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Foothills District UMC 

Twice in my life I 
have visited the  
ruins of the old  
cathedral in  
Coventry, England. 
My first visit was on 
November 14, 
1998. Standing  
before the charred 
cross with the 
words "Father  
Forgive" inscribed 
on the stone wall 
behind the altar 
made my own  
personal grievances 
seem petty. Exactly 
58 years from the 
day of my visit on the night of November 14, 1940, Coventry was attacked by 515 
Nazis Luftwaffe bombers. The Germans unleashed over 30,000 incendiary bombs, 
turning the city into a blazing inferno. Nearly 600 innocent people were killed and 
over 1,000 were wounded in the raid. Along with other great buildings in the city, 
the great cathedral was destroyed. Only the shell of the building remained. The 
next morning while the rubble was still smoldering, the leader of the cathedral, 
Provost Richard Howard, took a piece of chalk and wrote on the sanctuary walls – 
“Father, Forgive.” He then made a bold move to break the cycle of vengeance. The 
1940 Christmas Day service was broadcast on BBC radio from amongst the ruins 
of the cathedral where he vowed that, when the war was over, the cathedral would 
work with the people who were previously their enemies “to build a kinder, more 
Christ-like world.” Following the war, in its first project for reconciliation, Coventry 
Cathedral helped construct the wing of a hospital in Dresden, Germany. During the 
war, British and American bombers targeted Dresden in a raid which killed more 
than 25,000 people. Forgiveness is not simply forgetting, it is reconciliation and 
restoration. 2 Corinthians 5:18, “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.” 
 
Today, the words “Father Forgive” are used as the response in the Coventry Litany 
of Reconciliation, which is prayed in the new Coventry Cathedral every weekday at 
noon and in the Ruins on Fridays. During this season of Lent, I am praying this 
prayer. If the power to forgive comes from God, our ability to forgive begins with 
prayer. So, would you join with me? 
All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. The hatred which divides na-
tion from nation, race from race, class from class… Father, forgive. 

Father Forgive 
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The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their own…Father, forgive. 
 
The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the earth…Father, forgive. 
 
Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others…Father, forgive. 
 
Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee…Father, forgive. 
 
The lust which dishonors the bodies of men, women and children…Father, forgive. 
 
The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God…Father, forgive. 
 
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 

 
 
 
 

Dennis Miller 

 
Spring District Conference 
& Pre-Conference Briefing 

 

Wednesday, May 8 
 

The Plains UMC 
 

7:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m.  
 
Pastors and Lay Members to Annual Conference 
should attend. Everyone is welcome to attend.  

2019 Annual Conference 
Sunday, June 2 - Thursday, June 6, 2019 

Hoover Auditorium at Lakeside Chautauqua 
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Breakthrough Prayer Training  
Saturday, May 4, 2019 - 10:00am to 3:00pm 

 

Location:  Gilman UMC  
312 Gilman Ave, Marietta, OH 45750 

 

Every church recognizes prayer as important. But what happens when a congregation unites to pray 
collectively and consistently for God to break through in new and miraculous ways? You can launch 
your congregation into the kind of churchwide breakthrough prayer initiative that fuels the atmos-
phere of possibility, and the entire focus begins to shift from inward to up-and-outward. It's easier than 
you think--and the results will make spiritual history right in your own community and beyond.  
 
Breakthrough prayer can be incorporated into what already happens in the daily life of your congrega-
tion--and this one-session Traction Track will provide training, many stories, practical examples and 
ideas of how other United Methodist congregations across West Ohio and the country have done so 
with innovation and impact. Additionally, learn how you can utilize breakthrough prayer through key 
aspects of your weekly worship service, and develop your church’s heart to reach its neighborhood 
with the message and love of Christ. 
 
The Breakthrough Prayer Training forms the foundation of the MCCI (Missional Church Consultation 
Initiative), and its implementation has shown itself to be the single greatest factor contributing to a 
church's revitalization and renewed fruitfulness. This may be the most important ingredient to add to 
your church to help shift from plateau or decline into a new season of hope and possibility! 
 
Requirements to Attend: Your church's team must include your lead pastor plus at least 5 per-
sons who have agreed to be the implementation team for your congregation's prayer initiative after-
wards. And bring as large a team to the training event (beyond the pastor plus 5 leaders) as possi-
ble. We have learned through the MCCI that by bringing a team to the training -of 6, 10, 15, 20 per-
sons or more - the more likely the momentum you will have to launch when you get home! 
 
For more information or to register on line visit: breakthrough-prayer-training-gilman-umc-traction-
tracks or Contact: Grace Gerber  Email: ggerber@wocumc.org 
 

Price: $75.00 for Team of Pastor + 5, $10.00 for additional attendees 
 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/breakthrough-prayer-training-gilman-umc-traction-tracks
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/breakthrough-prayer-training-gilman-umc-traction-tracks
mailto:ggerber@wocumc.org
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The South Zanesville United Methodist Church at 53 E. Main St. 
South Zanesville, OH 43701 will be hosting a "Drive-Thru" Com-
munion on Maundy Thursday, April 18, 2019 in the church park-
ing lot from 4-6 PM. The public is invited to attend this free event, 
marking Jesus Christ's Last Supper. 
 
Sacraments will be offered without leaving your car. 100% 
Grape juice used and gluten free bread available. Everyone is 
welcome. 

Drive Through Communion 

As we gather along the shores of Lake Erie for 
the 2019 West Ohio Annual Conference, we look 
forward once again to sharing with all of the 
churches in the conference in the MIRACLE OF-
FERING.  
 
In West Ohio, we are lighting the way with new 
communities of faith. In the last 18 months, eight 
new faith communities have been created with 
over 1,350 new persons in worship, 83 new bap-
tisms in Jesus Christ and five more communities 
ready to launch in the next six months. Even more 
of our existing congregations are discovering 

Fresh Expressions and discerning new prescriptions for ministry. 
 
At the same time, we continue our support to our brothers and sisters in the North Katanga Confer-
ence of the UMC in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. New Congregations are flourishing there, 
and this is cause for celebration. 
 
This year’s offering will benefit the Light the Way campaign. Bishop Palmer encourages and challeng-
es each church to bring a MIRACLE OFFERING to Lakeside. You will have a chance to give this offer-
ing during the morning worship on Tuesday, June 4. We will share the offering evenly between our 
work in West Ohio and North Katanga.  

CLERGY AND LAY MEMBERS TO 
THE WEST OHIO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 
No registration is required for this year’s conference, however if you need either 
child care or housing you may follow the appropriate link. 
 
You can register for Childcare online by going to this link: 
www.westohioumc.org/ac/2019/ChildCareRegistration; and   
 

On-site housing requests can be made starting April 1by going to this link: 
www.westohioumc.org/ac/2019/HousingRequest.  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fac%2F2019%2FChildCareRegistration&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7C0c3ca00f820945f353d108d6b6a4fdd1%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636897217094104660&sd
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fac%2F2019%2FHousingRequest&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7C0c3ca00f820945f353d108d6b6a4fdd1%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636897217094104660&sdata=T8GS
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JACKSON AREA MINISTRIES GREEN THUMB PROJECT 
 
Since 1972 Jackson Area Ministries has been distributing vegetable seeds to persons and/or fami-
lies.  This ministry enables the growers to increase both the quantity and the quality of their available 
food. The number of gardeners continues to increase in the 18-county area we serve in southeast 
Ohio.      
 
Seed collection is underway now.  Consider collecting seed packets at your church.  
 
Send Contributions of seed or money to:   

JAM GARDENING 
Jackson Area Ministries  

119 McKitterick Ave 
P.O. Box 603 

Jackson, Ohio 45640 
 
                           Deadline for seeds: APRIL 15, 2019 
 
We also schedule volunteers to help sort and count the seeds beginning in early April. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL, 1-888-237-3141 or E-mail: jamjar@midohio.twcbc.com 
 

Galatians Study- Invitation from Bishop Palmer 
 

Bishop Palmer has invited us to come together as The 
West Ohio Conference in the study of Galatians: Gos-
pel of Grace over the weeks of the Easter sea-
son. While we are not united in our thinking on all mat-
ters, we can all be united in our commitment to turn to 
the scripture for guidance. As we read, study, and dis-
cuss scripture together, we trust the Holy Spirit to 
move in our midst and to speak to us through the liv-
ing word of God. We hope you will join churches 
across the annual conference in a conference-wide all
-church series on Galatians. Small group discussion 
guides, worship resources, social media options, and 
communication templates will be available to you for 
this series by early April. As you make plans to partici-

pate, you are encouraged to read Galatians and begin preparing around these weekly themes: 
 

April 22nd-28th:  Grace that Transforms - Chapter 1 with key verse Galatians 1:23 
April 29th-May 5th:  Grace that Embraces - Chapter 2 with key verses Galatians 2:9-10 
May 6th-12th:  Grace that Clothes Us - Chapter 3 with key verses Galatians 3:26-28 
May 13th-19th:  Grace that Forms - Chapter 4 with key verse Galatians 4:19 
May 20th-26th: Grace that Bears Fruit - Chapter 5 with key verse Galatians 5:22 
May 27th-June 2nd:  Grace that Sustains - Chapter 6 with key verse Galatians 6:9 

 
To hear the Bishop’s invitation to the Galatians study, go to:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QjPAWJDwFY 

mailto:jamjar@midohio.twcbc.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QjPAWJDwFY
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2019 WEBINAR SCHEDULE 

 

April 9—Juvenile Justice Engagement - From noon to 1pm, we will have Ms. 

Cynthia Dungey with us from the Ohio Department of Youth Services (DYS). Ms. Dungey serves DYS 
as the Deputy Director of Community Engagement, Community Service, and Reentry Services. Ms. 
Dungey will present information about the young people her agency serves, their hopes and dreams, 
and how we can be agents of change in their lives and the lives of their families. To register, contact 
Reba Collins at  rebakco@gmail.com. 
 

April 27 & May 18 — We Can’t Talk About That At Church! - Multiple 

onsite locations and an online option available.  

How do we create “safe zones” and “brave zones” in our relationships and congregations where people 
feel they can talk truthfully without judgment and shame? This training provides tips and practical steps 
for having conversations around divisive and polarizing topics and experiences. Participants receive 
detailed guidance for structuring conversations, developing organizational readiness and preparing to 
bring people together to overcome their pain, shame and the harm we’ve all incurred and caused.  

$25 onsite and $10 online.  Register online at: We Can’t Talk About That 

A Brand New Mission u 
 
Mission u is the United Methodist Women's premier educational 
event. It is offered in conferences around the country, and attended 
by more than 20,000 annually. In West Ohio, Mission u is a coop-
erative undertaking of United Methodist Women and the Confer-
ence United Methodist Church. It is an opportunity to study current 
issues impacting society, with particular attention to the responsi-
bilities of women in fulfilling the mission work of the church, and 
provides an opportunity for all to grow in faith, hope, and love in 
action. Both members and non-members of UMW are encouraged 
to attend. Click here for more information and to register. 

2020 WOC REVITALIZATION/CAPACITY BUILDING  
GRANT APPLICATION  

Due July 1 
 
West Ohio Church Revitalization Grants are provided to qualifying churches that are in the 
process, which is unique to each congregation, of strategizing specific plans for increasing 
fruitfulness and transformation. The WOC Revitalization/Capacity Building Grant Application 
is now available online using the link below. All applications must have the signature of the 
pastor, and the DS, and the due date is July 1, 2019. 
Grant Application 

mailto:rebakco@gmail.com
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/mission-and-justice/conference/event/we-cant-talk-about-church
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001XeZlhh8bfWCUPJZPIq4jBGqqrsokLr5z5HUDAMCjdz4SNl45qd9m-xbCEzsjc4aPjQxRDOWzlkuBQF651MjezPr30H-v41fHtH364kXRz-VV--xaHhQNfD0Y8cimbOBZvBvTNkrYrHaLv7u-CCwgxylFMPgsx3eZx8EE
http://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pdf/page/2020-revitalizationcapacity-building-grant.pdf
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TARRP Spring Program  
The Town and Rural Resource Programming Consortium of East & West Ohio Conferences invite 
Small Membership Church Members & Pastors to envision how your local church can transform your 
community and the world. 
 

April 27, 2019 at Pleasant Grove UMC (Muskingum Co.)  
400 Pleasant Grove Road, Zanesville, OH 43701 

 
Topics of the day will include:  
 How can small membership local churches transform our communities and the world? 
 How your church can be more effective, be supported in moving toward revitalization,  
 and make new places for new people. 
 How small membership church members can engage in faithful lay ministry 
 How the decisions made at the Special Session of the General Conference will be lived out  
 With the appointment season in full swing, District Superintendents answer your questions about 

The UMC and your local setting(s) 
 
Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. and worship starts promptly at 9:00 a.m. In the morning Bishop 
Malone will share and there will be a District Superintendent Panel to include Gail Angel & Bradley 
Call of East Ohio and Linda Middelburg & Brent Watson of West Ohio. 
 
In the afternoon the topic will be Faithful Lay Ministry.  
“Faithful Ministry—The people of God, who are the church made visible in the world, must convince 
the world of the reality of the gospel or leave it unconvinced. There can be no evasion or delegation of 
this responsibility; the church is either faithful as a witnessing and serving community, or it loses its 
vitality and its impact on an unbelieving world,”    (¶ 130, 2016 Discipline). 
        
• What are all the types of lay ministry? 
• How can pastors support and encourage the giftedness of the laity? 
• How can laypeople encourage and support each other’s giftedness? 
 
 
Bishop Tracy S. Malone, Resident Bishop East Ohio Conference   
 
Bishop Malone was assigned to the East Ohio Conference of The United 
Methodist Church effective September 1, 2016.  
 
Malone serves on the Boards of Trustees at the United Methodist-affiliated 
colleges, seminaries and organizations in East Ohio. She also is currently 
the president of the General Commission on the Status and Role of Wom-
en, is a member of the Board of Directors of The Connectional Table of 
The United Methodist Church, and is a member of the Board of Trustees 
of Africa University.  
 
Malone has a Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies and Sociology, with a 
minor in Computer Science, from North Central College in Naperville, Illi-
nois, a Master of Divinity from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Evanston, Illinois, and a Doctorate of Ministry from United Theological 
Seminary in Dayton, Ohio.  
 
She and her husband Derrick are the parents of two daughters. 
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Cost for the day is $25 per participant or $20 per person with 3 or more from the same church/
charge.  Registration Deadline is April 15, 2019.  
 
To register, send registration with check to TARRP, c/o Rev. Jeff Ridenour, 260 Main St., Helena, OH 
43435. Additional questions, call, text or email Jeff at 419-308-5678 or jeffridenour@outlook.com 
 

 
Town and Rural Resource Programming is a consortium of clergy from 
East and West Ohio Conferences dedicated to providing educational 
opportunities and ministry enhancement programs to town and country 
congregations across the state of Ohio. Our mission is to create work-
shops/academies/trainings that develop stronger leadership in town, 
country, and rural settings, to create more effective proclamation, nurtur-
ing, and outreach for the transformation of the world in Jesus’s name. 
Trainings are offered to you at a greatly reduced cost, offset by your ap-
portionment dollars through grants from East and West Ohio Confer-
ences. 
 

Registration is now open for Summer Camp 2019!  
 

It may be cold outside but we are getting ready for our best summer yet at Camp Otterbein! New for 
summer 2019, a second week of Culinary Camp for older campers and a second week of Treehouse 
Paradise for younger campers.   
 
The theme this summer is Relentless: God's love has no end. Each morning we will learn about 
God's relentless love, devotion, freedom, truth, and mission. In the evening we will learn how we can 
pursue God in the same way. 
 
You can find out more information and register here. 
 

UM Historical Society Spring Convocation 
and 180

th
 Annual Meeting  
May 3 – 4 

 

The UMHSO of East and West Ohio will be meeting on May 3 and 4 for their annual meeting and Con-
vocation in Westerville at Otterbein University.  Registration deadline is April 24.  For information and to 
register contact Charles “Rudy” Heath at heathcr1936@gmail.com or 513-489-2164.   

mailto:jeffridenour@outlook.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestohiocamps.us19.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7bbcae04ca7a3b855161c9ce4%26id%3D03680691c9%26e%3Ddaa9958fe0&data=02%7C01%7Cfoothillsdistrict%40wocumc.org%7C6eeef351378c4db738f108d67581
mailto:heathcr1936@gmail.com


 

 
PO Box 67 

47 Johnson Rd. 
The Plains, OH 45780-0067 

Phone:  888-868-1225 or  
 

740-677-0136 
 
E-mail: Foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

 
 

FOOTHILLS DISTRICT 

UMC 

Check us out on the Web: 
www.foothillsdistrict.org 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Office Hours: M-F  9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

E-Mails:      Office - foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

Dennis Miller, DS -  dmiller@wocumc.org 

Steve McGuire, ADS - smcguire@wocumc.org  

Merv Davis, Treasurer/Bookkeeper - mdavis@wocumc.org 

Sherri Rogers, Office Admin. - srogers@wocumc.org 

Prayer Concerns 

Condolences to: 
 
The family of Rev. Gay Blau on the death of her brother, John Grandinetti, Jr. 
who passed away on March 25. Gay is the pastor at Crooksville First Hope 
UMC. Condolences may be sent to Pastor Blau at 20 N. Buckeye Street, 
Crooksville, OH 43731 
 
The family of Grace Hubbard on the death of her father, Robert Gribble who 
passed away on March 25 at the age of 97. Grace is the spouse of Rev.  
David Hubbard who serves the Belpre St. Marks and Decatur churches.  
Condolences may be sent to Grace at 202 Chamberlain Dr., Marietta, OH 
45750.  
 
The family of Rev. Katherine Riley, retired, on the death of her mother Win-
ifred Riley, who died March 10, 2019. She was the widow of Rev. James Riley 
who was a retired pastor from The West Ohio Conference.  Condolences may 
be sent to Katherine at 16 Hooper St., Athens, OH 45701. 
 

West Ohio Camps are Looking 
for Counselors for this Summer.  

 
West Ohio Camps is looking for leaders to be 
counselors at our three camps this summer. A 
great camp counselor is someone who serves as 
an amazing mentor, big sibling, facilitator, manag-
er, and all-around go-to person for a group of 
young people. While you serve the Lord and share 
yourself with the youngsters, you can reap the 
many benefits as well. You will build leadership 
skills, enjoy the outdoors, boost your resume, and 
get paid to have fun!  
 
Join The Team   

mailto:Foothills@wocumc.org
mailto:mohler@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:robbie@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:mdavis@wocumc.org
mailto:rogers@foothillsdistrict.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Fb_J-AP4L426Rq5TRUNugkGXDr6VNAn-zSSJdPXZWvRgFN8wN3h-x4pKhGr44WeXSvUUoUdDvn9Mn2xBDPQspoioX3-aaVJJF1jcoIj_koUQXtAkChFLn4Qm2mi3CWuFbe_Qde8iO1Yy0RPiIxLAJuDbnlszr08Twxk2d

