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Foothills District UMC 

Are Visitors Really Welcome at Your Church?  
  

I will never forget the Sunday morning a couple of years ago when I arrived unan-
nounced to worship at one of our Foothills District churches. The pastor did not 
see me enter the sanctuary and the greeters and ushers were unprepared for visi-
tors. I was finally greeted with the words, “Who are you and what are you doing 
here this morning?” I guess they were not expecting visitors that morning! 
  
Now if surveyed, they may have said they were a friendly church. But in reality, 
they were cold, internally focused and only friendly to one another. I was the 
youngest person in the church that day. Local young adults and families with chil-
dren were attending elsewhere or not at all. If I wasn’t the DS, but a lost soul 
seeking acceptance, direction, fellowship, grace and salvation, I probably would 
not have returned. Can you imagine a visitor hearing the words, “Who are you and 
what are you doing here?” 
  
As guests arrive at our doorsteps, will we be ready for them? Studies have shown 
that visitors decide in the first 10 minutes whether they will return. That 10 minutes 
includes the way our guests are welcomed and how the worship service begins. 
Does the service begin with warmth and a focus on praising God or does it begin 
with 10 minutes of insider information and announcements? Do members simply 
greet their friends or do they welcome the stranger?  
  
Contrast that experience in the Foothills with an experience I had while on vaca-
tion in Florida several years ago. Upon arrival into the parking lot of First United 
Methodist Church of Ormond Beach, Rachel and I were greeted by a friendly 
parking lot attendant who was wearing shorts and a T-shirt that read, "Can I Help 
You?" After a warm smile and greeting, he directed us into a special parking spot 
near the front door that was marked, "Special Guest Parking Only." 
  
As we entered the bright new sanctuary, several members (all wearing nametags) 
warmly greeted us. The people were tremendous hosts. They did not attack us 
like vultures but possessed a caring approach toward their guests. The bulletin 
stated that if we desired further information regarding the church, it was available 
at the welcome center near the front entrance.  
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After our wonderful welcome, the worship service began. It was Mother's Day and a large number of 
children participated in the service. The songs were upbeat. The service contained drama, laughter, 
and positive inspiring preaching. The place was alive and growing. The atmosphere was simply ex-
citing, Christ-centered, Biblically-based, and very inspirational! I told Rachel if we were looking for a 
church, we would visit here again.  
  
This experience many years ago has helped shape my understanding of "Radical Hospitality." Since 
our churches possess a message that the world so desperately needs, we must develop a lifestyle 
of welcoming and hospitality that enables that message to be heard. Congregations must be inten-
tional about creating a warm loving environment where people may experience the love of God.  
  
Allow me to make a few suggestions where I believe we can be more welcoming.  
  
Greeters & Ushers - Those who belong in this ministry must have warm personalities and the gift of 
hospitality. They need to be positive and enthusiastic. Having ushers of all ages and both genders is 
essential. One responsibility of the greeter/usher is to introduce the guest(s) to another couple or 
single in their age range. Every guest in God's house must feel welcome and appreciated.  
  
All Members of the Congregation - Be intentional about greeting each other and especially aware 
of newcomers. This should be simple in most of our small churches. For those in our larger church-
es, be intentional about looking for people whose faces you don't recognize and welcome them.  
  
Pastors and Church Leaders – Regularly train your folks! Every year on the first day of pre-season 
training, legendary coach for the Green Bay Packers, Vince Lombardi, would gather his players to-
gether. All these professional athletes had played the game of football for years. Yet Coach Lombar-
di would always begin with five simple words, "Gentlemen, this is a football."  He would then go over 
the basics of what a football is and its role in the game.  He would then take his team out and show 
them the field, explaining where the out-of-bounds lines and the end zones were.  He would go over 
the basics of the game, explaining rules and organization of players.  
 
When I served as pastor of a local church, I would regularly hold equipping events for my commun-
ion stewards, hospitality teams and ushers. Particularly before a holiday or major event, I would say, 
“Company’s coming! Let’s huddle together and discuss our action plan for game day.” I found those 
regular equipping events made a major difference in how guests were received and welcome. Don’t 
allow your ushers/servant volunteers to say, “We’ve been doing this for years, we already know what 
to do!” As pastors and church leaders, lead your people by instructing them to work together to im-
prove your ministry of hospitality.   
 
These are just a few suggestions. Certainly, there are dozens of other things we could do to become 
more hospitable. Dr. Thom Rainer in The Unchurched Next Door says that "82% of the unchurched 
are at least somewhat likely to attend church if invited, yet only 2% of Christians ever invite someone 
to worship with them!” So here is your assignment for the next few months: Pray, be creative, get 
involved, make a difference, be an ambassador of Jesus 
Christ! God is counting on you! 
  
I am looking forward to hearing the progress reports. Please 
know I am proud to be part of the future friendliest United 
Methodist district in America!  

 
 
 
 
 

Dennis   
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Join Bishop Gregory V. Palmer for an 
evening of inspiration, worship, testimony 
and sharing.  
 
All West Ohio United Methodists are en-
couraged to attend. The event is FREE; 
however, PRE-REGISTRATION IS RE-
QUIRED for dinner and to receive printed 
materials.  
 
 

Registration is now open! To register, click here - https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/i-
believe-church-event-coburn-umc 
 
When:                 Wednesday, October 3, 2018  
Where:                Coburn UMC - 3618 Maple Ave., Zanesville, OH 43701 
 
Evening Schedule 
 
6:00 to 6:45 pm - Dinner (by reservation only) 
7:00 to 8:30 pm - Program featuring Bishop Gregory Palmer 

Charge Conference season will soon be upon us! This year two Pre-Charge Conference Briefings 
will be offered to help prepare you for your Fall Charge Conference. You will have your choice of at-
tending on Tuesday, September 11 or Saturday, September 15th. Please plan to attend one of these 
briefings and bring along the person responsible for completing your online paperwork.  
 
DS Dennis Miller will provide the morning devotions and ADS Steve McGuire, Office Administrator 
Sherri Rogers and Dennis Miller will lead the briefing and answer any questions you may have.  
 
These briefings are helpful for everyone, but will be particularly useful for those who may not have 
completed the paperwork involved in Charge Conference in 
previous years.  
 
Option #1 
Date:                    Tuesday, September 11, 2018 
Time:                    10:00am to 11:30am 
Location:             Camp Otterbein, Albright Lodge 
                             15483 St. Rt. 328  
                              Logan, OH 43138 
 
Option #2             
Date:                    Saturday, September 15, 2018 
Time:                    10:00am to 11:30am 
Location:             Rockland UMC Fellowship Hall 
                              2300 Washington Blvd. 
                              Belpre, OH 45714 

Pre-Charge Conference Briefings to be Held 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/i-believe-church-event-coburn-umc
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/i-believe-church-event-coburn-umc
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Festival  
Of Sharing 

September 15 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

The Festival will be held again this year on Otterbein University’s STEAM Innovation Center, 60 Col-
legeview Rd., Westerville Ohio 43081. This location can be easily accessed from Cleveland Avenue or 
West Main Street in Westerville. 

The Festival of Sharing is accepting the following kits ONLY: 

For hygiene kits here. 

For school kits here. 

For instructions on preparing emergency clean up buckets click here 

 Please follow the instructions exactly regarding kit content and packing! 

Pack kits in boxes with lids or flaps that can be closed, taped securely and easily stacked. Only one 
type of kit per box. Boxes should be clearly marked/labeled on the outside indicating the type of kit 
and the number of kits per box. DO NOT put cash or checks inside the kits or the box. Clearly mark 
the name and address of your church on the outside of the box or complete the kit form and attach it 
to the outside of the box. The from can be found at fosohio.org. 

Prior to delivering kits to the collection depot, please complete the FOS Kit Receiving and Funds Pro-
cessing Form and mail with a check made payable to Festival of Sharing to cover shipping/processing 
costs to: 

Festival of Sharing – PO Box 968, Elkhart, IN 46515. 

Once again, the Foothills District Office will serve as a kit collection depot. The office is located at 47 
Johnson Road, The Plains, Ohio 45780 (directly across the street from Athens High School) 

The office will receive kits Monday through Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. through September 
13. It should be noted that there is not always someone in the office during the lunch hour which is
usually between 12:00-1:00 p.m. It may be wise to call the office to assure that someone is available
to receive your kits. 888-868-1225

For further details on kits, packing instructions, tally sheets and more, check out the Festival of Shar-
ing website at http://fosohio.org/.   

https://fosohio.org/assembling-kits/hygiene-kits/
https://fosohio.org/assembling-kits/school-kits/
https://fosohio.org/assembling-kits/emergency-cleanup-bucket/
https://fosohio.org/
https://fosohio.org/
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All In Community is excited to announce 
the launch of All In Community webinars! 
This fall, we are bringing “experts by ex-
perience” to you via your computer 
screen. This is one way we will provide 
you the resources and training that you 
requested through the 2018 All In Com-
munity Survey. 
 
 
All In Community Webinar:  
Advocacy Made Easy  
September 11, 12:00 noon - 1 p.m.   
 
Making our communities safer. Expanding access to mental health and addiction recovery options. 
Slowing down the revolving door from reentry to return to prison. Making a more just criminal justice 
system. These visions for a better future involve us lending our voices and our votes for criminal jus-
tice reform. Not once - not twice - but regularly.   
 
Join Wendy Tarr and Amanda Hoyt for a one-hour presentation with Q&A on current criminal justice 
reform legislative initiatives that promote safety and healing where we live. Get informed about how 
passing November’s Ohio Neighborhood Safety, Drug Treatment, and Rehabilitation Amendment will 
lead to sentencing reform, divesting from prisons, and investing in communities all across our state. 
Learn a few easy steps you can take to advocate for a better life for all of Ohio’s citizens. 
 
Wendy Tarr serves as the Director of Vincentian Ohio Action Network (VOAN) and Accompanying 
Returning Citizens with Hope (ARCH) in Columbus. She is a trained Healing Communities Trainer for 
the West Ohio Conference and serves on the All In Community Conference Team. Amanda Hoyt 
serves as the campaign coordinator for the Ohio Organizing Collaborative in Columbus where she 
works on reforming our criminal justice system to promote safety and healing.  
 
 
All In Community Webinar: Mentoring Incarcerated Members, Family, and Neighbors  
October 2, 12 noon – 1 p.m.   
 
Know someone who is currently incarcerated? Need to know what else you can do so support them? 
Mentoring is a process of a more experienced person helping a less experienced person grow and 
develop. Our members, loved ones, and neighbors in our prisons benefit greatly from healthy, Christ-
centered relationships. When they feel support from people who are for “the right thing,” their thinking 
and behavior can change. Join Gary Croft, Faith-based Reentry Coordinator for the Ohio Department 
of Rehabilitation and Correction, as he provides the basics on qualities of a good mentor and easy 
starting points for Faith-based mentoring. He will discuss steps you can take to effectively mentor 
residents inside our state prisons whether they reside right next door or are incarcerated far away.  
 
This Webinar is for anyone who is currently walking with an incarcerated person – church member, 
family member, friend, or neighbor. 
 
Gary Croft currently serves as the Faith-based Reentry Coordinator for the Ohio Department of Re-
habilitation and Correction where he is responsible for mobilizing the faith community in Ohio in sup-
port of the agency’s reentry initiatives in our parole regions and 29 prisons. Prior to this position, 
Gary served as Chief Inspector for eight years and Chair of the Ohio Parole Board for three years. 
Gary also served as Warden at the Lorain Correctional Institution. 
 
To register for either Webinar, email Reba Collins at rebakco@gmail.com.    

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fohorganizing.org%2Fsafeandhealthy%2Fthe-ohio-neighborhood-safety-drug-treatment-and-rehabilitation-amendment%2F&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7C77cd9ccea638401cf39708d603b35af1%7Cff6b5ac176
mailto:rebakco@gmail.com


 

PO Box 67 
47 Johnson Rd. 

The Plains, OH 45780-0067 

Phone:  888-868-1225 or  
 

740-677-0136 
 
E-mail: Foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

 
 

FOOTHILLS DISTRICT 

UMC 

Check us out on the Web: 
www.foothillsdistrict.org 

Page 6 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Office Hours: M-F  9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

E-Mails:      Office - foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

Dennis Miller, DS -  dmiller@wocumc.org 

Steve McGuire, ADS - smcguire@wocumc.org  

Merv Davis, Treasurer/Bookkeeper - mdavis@wocumc.org 

Sherri Rogers, Office Admin. - srogers@wocumc.org 

Springboro First UMC (near Dayton) has 2 eight-foot 
portable altar rails for FREE. We would love to give 
them to another church, as our current setting no long-
er has space for them. They are a little worn, but not 
too bad.  
 
If you are interested, please contact Amy Haines at 
ahaines@wocumc.org or 937-748-2612. 

 
 

Altar Rails Available 

Hocking Hills UMC in Logan, Ohio has 28 cream and maroon colored choir 
robes of various sizes with reversible bibs. Bibs can be removed. 
 

They are selling all 28 for a total of $150.00. 
 

Please call 740-385-4136 if you have any questions or to make an appointment 
to see the robes. 

 

Choir Robes for Sale 

mailto:Foothills@wocumc.org
mailto:mohler@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:robbie@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:mdavis@wocumc.org
mailto:rogers@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:ahaines@wocumc.org



