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I invite all of our brothers and sisters 
in the Foothills District  to be part of 
our annual Leadership Development 
Day at First UMC in Athens on  
Sunday, February 10th from 2:30pm to 6:00pm.  
 
The afternoon will be filled with great presentations on pertinent topics for 
ministry in your local church. We have invited Dr. Mike Davis from the Ohio 
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction as our keynote speaker. Dr. 

Davis, a native of Gallipolis, is Chief of the Office of 
Reentry for the ODRC. He is also Religious Services Ad-
ministrator for the ODRC and works with the Wardens to 
provide supervision of the chaplains for the entire State 
of Ohio.  Jesus said, “I was in prison and you came to 
visit me.” (Matthew 25:36). The United Methodist 
Church’s compassion for the incarcerated dates back to 
John Wesley’s deep involvement in prison reform in the 
late 18th century when he advocated for a humane pris-
on system. Following Dr. Davis’ keynote address, he will 

offer a workshop with Reba Collins to help prepare our congregations to 
minister to all parties touched by the criminal justice system – victims, of-
fenders, and the families of both. 
 
In addition, author and church consultant Jason Moore will be with us to of-
fer the following workshops: 1.) “Creative Worship Planning for The Small 
and Medium Size Church” 2.) “Five Things Your Visitors Are Thinking but 
Won’t Say”.  
 
During the final hour, I will lead a training for all S/PPRC members. Among 
the topics covered will be: Pastoral care for the pastor and family, handling 
complaints and conflict, annual evaluations, compensation requirements, 
vacations/renewal/days off/continuing education, pastoral appointments and 
transition. 
 
The event is free, but we are encouraging individuals to register in advance.  
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Going All In in Your Community—Reba Collins & Mike Davis  
 

Join Reba Collins & Mike Davis to learn how and where you can offer faith-
filled hope and provide Jesus’s healing touch in local lives involved in the 
criminal justice system and beyond. Learn how you can do for one what you 
wish you could do for everyone through strategic community efforts. Explore 
several new Foothills District ministry opportunities for developing transforma-
tional relationships with All In Community populations. Together, let’s make 
the hills alive with hope and healing!  
 
 

Creative Worship Planning for the Small and Medium Size Church 
 

Jason Moore  
 

Use media in worship? No video capabilities at all? Praise band? No 
praise band? No problem! Jason Moore will offer ideas to add creativity to 
the worship experience regardless of your church’s technical limitations, 
worship style, or attendance. This is not creativity for the sake of creativi-
ty, but creativity for the sake of transformation. He will also talk about wor-
ship planning and working with a worship team. Come prepared to be en-
ergized and inspired to create deep, meaningful, and lasting creative wor-
ship!  
 

Five Things Your Visitors are Thinking, But Won’t Say—Jason Moore  
 

Without really meaning to be, most churches are blind to the visitor experience. From unspo-
ken rituals, to maze-like facilities, worship can be very intimidating for guests. Jason Moore, 
consultant and frequent “secret worshiper”, will guide you through the top 5 questions on the 
minds of visitors, and how to more effectively invite them into an experience worth returning 
to. Radical hospitality is within the reach of any and every church. 
 
 

S/PPRC TRAINING  - DS Dennis Miller  
 

The training will cover an overview of S/PPR roles and responsibilities. 
Among the topics covered will be: Pastoral care for the pastor and family, 
handling complaints and conflict, annual evaluations, compensation  
requirements, vacations/renewal/days off/continuing education, pastoral 
appointments and transition.  
 
 

You may register for this event online here, email the Foothills District 
Office at foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org or call Sherri Rogers at 888-868-
1225. Please be prepared to choose two of the four workshops when registering.  
 

This event promises to be well worth your time investment. I encourage your presence and 
participation. 
 

All the best in Christ Jesus,  
 
 
 

 
Dennis Miller 

https://www.foothillsdistrict.org/district/foothills/event/fth-leadership-development
mailto:foothillsdistrict@wocumc
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2019 SPECIAL GENERAL CONFERENCE  
 
Please share information with congregation.  
 
If you missed “The Way Forward” Meeting with Bishop Palmer last Sunday in Jackson, we were 
asked to continue to pray for the West Ohio Delegates to the Special General Conference in Febru-
ary. We were also asked to pray for the entire process. The Conference will be held in St Louis Feb-
ruary 24-26, 2019.   
 
If you could take 4 minutes daily to stop and pray, it has been suggested to do that either at 2:24 
a.m. or 2:24 p.m. - coinciding with the beginning date of the conference (2/24). 
 
Many have asked for the names and contact information for the West Ohio delegates so they can 
reach out to them with questions, comments, encouraging words and prayers. This link will take you 
to an e-mail form where you can contact any or all of the delegates:   
 
EMAIL FORM TO CONTACT WEST OHIO DELEGATES 
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/webform/contact-west-ohio-delegation 
 
Read more on the Special Session: 
 
2019 SPECIAL SESSION INFORMATION (westohioumc.org)  
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/2019-special-session-general-conference 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/webform/contact-west-ohio-delegation
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/2019-special-session-general-conference
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2019 Spring Lay Servant Trainings 
 

The spring classes for Lay Servant Ministries training will be held in March at Coburn UMC in  
Zanesville, Ohio.  
 

The first step toward becoming a Certified Lay Servant starts with Basic Training. Introduction to Lay 
Ministry—Basic Course will be offered Friday and Saturday, March 29-30. Participants must attend 
both the Friday and Saturday sessions. The sessions are held from at 7:00-10:00 p.m. on Friday with 
registration beginning at 6:00 p.m., then continuing on Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Individuals 
must be approved by their pastor and Charge Conference or administrative body prior to attending.  
Go to “application”  to complete an application if you have not already done so.  
Then go to Basic Course Registration to register.  

 

 
Advanced courses will be held on March 30. The CORE course for those seeking 
status as a Lay Speaker is “You Can Preach aka Go Preach”, led by Rev. Dr. Walt 
Goble. The course is designed for those who have not completed formal preaching 
training, for pastors seeking a basic refresher course, and for others who are called 
upon to preach in a pastor’s absence. This course offers practical tips and theory to 
support the practice of preaching as well as connecting the sermon with the people. 
It also addresses preaching for special occasions, such as funerals and weddings. 
To register go to You Can Preach 
 
 
 

The second advanced class will be “Lay Servants Lead in Conflict Resolu-
tion” let by Rev. Steve McGuire. Every church deals with conflict, both healthy 
and unhealthy, and lay servants can be equipped and empowered to help lead 
through those times of conflict as a time of transformation. This course offers 
ways to turn conflict to purpose and restore people and relationship to build 
changed community in Christian context.   
To register go to Conflict Resolution 
 
 

Year-End  
Notifications 

 
All pastors and church offices should have received their statistical 
reports and year-end report forms in the mail in December.  Each 

church is required to submit statistical reports to the West Ohio Annual Conference annually. 
This information is submitted online through General Council on Finance and Administration's 
EZRA database system.  Each church can log on to the database, print their 2017 information 
and instructions for reporting 2018 information.   
DEADLINE FOR REPORTING IS FEBRUARY 9.   
 

Audits/Fund Balance Reports are due by  March 15, 2019. These reports may be submitted 
online at www.westohioumc.org by your church’s Church Data Administrator. Copies are NOT 
to be mailed to the West Ohio Conference Office. 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/certified-lay-servant
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/lay-servant-ministries/district/foothills/event/fth-introduction-lay-ministry-basic-course-0
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/lay-servant-ministries/district/foothills/event/fth-you-can-preach
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/lay-servant-ministries/district/foothills/event/fth-lay-servants-lead-conflict-resolution
https://www.westohioumc.org
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REFRESH YOUR SOUL  
 

Refresh Your Soul is an annual conference created 
to inspire caregivers, health ministry volunteers, and 
health care professionals with renewed energy and 
encouragement for their work and to equip them 
with skills to build confidence and provide high qual-
ity care.   
 
Contact hours can be earned by attending this event.   
 
All registrations include continental breakfast, box lunch and event materials.  In lieu of a box 
lunch, registrants can attend one of three private, group luncheons with a conference speaker 
for an additional cost of $30.00. Seating is limited so register early for this exclusive opportuni-
ty. A description of each topic is available at  parishhealthministry.com/RYS.   
 
The conference will be held on Monday, March 18, 2019 from 9 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.  At The Cintas Center 
at Xavier University in Cincinnati, Ohio.  
 
Keynote Address:  Living with Meaning and Purpose 
By tracing the life and work of the “Saint of Calcutta”, Kathryn Spink, her authorized biographer, 
will explore what made her care of the poor, the sick and the dying so exceptional -the priority 
she gave to dedication compassion, respect for difference, and being humbly and fully present 
to the individual; her identification of the need to meet emotional and spiritual problems, and her 
emphasis not so much on prolonging life at all costs, as on enabling people to die with dignity 
and surrounded by love. Doing “small things with great love” was a transforming principle that 
gave meaning and purpose to her life and one she stressed was accessible to all.   
 
Also featuring healthy aging experts Rabbi Abie Ingber, Leah Sarris and Kay Frances. Rabbi 
Ingber will speak on “The Purpose of Life is a Life of Purpose”. Sarris will present “Food as Med-
icine” and the groundbreaking research in culinary medicine. Frances will share “Aging with Zest 
and Vigor” discussing effective ways to cope with stress and leave you laughing.   
 
For more information or to register, go to Refresh Your Soul 2019. 

2019 WEBINAR SCHEDULE 

Feb. 12:  Faith-based Advocacy Best Practices 
This Webinar will expand on the service to advocacy principles taught in the Advocacy 
Made Easy Webinar. It will target individuals who are new to faith-based organizing and 
advocacy work. Presenter: Wendy Tarr 

April 9:  Juvenile Justice Engagement 
Let’s invest in the next generation of citizens. This Webinar will provide an overview of 
the Department of Youth Services, the current trends in the rehabilitation of youthful of-
fenders, and opportunities for ministry with this population involved in the criminal justice 
system. Webinar presenters: Department of Youth Services professionals 

http://parishhealthministry.com/RYS
https://www.episcopalretirement.com/parish-health-ministry/refresh-your-soul-conference


 

 
 
Spirit and Truth and The Pohly Center of United Theological Seminary (united.edu) are excited to part-
ner together and announce the first ever Spirit & Truth Conference coming to Dayton, Ohio from March 
7-9, 2019! 
 
This conference is designed for pastors, church leaders and any follower of Jesus that wants to seek a 
renewal of mission, outreach and discipleship in the 21st century church. Come get equipped, be en-
couraged and worship together! The Spirit & Truth Conference is a chance to learn from respected 
teachers on ways to spark a new movement of back-to-the-basics, full-time, power-infused, multiplying, 
Christianity! 
 
Conference speakers will include internationally recognized missional expert Alan Hirsch, and 
Wesleyan discipleship expert and writer, Kevin Watson. Also featured will be Peter Bellini, Marion 
Hayes, David Watson, Scott Kisker, Maggie Ulmer, Rosario Picardo, and Matt Reynolds. Special music 
guests from Nashville, TN, Christen and Michael Ball and their band will join us to lead in worship. This 
is a power-packed opportunity you can’t afford to miss! 
 
The Spirit & Truth conference will be hosted at Stillwater UMC located at 6911 Frederick Pike in Day-
ton, Ohio. Complete details are available at spiritandtruth.life/conference. Registration is open now! 
Seating is limited and early bird pricing is available, so don’t wait to register. The cost is $79, $69 if you 
register by January 1. Students (high school, college and seminary) is $49. Course credit and CEU’s are 
available through United for this event. 

Page 6 Footnotes from the Foothills 

IF: Athens Ohio invites you to join them at The Plains UM Church for a Women’s Conference on Fri-
day and Saturday, February 8-9, 2019.  
 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. of Friday and the conference runs from 7:00-10:00 p.m. Saturday the confer-
ence begins at 9:30 a.m. and goes until 6:00 p.m.  
 
The cost is $15 and includes snacks both days and lunch on Saturday. Scholarships are available as 
needed.  
 
The Plains UM Church is located at 3 N. Plains Rd., The Plains Ohio. To register, go to  
ifathensohio.iflocal.com/ 
 
IF: Athens, OH has always been about building relational bridges between women from different 
church families and building up the body of Christ through encouragement and unity. Their goal is that 
women would be strengthened in their own walk with God and united in the pursuit of His purpose.  

Women’s Conference Hosted by The Plains UMC 

http://united.edu/spirit-truth-conference/
ifathensohio.iflocal.com/
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Discover the Fundamentals of your Wesleyan Heritage 
and learn to minister in the power of the Holy Spirit. On 
April 3-6, 2019 at United Theological Seminary in 
Dayton, Ohio the Methodist School of Supernatural 
Ministry Live will be held.  
 
Topics include 
• Why are Signs, Wonders and Miracles important? 
• What is Your Worldview? 
• The Supernatural History of Methodism 
• The Holy Spirit in Scripture 
• Growing in the Gifts of the Spirit 
• Developing intimacy with God 
• Holiness and Power 
• How God Increases the Anointing 
• Inner Healing & Deliverance 
• Being Baptized in the Spirit 
 
Speakers include Dr. Peter Bellini, Rev. Dr. Frank  
Billman, Dr. Peggy Bird, Dr. Luther Oconer, Dr. David 
Watson with worship leader Jonathan C. Dow.  
 
The schedule is as follows: 
Wednesday: 7-9 p.m. 
Thursday—Friday 8:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—noon 
 
The cost is $185 by March 1, 2019 and $200 after that.  
 
Continuing Education Unites will be available for pastors and Certificates of Completion will 
be available for Lay Servants and Certified Lay Ministers at the event. CEU’s and Certificates 
of completion are available through ARM at no charge or through United for $20, payable on 
site.  
 
Sponsoring groups include Aldersgate Renewal Ministries, United Theological Seminary and 
West Ohio Aldersgate Renewal Ministries.  
 
For more information contact Ann Peat, 614-890-3802 or annpeat@columbus.rr.com 
 
You may register online at: aldersgaterenewal.org/mssmlive 
 
 
 

MSSM—The Methodist School of  

Supernatural Ministry live 

mailto:annpeat@columbus.rr.com
aldersgaterenewal.org/mssmlive
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At Good Works, we have just fin-
ished our 38

th
 year of providing a 

community of HOPE to adults and 
children who struggle with poverty, 
homelessness, and exclusion here 
in southeast Ohio. 
 
The 2019 Good Works WALK is 
scheduled for Saturday, February 
23 in Athens. The 17th Annual 

Good Works WALK is an INTERRACTIVE EXPERIENCE for youth & adults! The Walk is 
about a 2.5 mile journey, round trip, at an achievable, participant friendly pace. There will be 
multiple interactive indoor stops along the way. 
 
A Mini Walk of about 1 block is offered for people who want to participate but find it difficult to 
walk.  
 
Our vision for the WALK is to create an experience for adults and children that will help all of 
us better understand the challenges and vulnerabilities all strangers encounter and the biblical 
framework we use to sustain our love and care for people we serve. The WALK will focus pri-
marily on what it means to understand, love, and provide hospitality to strangers (Matthew 
25:31-46). We know from scripture that Abraham and Sarah welcomed strangers and in doing 
so discovered something about what we now refer to as the kingdom of God.  Our vision and 
practice of hospitality is a door to experience “on earth as it is in heaven.”   
 
Good Works is almost entirely donor based, and we rely upon individuals, churches, and a few 
small businesses to help us raise funds to operate our shelter called The Timothy 
House.  Rural Ohio is a very difficult place to locate the funds we need to sustain our ministry. 
The goal for the WALK is to raise $60,000.00, which is about 1/3 of the operating costs of The 
Timothy House. When the community and the body of Christ come together, this becomes 
possible. 
 
Walk Details: 
The walk begins at 8:30 am and goes to 1:00 pm at First United Methodist Church, 2 South 
College St, Athens. (rice & bean lunch included) 
 
To learn more, watch videos, & get a participant packet go to www.goodworkswalk.net,  
email@good-works.net or call 740-594-3339. 

Prayer Concerns 

Condolences to the Rev. Marilyn Murphree on the death of her husband Walter, who passed 
away on January 19. Condolences may be sent to Marilyn at3642 Kay Drive, Zanesville, OH 
43701 
 
The family of Bishop Judith Craig who died January 18, 2019. The memorial service cele-
brating Craig's life will be held February 2 at 2pm at Broad Street United Methodist Church, 
Columbus, Ohio. The service is expected to be available via live stream on the West Ohio 
Conference website.   

http://www.goodworkswalk.net
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0010lFXL1T4KWDxiEiRu8SwddoWl3mDzY9pXLJIyJBXVLs2SlK7ekMvdera2Gwq9PD6WLKJKzLZoBHrPE5TgOAv8fwT3-pR99t7EakIFlPyOYzlqBLNqxE1J_PecL3OqIRY4fVt9_qFTC8UyBSoQe-F6-7URfkJWPINe6pUH
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0010lFXL1T4KWDxiEiRu8SwddoWl3mDzY9pXLJIyJBXVLs2SlK7ekMvdW25oNdktNxFpbTQLD2mVIUqlD4AkpgzWkTGNTBsYxWxhOkHQzCc8H71Cy7buEuPnRRNTBymsaaAuPzUN9Ych6w8JzmRratcaQJc5p92SbNWQKpP8
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0010lFXL1T4KWDxiEiRu8SwddoWl3mDzY9pXLJIyJBXVLs2SlK7ekMvdW25oNdktNxFpbTQLD2mVIUqlD4AkpgzWkTGNTBsYxWxhOkHQzCc8H71Cy7buEuPnRRNTBymsaaAuPzUN9Ych6w8JzmRratcaQJc5p92SbNWQKpP8


 

 
 
 
 
 

Page 9 Footnotes from the Foothills 

Hocking Hills UMC is cleaning out their cupboards!  HHUMC has the following items that are free to 
any church that can use them. Your church would need to make arrangements to pick these items up: 
 
• 28 glass votive candles 
• Several boxes of new and used candles 
• An AB Dick 2012RE Copier - Runs slow, but does work  (On the left of picture-top of the desk) 
 
These items are also available for a donation towards HHUMC’s building fund: 
 
• Communion set 
• Pulpit,  36" across the top, 45" high, 36" Wide 
• Approximately 365 (give or take a few) plastic candle cups 
• Risograph - Lanier LDD120 Stencil Copier  Machine works  Ser. # N6790670045 
      (On the right, free standing) 
 
If you are interested or want more details call 740-385-4136.  

 
 

Church Items Available  



 

 
PO Box 67 

47 Johnson Rd. 
The Plains, OH 45780-0067 

Phone:  888-868-1225 or  
 

740-677-0136 
 
E-mail: Foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

 
 

FOOTHILLS DISTRICT 

UMC 

Check us out on the Web: 
www.foothillsdistrict.org 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Office Hours: M-F  9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

E-Mails:      Office - foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

Dennis Miller, DS -  dmiller@wocumc.org 

Steve McGuire, ADS - smcguire@wocumc.org  

Merv Davis, Treasurer/Bookkeeper - mdavis@wocumc.org 

Sherri Rogers, Office Admin. - srogers@wocumc.org 

Bremen UM Church has a Yamaha MG 206c Mixing Board, 20 channel 
board for sound system in good condition. The system works well.   
 
They are asking $200 plus shipping, or you can make arrangements to pick 
up.  
 
Also available at no charge 2 wireless mike sets and base stations.   
 
If interested, please contact Greg Ptacin  614-214-4654  gregpta-
cin@gmail.com 

Registration is now open  
for Summer Camp 2019!  

 

It may be cold outside but we are getting ready for our best summer yet at 
Camp Otterbein! New for summer 2019, a second week of Culinary Camp for 
older campers and a second week of Treehouse Paradise for younger camp-
ers.   
 
The theme this summer is Relentless: God's love has no end. Each morning 
we will learn about God's relentless love, devotion, freedom, truth, and mission. 
In the evening we will learn how we can pursue God in the same way. 
 
You can find out more information and register here. 
 

mailto:Foothills@wocumc.org
mailto:mohler@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:robbie@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:mdavis@wocumc.org
mailto:rogers@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:gregptacin@gmail.com
mailto:gregptacin@gmail.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestohiocamps.us19.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7bbcae04ca7a3b855161c9ce4%26id%3D03680691c9%26e%3Ddaa9958fe0&data=02%7C01%7Cfoothillsdistrict%40wocumc.org%7C6eeef351378c4db738f108d67581

