• Growing in the Gifts of the Spirit 
• Developing intimacy with God 
• Holiness and Power 
• How God Increases the Anointing 
• Inner Healing & Deliverance 
• Being Baptized in the Spirit 
 
Speakers include Dr. Peter Bellini, Rev. Dr. Frank  
Billman, Dr. Peggy Bird, Dr. Luther Oconer, Dr. David 
Watson with worship leader Jonathan C. Dow.  
 
The schedule is as follows: 
Wednesday: 7-9 p.m. 
Thursday—Friday 8:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—noon 
 
The cost is $185 by March 1, 2019 and $200 after that.  
 
Continuing Education Unites will be available for pastors and Certificates of Completion will 
be available for Lay Servants and Certified Lay Ministers at the event. CEU’s and Certificates 
of completion are available through ARM at no charge or through United for $20, payable on 
site.  
 
Sponsoring groups include Aldersgate Renewal Ministries, United Theological Seminary and 
West Ohio Aldersgate Renewal Ministries.  
 
For more information contact Ann Peat, 614-890-3802 or annpeat@columbus.rr.com 
 
You may register online at: aldersgaterenewal.org/mssmlive 
 
 
 

MSSM—The Methodist School of  

Supernatural Ministry live 

mailto:annpeat@columbus.rr.com
aldersgaterenewal.org/mssmlive
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Next Generation Leadership Ministry Interns 
 

It is with great pleasure that we announce the opening of the 
Next Generation Leadership Ministry Intern Application process. 
Since its inception, the Next Generations Leadership Ministry 
Interns have been able to discern calls to Ministry and Service in 
a variety of ways. The pay for the Internship is $4600.00 during 
the summer, starting May 20 and ending July 29. Internship 
placements are with engaging local churches throughout the 
West Ohio Conference and include trips to local Ohio Seminar-
ies as well as in the Mid-Western part of the United States. Ap-
plicants must be college students who are available for the dura-
tion of the Internship. Please encourage students who have ex-
pressed a desire to explore a call to ministry and/or service to 

apply at www.westohioumc.org. The Application Deadline is March 6, 2019. For questions, please 
email Rev. Donnetta Peaks,dpeaks@wocumc.org or call 614-844-6200, 314.  
 
Next Generation Leadership Ministry – Mentor and Host Church Application  
The Next Generation Leadership Ministry Program is now taking applications for Mentors/Host 
Churches for the summer of 2019. For clergy and congregations with a passion for developing young 
leaders, this is a great opportunity to mentor a young person who has a desire to serve in the church 
and explore a call to ministry. The applications are located here. For questions, please contact Rev. 
Donnetta Peaks, dpeaks@wocumc.org or call614-844-6200, 314.  

 
Job Opening – Intern Coordinator  
The Next Generation Leadership Ministry Intern Program is now taking applications for an Intern Coor-
dinator. This position is full-time, May 13 - August 3 with the potential to be part-time August through 
May 2020. Interested persons should submit a Resume with a cover letter to Rev. Donnetta Peaks, 
dpeaks@wocumc.org. Please click here for the Job Description.  

Culinary Retreat at Camp Otterbein 
 
Kids aren't the only ones who need camp. Sometimes adults need a getaway too! That is why a spe-
cial retreat has been planned at Camp Otterbein to cater to those who love to cook. The first ever Ot-
terbein Culinary Retreat is planned for March 29-31. Participants will spend the weekend cooking, 
baking, and tasting new foods while enjoying spring beauty on Camp Otterbein's picturesque campus. 
You will earn timesaving and prepare ahead techniques, and even prepare a frozen meal for four to 
take home.  
 
This event is open to adults 18+ and youth 16-18 accom-
panied by a parent. 
 
Camp Otterbein is located just outside Logan, Ohio in the 
beautiful Hocking Hills region.  
 
Registration is now open.  Register here! 
 
Cost of the retreat is just $80. 

http://www.westohioumc.org
mailto:dpeaks@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/2019-next-generation-leadership-mentor-host-churches
mailto:dpeaks@wocumc.org
mailto:dpeaks@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pdf/page/2019-ngl-intern-coordinator-job-description_1.pdf
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/culinary-retreat-will-be-march-29-31-camp-otterbein


 

 
PO Box 67 

47 Johnson Rd. 
The Plains, OH 45780-0067 

Phone:  888-868-1225 or  
 

740-677-0136 
 
E-mail: Foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

 
 

FOOTHILLS DISTRICT 
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Check us out on the Web: 
www.foothillsdistrict.org 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Office Hours: M-F  9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

E-Mails:      Office - foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

Dennis Miller, DS -  dmiller@wocumc.org 

Steve McGuire, ADS - smcguire@wocumc.org  

Merv Davis, Treasurer/Bookkeeper - mdavis@wocumc.org 

Sherri Rogers, Office Admin. - srogers@wocumc.org 

Prayer Concerns 

Pray for the family of Rev. Gay Blau on the death of her mother, Betty 
Thornton who passed away on February 15 at the age of 94.  
 
Condolences may be sent to Pastor Blau at 20 N. Buckeye Street, 
Crooksville, OH 43731 

West Ohio Camps are Looking 
for Counselors for this Summer.  

 
West Ohio Camps is looking for leaders to be 
counselors at our three camps this summer. A 
great camp counselor is someone who serves as 
an amazing mentor, big sibling, facilitator, manag-
er, and all-around go-to person for a group of 
young people. While you serve the Lord and share 
yourself with the youngsters, you can reap the 
many benefits as well. You will build leadership 
skills, enjoy the outdoors, boost your resume, and 
get paid to have fun!  
 
Join The Team   

mailto:Foothills@wocumc.org
mailto:mohler@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:robbie@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:mdavis@wocumc.org
mailto:rogers@foothillsdistrict.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Fb_J-AP4L426Rq5TRUNugkGXDr6VNAn-zSSJdPXZWvRgFN8wN3h-x4pKhGr44WeXSvUUoUdDvn9Mn2xBDPQspoioX3-aaVJJF1jcoIj_koUQXtAkChFLn4Qm2mi3CWuFbe_Qde8iO1Yy0RPiIxLAJuDbnlszr08Twxk2d

