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Foothills District UMC 

The 1st Christmas in the Foothills  
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
The first official Christmas celebration in the “Foothills District” took place on De-
cember 25, 1788. Recently I read the following excerpts in an article by David 
Baker entitled, “Marietta’s First Christmas” on the website, “Early Marietta”:  

 
“In 1788, Marietta became the first settlement in the newly established Northwest 
Territory of the United States, the first such territory outside the original 13 states. 
During that year, the town was being laid out, a few houses were built, a fortified 
community elegantly named Campus Martius was started, and Indian treaty nego-
tiations were well underway at nearby Fort Harmar.”  
 
Yet there were stresses. “Food was short at times since the first harvest was lim-
ited. The local Native Americans seemed friendly, but the peace seemed tenuous 
to many. There was discord among leaders and citizens. The weather that winter 
was severe; the rivers froze. Ice and snow made travel – and survival – a chal-
lenge. On Christmas morning, December 25, 1788, locals were jolted alert by a 
three-gun salute from Fort Harmar answered by a three-shot cannon blast from 
Campus Martius. Later there was a church service. Judge Parsons gave a ser-
mon from Psalm 103:2-5,  “Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his bene-
fits—who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, who redeems your life 
from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, who satisfies your desires 
with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.”  
 
Dr Solomon Drown 
gave an account of 
the day, “It being 
Christmas, public 
worship was intro-
duced by reading…in 
the Church Prayer 
Book. Gen’l Parsons 
read a sermon 
adapted to the occa-
sion. Good singing. I 
dined at General 
Goodale’s and as this 
is such a new coun-
try, perhaps you will 
like to know our bill of 
fare. A boiled dish, 
Turkey, beef and ba-
con, cabbage, turnips 
and potatoes, butter, 
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etc., A roast turkey 17 pounds. A turkey pie, custards, wheat bread, etc.”  
 
Although two hundred and thirty-one years have passed since that first Christmas in southeastern 
Ohio, Psalms 103:2 still speaks to us! Let us not forget the glorious things God has done for us by 
sending his only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ! This month let us therefore feast and be merry! Let us 
remember that God’s benefits are not just gifts to us, but God’s mission for us! Let us ask what it 
means for us to “remember God’s benefits” by being the very presence of Jesus to our neighbors 
this Christmas.  
 
Let me to share five suggestions: 
 
1. Consider volunteering at one of our district missions such as: Belpre Area Ministries, C.A.R.E. UM 
Outreach of Vinton County, Harvest of Hope in Marietta, Lifewell Mission in Zanesville or Meigs 
County Cooperative Parish.  
 
2. Listen to a nursing home resident recall memories of Christmas past.   
 
3. Consider spending less this year on your own family and instead support a mission through 
UMCOR. Your donation to UMCOR can be designated toward specific projects in a series of catego-
ries that include things like hunger and poverty, water and sanitation, education, and health minis-
tries. 
 
4. Make and deliver a meal to a neighbor who needs it.  
 
5. Serve with your small group or knock on some neighborhood doors with Christmas cookies in 
hand.   
 
6. Ask your pastor how you can help the church prepare for guests on Christmas Eve. 
 
My Sisters and Brothers, LOVE came down at Christmas, because God so loved the world, that he 
gave! Merry Christmas to you and yours – may the peace of the Christ Child fill you with grace, 
peace, compassion, generosity, joy and hope!  
 
Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits! 

 

 

Dennis  

 

The district office will be closed for the 
Thanksgiving holiday on Thursday, Novem-
ber 28 and Friday, November 29. 
Normal office hours will resume on Mon-
day, December 2. 
 

 

Over Christmas week the office will be closed from December 
23 through January 1.  Office hours will resume January 2.  
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS AND DATES! 

Charge Conference Report Submission  
Appointment Requests 

Year-End Reports, 2018 Audits and  
Deadline for 2019 Apportionment Payments 

 
Requests for a change of pastoral appointment, either from the pastor or the S/PPRC, are due to 
the District Superintendent no later than December 1, 2019.  
 
 
All church conferences should be completed by the end of November and all paperwork should be 
entered online by December 6, 2019.   
 
Please contact Sherri at the district office if you have any problems or questions about your 
charge conference paperwork. All pastors and anyone with the designation of "Church Data Adminis-
trator" has access to your church documents on the WOC dashboard throughout the year.  
 
Also, please do not forget to complete your Trustees Report and Parsonage Inspection reports by 
December 31, 2019 if they were not completed with the Charge Conference. These also may be 

completed online at www.westohioumc.org and found under the “My Church” tab, “Annual Reporting”.  
 
 
Pastors – please watch your mailbox after December 20 for the receipt of your Year-End Annual 
Statistical Reports that include: 

Table 1 – Membership & Participation 
Table 2 – Church Assets & Expenses 
Table 3 – Church Income 

These will be completed per the instructions you receive with your packet in EZRA.  
The deadline for 2019 Year-End Reports will be Friday, February 14, 2020.  
 
2018 Audit forms will be mailed the first full week of January and will be due by March 15.  
 
The final day to pay 2019 West Ohio and Foothills District Apportionments is Friday, January 
10, 2020. Payments must reach the treasurer’s office by that date to be applied toward 2019.  

Wishing you an Advent season 

full of expectation. 

   

This Christmas, may HOPE, JOY, 

PEACE and LOVE fill your heart 

and home  all year long.  

 
 
The Foothills District Staff—Dennis, Steve, Merv and Sherri 

http://www.westohioumc.org
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Safe Sanctuaries policies prepare your congregation and its 
ministries to provide safety and care to children, youth, and 
vulnerable adults, as well as to those who serve them.  
 
We know that many churches need help creating and living 
into a Safe Sanctuaries policy, so we've expanded our team to 
provide that needed help! Every district now has Safe Sanctu-
aries Trainers who can walk alongside your congregation in 
developing, refining, and acting on a Safe Sanctuaries policy!  
 
If your church would be interested in participating in training here in the district to assist your 
congregation with the creation or revision of a policy, educating your congregation on the necessity of 
having such a policy or effectively implementing your policy, please express your interest to the district 
office so that we can arrange a training day where you can bring your leadership team or your chil-
dren’s ministry team. Contact Sherri at foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org or 888-868-1225. 

2020 Health Insurance Rates – Informational Meeting December 5 
After a challenging renewal process, the Board of Pension and Health have selected the carrier and 
set the premium rates for 2020. Moving from Aetna, the Conference will join Anthem Blue Cross Blue 
Shield for medical and Delta for dental. VSP will continue to provide vision services. Deductibles and 
HSA/HRA contribution levels will remain the same. Premium rates are as follows.  A health insur-
ance meeting will be held at on Thursday, December 5th at 10:00 am at the West Ohio Confer-
ence Center.  
 

 

Early Response Team Class January 11 
Held at Ginghamsburg UMC, 6759 S. County Rd 
25A, Tipp City, Ohio from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Keith Simpson is the trainer.  Cost: Basic ERT class 
$40, Recertification $35 (both include lunch and ma-
terials)  Registration deadline is Sunday, January 5, 
2020. 
Want to learn how you can assist neighbors and 
communities impacted by floods and torna-
does?  You will learn how to provide a Christian pres-
ence while taking steps to prevent further damage to 

the family’s personal property by tarping, removing debris, and cleaning flooded homes. FEMA recog-
nizes this training as an appropriate credential to enter a disaster area.  A background check is re-
quired to receive an UMCOR ERT badge.  Once you register online you will receive the link.  Partici-
pants are encouraged to complete the background check prior to the class.  Register here.  Contact 
Dee Stickley-Miner with questions, dstickley@wocumc.org, 614-844-6200. 

mailto:foothillsdistrict@wocumc
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/mission-and-justice/conference/event/ert-ginghamsburg-united-methodist-church
mailto:dstickley@wocumc.org
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Are you a youth group, women's group, men's group, or young 
adult group, with a desire to serve and learn?  
 
Your group is invited to come to Cincinnati and serve for a week 
(Sunday - Friday) this summer alongside ministries and organiza-
tions participating in building projects, day camps, delivering fur-
niture, providing food for children and elderly, communing with 
those who are experiencing homelessness and sickness, and 
more.  
 
Early bird pricing of $210/participant is available if registration 
and deposit is received by December 31, 2019.  
 
The heart behind Summer Impact is transformation through serv-
ing experiences, meaningful interactions, and individual/group 

reflection time in order to see the work that God is already doing in Cincinnati and how God is calling 
us to partner in that Kingdom work. The hope is that teams will return home with a renewed energy 
and sense of where God is leading them to serve in their own community throughout the year. 
 
Playing on the year 2020 - the next year’s theme is: "2020 Vision: Prophets of the Past and Present" 
and will emphasize God's Kingdom work through generations - including this current one! 
 
To find out more information about what your week will look like and to register your group – please 
email Rev. Kate Smith (ksmith@hpcumc.org) or visit: http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact/ 

Summer Impact  
Internship  

 
Are you a college aged young adult that wants to 
make a lasting IMPACT? Consider applying to be 
an intern for Summer Impact & serve in Cincinnati, 
Ohio! 
 
As a way to deepen your love & understanding of 
God while exploring God’s call on your life, interns 
will lead groups in serving, study, worship, & reflec-
tion.  
 
Applications for this 8-week paid internship are due 
on February 15, 2020. To learn more about the in-
ternship or to apply visit http://hydeparkchurch.org/
summer-impact-internship/ or email Rev. Kate 
Smith (ksmith@hpcumc.org) .  

Summer Mission & Internship Opportunities  

mailto:ksmith@hpcumc.org
http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact-internship/
http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact-internship/
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Donating Stock to  
The United Methodist Church  

helps the church and you 
 
The West Ohio Conference Council on Development office has received several calls recently asking 
about stock donation.  If you are considering a charitable contribution, let us help.  Gifting appreciated 
stock is one of the most effective means of tax savings available.  

The benefits of gifting appreciated stock  

1. The satisfaction of knowing your money is invested in a cause important to you. 

2. Capital gains taxes on the stock are avoided. 

3. You will be eligible to receive an income tax charitable deduction for the full fair-market-value of 
the stock at the time of the gift. 

To qualify for these special tax advantages, the security must have been held for at least one year. A 
gift of stock in certificate form should be postmarked by December 31 or your financial advisor can 
arrange for a year-end gift of stock from your account. 

Your gift of appreciated stock is fully deductible up to 30% of your adjusted gross income. For exam-
ple, if your adjusted gross income is $100,000, up to $30,000 of long-term appreciated stock and oth-
er capital gain property may generally be deducted, although high-income donors may be subject to a 
partial phase-out of itemized deductions. Any excess can generally be carried forward and deducted 
over as many as five subsequent years.  

How giving away $10,000 in stock can benefit you 

Look at the tax savings of donating securities versus a cash gift. The chart below assumes you wish 
to donate shares of stock worth $10,000 that you purchased for $2,000 several years ago.  

 
 
Contact the Council on Development Office and we will provide fee-free instructions. You may reach 
us at Stan Ling sling@wocumc.org or Cat Lyle at clyle@wocumc.org or by phone at 614-844-6200 

  Donate appreciated 

security outright 
Donate $10,000 cash Sell securities and donate 

cash 
Charitable Deduction $10,000 $10,000 $10,000 

Tax Savings (35% rate) $3,500 $3,500 $3,500 

Capital Gains tax paid (15% 

rate on $8,000 gain) 
$1,200 saved N/A $1,200 paid 

Net tax savings $4,700 $3,500 $2,300 

Prayer Concerns 

Condolences to Rev. Rick Bennington and Vicki Lambert, spouse of Rev. Jim Lambert on the pass-
ing of their mother, Mary Nelson.  
 
 

mailto:clyle@wocumc.org
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Conference Leadership Opportunities 
The Conference Nominations Team is responsible for identifying 
and recruiting leaders to serve on conference boards, commit-
tees and lead teams. Has God called you? Do you have the 
passion, gifts and commitment to serve beyond your local 
church? There may be a place for you in West Ohio leader-
ship. Please complete the West Ohio Conference Leadership 
Interest Form. Your information will be taken into consideration 
as the committee discerns the best mix of people to serve in 
leadership during the 2020-2024 quadrennium. Please know that 
the receipt of an interest form does not guarantee an opportunity to serve in conference leadership.  
 
To learn more about service opportunities, click here. If you have questions, please email  
Dee Stickley-Miner 

Are you called to provide medical care and a healing presence? West Ohio has opportunities for 
you to serve on medical mission teams to Mexico. In partnership with Manos Juntas (licensed Mexi-
can Methodist Health Ministry) and OhioHealth, six medical teams are organizing to serve during 
2020. Don't worry! You do not have to be a medical professional to participate on our teams. Teams 
are comprised of doctors, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, specialists, translators, nurses, 
pastors, dieticians, educators and helping hands willing to use their talents to share the love of 
Christ. Some of our teams also include a construction project for those handy with tools.  
 
Feeling called? There's a place for you! Learn more by clicking here. Find a team that works for 
you and contact the team leader. You will experience the love of Jesus in new and powerful ways 
through your service.   
 

January 15-19, 2020 — Rocky Riddle, team leader  
March 18-22, 2020 — Angie Hoberg, team leader  
May 13-17, 2020 — Chad Stoltz, team leader  
July 22-26, 2020 — Stephen Sandlund, team leader  
September 23-27, 2020 — Joe Ziraldo, team leader  
November 4-8, 2020 — Jim & Kathy Currier, team leaders  

 
Questions? 
Email Chad Stoltz, West Ohio Coordinator of Medical Teams 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001deA9QGhrdXVy-c_YdYP7Wf7pPrRqyY1EbUF2QvXThi_SJdY2whDy94znyZglri7a1qRodxx8vTcxy4Th1-PvJGMrUDTnHGvfpNPQmy_IJ1k80lv4FlUzdZoa4hv4GGwlNo6Btit1Waey2w1iiUxs3dObz5CxTa-eG_h3
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001deA9QGhrdXVy-c_YdYP7Wf7pPrRqyY1EbUF2QvXThi_SJdY2whDy94znyZglri7a1qRodxx8vTcxy4Th1-PvJGMrUDTnHGvfpNPQmy_IJ1k80lv4FlUzdZoa4hv4GGwlNo6Btit1Waey2w1iiUxs3dObz5CxTa-eG_h3
https://www.westohioumc.org/nominationscommittee
mailto:dstickley@wocumc.org?subject=Conference%20Nominations
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001deA9QGhrdXVy-c_YdYP7Wf7pPrRqyY1EbUF2QvXThi_SJdY2whDy94mpB-Wg4L5h351-GyqK5GbQJwiEqYoDT3z9wA8POssQH60w6jiDiuw8zzU5yXTZw7JITTAI-KWf2UsX0EpBj1mAA0La9_T64MQALU2xjVbX2TeC
mailto:cstoltz1984@gmail.com
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The 2020 Culinary Retreat on January 31- February 2 next year. Get away for 
the weekend and try out some new cooking skills, and eat some delicious food, 
too! This event is for adults and youth 16+ with a parent. Registration is not yet 
open.  

Registration is now open for 
Winter Camp 
2019! Experience God's 
backyard in a Winter Won-
derland of faith, fellowship, 
and adventure! Warm up 
with hot chocolate and wor-
ship around camp fires. Find 
adventurous fun with ice-
blocking and winter crafts. 

It may be fall but the Otterbein 
Staff is already getting ready for 
summer 2020! Our staff can 
come visit your church on a Sun-
day morning or during a week-
night kids/youth group. We can 
show a video, talk about all the 
awesome and life-changing op-
portunities at camp, and answer 
any questions parents may 
have. If you would like Camp Ot-
terbein to come to your church, 
contact Andrew at atemple-
man@wocumc.org. 

Fall-Winter Camp News 

Find out more info and register 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestohiocamps.us19.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7bbcae04ca7a3b855161c9ce4%26id%3D1b3e2226e2%26e%3Ddaa9958fe0&data=02%7C01%7Cfoothillsdistrict%40wocumc.org%7C21b89bdbbe014ad0c2d408
mailto:atempleman@wocumc.org
mailto:atempleman@wocumc.org
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestohiocamps.us19.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7bbcae04ca7a3b855161c9ce4%26id%3Dc8ecc83259%26e%3Ddaa9958fe0&data=02%7C01%7Cfoothillsdistrict%40wocumc.org%7C21b89bdbbe014ad0c2d408d742b


 

 
PO Box 67 

47 Johnson Rd. 
The Plains, OH 45780-0067 

Phone:  888-868-1225 or  
 

740-677-0136 
 
E-mail: Foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

 
 

FOOTHILLS DISTRICT 

UMC 

Check us out on the Web: 
www.foothillsdistrict.org 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Office Hours: M-F  9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

E-Mails:      Office - foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

Dennis Miller, DS -  dmiller@wocumc.org 

Steve McGuire, ADS - smcguire@wocumc.org  

Merv Davis, Treasurer/Bookkeeper - mdavis@wocumc.org 

Sherri Rogers, Office Admin. - srogers@wocumc.org 

Are you a lay person with a love of God 
and neighbor currently volunteering in 
your local congregation? Are you hun-
gry to deepen your relationship with God 
and live your faith through ministry? Do 
you hunger to serve God with a greater 
sense of direction? If so, consider joining 
others across the conference in the upcom-
ing CLM Academy!  
 
What's a CLM? 
CLM stands for Certified Lay Minister. It is a 
way for laity to be in ministry with greater 
intentionality working under the supervision 
of a local pastor.  
 

The one-year CLM Academy starts on March 14, 2020 and concludes in March 
2021 with recognition occurring at the 2021 Annual Conference. 
 
What's required to apply? 
• Completion of the BASIC course for Lay Servant Ministries and completion of 

the Advanced Spiritual Gifts course are required before applying for the 
Academy. (The Advanced courses on Leading Prayer, Leading Worship and 
the Lay Ministry course on Preaching must be completed before the final 
Academy class in March of 2021.) 

• Recommendation of your pastor 
• Complete your application by clicking here.  
• Application Deadline is January 31, 2020 
 
What's the Cost? 
$400 (payable in installments) plus any required texts. 
 
Where will the Academy meet?   
All classes will be held at the West Ohio Conference Center, except for the first 
class which will be online and must be completed by the first class in March of 
2020. 
 
Questions?  
Email Tracy Chambers, Director of Lay Servant Ministries 

mailto:Foothills@wocumc.org
mailto:mohler@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:robbie@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:mdavis@wocumc.org
mailto:rogers@foothillsdistrict.org
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001deA9QGhrdXVy-c_YdYP7Wf7pPrRqyY1EbUF2QvXThi_SJdY2whDy93PleSB1JOLkvfHqQnskYxEHwmc7eQh6vYDgj1oPZr_UOXQ6XEUy7a6C85_NyCfsrVqE1tIBIiXhiZgxPlW0PrnPno-5gJsdfRHfHqyClZ-TT0_B
mailto:tchambers@wocumc.org

