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Foothills District UMC 

 

“The Way Forward Is Through the Upper Room” 
A Pastoral Letter from Foothills DS, Rev. Dr. Dennis W. Miller 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Foothills District, 
 
On Sunday, June 3, 2018, two thousand West Ohio United Methodists will gather 
at Lakeside to attend the 2018 West Ohio Annual Conference of the United Meth-
odist Church. This four-day gathering, held each year at the beginning of June, is a 
tradition that goes back to the beginning of Methodism. During the 19th century, 
Methodists gathered for camp meetings and Chautauquas in the summer. During 
these times there would be great singing, wonderful music, tremendous times of 
fellowship and opportunities to learn, grow, and serve. They were like extended re-
vivals, nourishing the mind and the heart, deepening friendships, and challenging 
people to live their faith. Our annual conference at Lakeside will be similar. There 
will be inspiring preaching, Bible studies, worship, and fellowship. We will hear re-
ports on the state of the United Methodist churches in Ohio, reports from our mis-
sionaries, and the various ministries supported by our churches. We will celebrate 
with those retiring and those being ordained and commissioned.  We will debate 
legislation and will vote upon budgets and conference priorities for the next year. 
 
As a life-long United Methodist, I love our denomination! We offer a unique witness 
that addresses the needs of a broken world. Our future is not in our structure, but in 
our witness. To “uphold the unity of the church” is not a call to maintain the organi-
zational and bureaucratic structure of the institution at all costs. True unity is 
achieved in our common belief in Jesus Christ, our faithfulness to Scripture, our 
dependence on the Holy Spirit our willingness to abide by covenant together and 
our pursuit of our common mission. As leaders, we must cast a clear vision and 
direction that renews our commitment to making disciples. Renewal will never be 
achieved through allowing each individual and congregation to legislate and con-
struct their own personal narrative of truth. Contextualized morality is ultimately an 
argument that God’s best is dependent on where you live or how you personally 
feel based on your cultural experiences and surroundings. It enshrines the moral 
relativism described in Judges 21:25: "all the people did what was right in their own 
eyes.” History reminds us that just fifty years after the death of John Wesley, Amer-
ican Methodism found itself at an impasse of contextualized truth. The church could 
no longer speak as one moral voice and couldn’t condemn the sin of slavery. As a 
result, the 1844 General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church (MEC) split 
over contextualization. By 1846, Methodist Episcopal Church, South (MECS) offi-
cially formed. Reunification did not occur until 1939! 
 
Today the United Methodist Church is at another crossroads. Is there truly a way 
forward for us? The answer is YES! But the path is not moral relativism. It’s 
the high road that leads through the Upper Room. At this point our only hope to 
avoid schism is a spontaneous movement of the Holy Spirit as witnessed on the 
Day of Pentecost. It is my prayer that a fresh wind, a fresh fire, will sweep through 
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our denomination to revive the sleeping, raise the dead, and set the captives free! There is prece-
dent for this. Dr. Bill Payne, PhD., Professor of Evangelism and World Missions at Ashland Theologi-
cal Seminary shares this story, 
 
“During the 1790s, a spiritual languor descended upon the Methodist Episcopal Church (MEC). Dur-
ing that decade, the church lost a full one-third of its membership. Bishop Asbury and his preachers 
became desperate. They called for prayer and urged the circuit riders to do those things that make 
for revival. Previous revivals grew early American Methodism so that it became the most spiritually 
powerful church in America. Coming out of the 1789 revival, people thought that the MEC was un-
stoppable. However, they were wrong. The missionary system that the MEC perfected and the dedi-
cated work of passionate preachers did not make Methodism great. The Spirit of God did.  After 10 
years of steep membership decline, revival hit the MEC. It started at the General Conference held in 
Baltimore in May 1800. Bishop Asbury said, "Our Pentecost has fully come." He saw it as an answer 
to prayer and believed that it would be how America would be revived. Of course, history tells us that 
he was right. The revival flames led the MEC out of its spiritual doldrums and into the Second Great 
Awakening.” 
 
Over the next decade between 1800–1810, Methodism almost tripled in size!  By 1810, Methodists 
constituted 7.4 percent of the population in Maryland and 8.4 percent in Delaware. Imagine if nearly 
one out of every ten citizens of Ohio today were Methodist! Some of our earliest Foothills District 
Churches were established during this time as Bishop Asbury and other circuit riders held services 
throughout our region. Around 1800, Asbury met in the home of Ebenezer Zane in Wheeling. A few 
years later travel, he traveled to Zanesville to hold services. Today, there are nearly 5,000 United 
Methodists in Muskingum County alone! All our congregations are spiritually rooted in those early 
Asbury visits.  Similar stories are told across the Midwest and South. As the Wesleyan revival be-
came more intense, the membership and the social influence of American Methodism surged all over 
the connection. Such is the power of spiritual renewal! 
 
The only way forward is through the Upper Room. What God did through the early Methodists, God 
wants to do today! Charles Wesley’s question remains our question today: And Are We Yet Alive? 
My prayer for this annual conference is: “Come on God! Do it again!” 

 
 
 
 
 

Dennis 

FTH District Office Closure 
 
The Foothills District Office will be closed the week of June 4-8 
due to the West Ohio Annual Conference at Lakeside, Ohio.  
 
District Superintendent, Dennis Miller, ADS, Steve McGuire and 
Office Administrator Sherri Rogers will all be attending the confer-
ence.  
 
The office will reopen on Monday, June 11. If you have an urgent need that requires immediate at-
tention, please email or phone Dennis or Steve directly.  
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FOOTHILLS DISTRICT 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

AT LAKESIDE 
 
Foothills District will hold an ice cream social at Lakeside 

once again this year. We will gather on Monday, June 
4 at 8:30 p.m. on the front lawn of Hotel Lakeside.  
 
The event is free to all Foothills clergy members and lay 
members and their families.  
 
Plan to come out and enjoy a scoop of ice cream and fellowship with your friends from the Foothills. 

Required Boundary  
Training for Pastors 

 
Boundary training focuses on developing healthy boundaries 
in ministry and is specific to the role of a pastor. One of the 
most interesting dynamics is the power difference between a 
person in a ministerial role and a member of his or her con-
gregation. Other topics include personal and professional 
health and the use of social media.  

 
This training is required for all who are actively serving a church including Elders, Associate Mem-
bers, Licensed Local Pastors and Supply Pastors and all retired clergy under appointment.  
 
The Episcopal Office, Cabinet and the Office of Ministry have worked together to plan and implement 
this vital training. All materials will be provided for you. The cost is $25.00. 
 

Beginning March 16, you can register for one of these events on the conference website. If you are 
not available for a training held in your area, you may attend any of the other trainings, but you must 
attend one. If you have trouble registering, please contact Sherri at the district office and she will be 
happy to assist you.  

• June 7 - Wesley Lodge, Lakeside (following the 2018 session of The Annual Conference) 

• June 27 - Grace UMC, Waverly, SHV/FTH 

• August 25 - Linworth UMC 

• August 29 - Christ UMC, Kettering, MIV/ORV 

• August 30 - Grace UMC, Perrysburg, MWD/NWP 

• September 12 - Reynoldsburg UMC, CAS/CAN 
 

Should you have any questions about the event, please contact Susan Thomas at 614-844-6200 or 
by email at sthomas@wocumc.org. 

https://www.westohioumc.org/events/conference/list?page=2
mailto:sthomas@wocumc.org


 

 

Good Works Summer 
Lunch Initiative 

 
Good Works is looking for a once-a-week volunteer to 
help provide a hot nutritious meal to children and adults 
during our Summer Lunch initiative. Summer Lunch be-
gins Monday, June 18th through Thursday, August 2nd 
and is a meal that is available four days a week for sev-

en consecutive weeks. Last year, we served an average of 60 adults and children every day. If you think 
you would like to help Darlene Wasserman in the kitchen at The Plains UMC once a week, reply to Keith 
Wasserman at keith@good-works.net and he will respond with the next steps.  
 
For more information visit http://good-works.net/summer-lunch/ 
 
In addition to volunteers, Good Works is looking for food to serve this summer so if you have a connec-
tion to meats or vegetables or pasta or would like our needs list regarding food, let Keith know. They 
could also use gift cards from Kroger, Piggly Wiggly and Walmart. 
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CLERGY FAMILY DAY 
 
This summer, Foothills District clergy and their families are in-
vited to join together for an evening of fun and entertainment.  
  
August 3 we will gather at the Sugarloaf Mountain Amphithea-
ter, near Chillicothe, and experience the outdoor drama  
Tecumseh. The historic story depicts the extraordinary life of 
the legendary Shawnee leader as he struggles to defend his 
sacred homeland in the Ohio country during the late 1700’s.  
  
This is an excellent, exciting and action-packed drama. You 
won’t want your family to miss it!  
  
If you would like to explore more information about the drama or the facilities, check out their website 
at http://tecumsehdrama.com/. 
  
Ticket prices are as follows:  Adults $20 per person; Children 10 and younger $15 for the perfor-
mance only. You may now register and pay with a credit card here. Please note that we cannot take 
credit card payments in the District Office over the phone. You must be logged in to register.  
 
The performance begins at 8:00 p.m. We suggest you arrive at least one hour early to the amphithe-
ater, but you may want to arrive in Chillicothe earlier in the day to do the “Behind the Scenes Tour” or 
the “Living History Tour”. These tours are at an additional cost to you and is not included in the above 
ticket price.  
 
Or may want to plan additional activities for your family while you are in the area. There are signifi-
cant historic sites near Chillicothe, such as the Hopewell Culture National Historic Park and the  
Adena Mansion and Gardens – home of Gov. Thomas Worthington, as well as many other activities 
including the Pump House Center for the Arts, a Railroad Museum and the Ross Co. Heritage  
Center. If you are an outdoor enthusiast, there are 5 State Parks within the county. Check out the 
Ross County/Chillicothe Visitor Bureau website at http://visitchillicotheohio.com/. 

mailto:keith@good-works.net
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgood-works.net%2Fsummer-lunch%2F&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7Cf1a732d56cd2456c240908d5c17278f1%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636627619776136396&sdata=XT%2BsXNxxFFoBT6tw1tP
http://tecumsehdrama.com/
https://www.foothillsdistrict.org/district/foothills/event/clergy-family-day
http://visitchillicotheohio.com/
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Greetings from the Summer Kids' Discovery Club! 
 
We are gearing up for the 11th year of Summer Kids' Discovery Club, which will 
take place Monday, June 18th through Thursday, August 2nd, and are begin-
ning to connect with the greater community regarding presenters. Please note a 
change in our summer schedule, we will not be offering Kids’ Discovery Club or Summer Lunch on Fridays this summer. We 
do offer a free meal on Friday’s called Friday Night Life, to learn more about this weekly meal check out  
http://good-works.net/friday-night-life/  
 
Last summer was a blast! Full of creative activities, exciting presentations, delicious (and healthy!) food and so much more! 
Did you know we had over 88 members of the Athens community, and beyond, visit Discovery Club and lead 36 different 
educational and creative presentations during the summer of 2017? We truly cannot do what we do without the support of a 
loving and creative community.  
 
I am writing today to invite you to consider being a ONE-TIME presenter with Kids' Discovery Club this summer. The presen-
tation and/or activities would again take place between 9:30am and 11:00am, with a time cushion for set-up and clean-up, at 
The Plains United Methodist Church located in The Plains, Ohio. As in years passed, Kids' Discovery Club is primarily fo-
cused on kids ages 5-12 (K-6th grade).  
 
As you may know, the Kids’ Discovery Club is a true partnership between Good Works, The Plains United Methodist Church, 
and our broader community in that we are able to provide a wide variety of educational and fun experiences through a budg-
et of donations of time, energy, supplies, and facilities. This unique summer experience for kids is cost-free for every child 
involved...we are able to offer the Discovery Club free of charge because of many people like YOU who offer of themselves!    
 

Would you consider donating your time and interests in the form of a  
ONE-TIME presentation or activity this summer?  

 
As in previous years, we have specific theme days that should accommodate a host of professions, hobbies, and activities 
that you, our presenter, could share!  

The theme days for summer 2018 are: 

 

Fun-Day Monday: Monday’s are Fun-Day’s this summer.  Want to present on a culture or profession 
you’re passionate about? Want to do a craft or play music? Want to lead a few activities to get the partici-
pants to engage with each other and their world, then Monday’s are for you! 
 

Ready, Set, Go! Tuesday: A day to learn how to keep our bodies healthy, how our bodies work 
and also get them moving! 
Know something about how the body works or moves or how to keep our bodies healthy? Want to come 
and share this with the children once this summer or just lead a couple of gym like activities to get our bod-
ies moving?  
 

What in the World? Wednesday: We will spend this day learning about the inhabitants of planet 
earth and how to care for them all (animals, plants, people, etc…).  
What inspires you about the earth and nature that you'd like to share? Do you have an animal to bring and 
show the children?  
 

Make and Create Thursday: A day to get our creative juices flowing through art, music, crafts, 
and more! We will end each week making and creating something new.  
Do you like to teach kids how to make things? Do you find JOY in teaching children how to be creative? 
This day is for you!  
 
If you are interested in learning more about how to share of yourself at Kids' Discovery Club this 
summer, please contact me at emily@good-works.net or by calling 740.594.3339.  

GOOD WORKS SUMMER KIDS CLUB  
NEEDS YOUR EXPERTISE! 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgood-works.net%2Ffriday-night-life%2F&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7Cf1a732d56cd2456c240908d5c17278f1%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636627619776136396&sdata=uyCEVI4%2F7kK7BD
mailto:emily@good-works.net
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PO Box 67 
47 Johnson Rd. 

The Plains, OH 45780-0067 

Phone:  888-868-1225 or  
 

740-677-0136 
 
E-mail: Foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

 
 

FOOTHILLS DISTRICT 

UMC 

Check us out on the Web: 
www.foothillsdistrict.org 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Office Hours: M-F  9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

E-Mails:      Office - foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

Dennis Miller, DS -  dmiller@wocumc.org 

Steve McGuire, ADS - smcguire@wocumc.org  

Merv Davis, Treasurer/Bookkeeper - mdavis@wocumc.org 

Sherri Rogers, Office Admin. - srogers@wocumc.org 

Prayer Concerns 

Condolences to the family of Rev. Wendell Stutler who passed away on May 18.    
Cards may be sent to Wendell’s son Rev. Dewayne Stutler and family at 916 
16th Street, Vienna, WV 26105. 
 

The 7 Deadly Sins 
of Church  
Social Media 
 
You've likely already heard that social me-
dia can be an effective tool for ministry. 
You've read a bunch of articles telling you 
how to get started and what to do.  
 
And, despite the reputation it can have at times, social media can be a sur-
prisingly forgiving place. Things move fast, posts that fall flat fade into the 
background, and you can always try something new next time. But there are 
a handful of things you can do (or not do) that can have a much bigger and 
more lasting impact on your effectiveness.  
 
1. Posting without a strategy 
2. Using social media primarily as a broadcast channel 
3. Posting the same thing on every social network 
4. Neglecting accounts and/or interactions 
5. Lacking authenticity 
6. Mishandling current events and pop culture 
7. Leaving out the call to action 
 

For the full article Read More... 
 

mailto:Foothills@wocumc.org
mailto:mohler@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:robbie@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:mdavis@wocumc.org
mailto:rogers@foothillsdistrict.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001uolOd95WxsBCkLrvqrDQQgMnV8GU-9TvYgm5SXVr_hluZbtho6VA7RdBUMd3Ugifb6yjxgluW0meY-XC7yky70DrTI38HUCOkUialcwWY6TUpNQLruC-azzVRbcXAOVTWhBDUnQhj-Fa01ihRbveNvZirZu0JYl8c6BCJ

