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Foothills District UMC 

PRAYING OUR WAY FORWARD 
 

Dear Foothills District Friends, 
 
As we navigate the days ahead, we are praying for a Christ-centered way forward 
for the United Methodist Church. 2 Chronicles 7:14 assures us that prayer and re-
pentance are honored by the Lord with healing of our land. It is my prayer that our 
hearts will align with God’s heart and that God will lead us to a solution that we are 
not yet able to see with human eyes.  
 
During the month of October, I invite you to pray the words of Matthew 6:13 (KJV), 
“For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever! Amen.”  This por-
tion of the Lord’s prayer is called a doxology. Doxology literally means “speaking 
glory or a word of glory.” 
 
Two thousand years ago, Caesar Augustus was the most powerful man in the world. 
He was devoted to building his kingdom. The world had never seen anything like it 
up until this point in history. The kingdom stretched north to England, south to Africa, 
and east to Asia. Caesar Augustus literally ruled the known world. He ruled the na-
tions. He ruled the rulers of the nations. They all bowed down to him. He was called 
the king of kings and the Lord of Lords. At the end of his life, people literally wor-
shiped him.   
 
Contrast this with another great king who lived nearly 1000 years earlier. David was 
the greatest king of the Old Testament. He was a man after God’s own heart. By the 
time we reach 1 Chronicles chapter 29, the shepherd boy who killed the giant is now 
an old man. The one who taught Israel to dance before the Lord can now no longer 
move. From his deathbed, David called together the nobles of Israel and said to 
them, “This is not about me. This is not about my kingdom and my power and my 
glory.”  
 
Let’s look at his prayer recorded in 1 Chronicles 29:10-13:  
 

“O LORD, the God of our ancestor Israel, may you be praised forever 
and ever! (11) Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power, the glory, 
the victory, and the majesty. Everything in the heavens and on earth is 
yours, O LORD, and this is your kingdom. We adore you as the one 
who is over all things. (12) Wealth and honor come from you alone, for 
you rule over everything. Power and might are in your hand, and at 
your discretion people are made great and given strength. (13) O our 
God, we thank you and praise your glorious name! 

 
Jesus was familiar with David’s prayer in 1 Chronicles chapter 29 and therefore in-
cluded some of these words in what we now call the Lord’s Prayer. Although most of 
us as United Methodists pray this prayer on a regular basis, the truth is we often 
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have a “kingdom problem.” We want to build our own kingdoms here on earth. For too many of us, 
Christianity is really all about ME. It’s all about MY personal fulfillment, MY success, MY experience, 
MY feelings. We like to be in control. But in reality, the One who is in control doesn’t live in Rome, 
Washington D.C., or Hollywood.  
 
I wonder how the world would have been different if Caesar Augustus would have somehow found his 
way to that remote corner of his kingdom known as Bethlehem. I wonder how different the world 
would have been if he would have knelt down near the manger and surrendered to the true King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords.  
 
There day is coming when every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess. Foothills District: This 
is our day! This is our moment! We don’t have to wait. We can start practicing. This is our chance to 
love and cherish and hallow the name of the Savior. 
 
To find our way forward as United Methodists, why don’t we pray the doxology of the Lord’s prayer 
every day? May our prayer be, “O God, this is not about me; this is not about my kingdom; it is not 
about my power; it is not about my glory. O God, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glo-
ry, forever! Amen.” 

 
 
 
 

   Dennis  

 
 

Join Bishop Gregory V. Palmer for an  
evening of inspiration, worship, testimony 
and sharing.  
 
All West Ohio United Methodists are en-
couraged to attend. The event is FREE; 
however, PRE-REGISTRATION IS RE-
QUIRED for dinner and to receive printed 
materials.  
 
 
Registration is now closed for the meal portion of the evening, but everyone is encouraged to attend 
the program portion of the evening.  
 

When:                 Wednesday, October 3, 2018  
Where:                Coburn UMC - 3618 Maple Ave., Zanesville, OH 43701 
 
 
Evening Schedule 
 
6:00 to 6:45 pm - Dinner (by reservation only) 
7:00 to 8:30 pm - Program featuring Bishop Gregory Palmer 
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Fall 2018 Traction Tracks 
Open for Registration 
 

“Traction Tracks” are specific training/resourcing/coaching/
implementation components developed within West Ohio’s Missional Church Consultation Initiative 
(MCCI), now available in individual short courses for churches of any size and setting.  Does your 
congregation need to gain a new specific aspect of traction to begin moving forward into renewed 
vitality? Consider which of these next Traction Track offerings might be right for you. Every Traction 
Track involves your pastor plus a team from your church. Click on any of these links to find out more, 
and to register online.  
 
Breakthrough Prayer Initiative (one session training) 
Every new movement of church renewal always begins through prayer, asking God to bring new 
possibilities and hope. Learn how to lay a foundation of churchwide prayer that will move your con-
gregation from looking down and in, to up and out! Sunday, November 11, 2:00pm-7:00pm  Host lo-
cation Waynesville UMC (ORV)  Register here 
 
Family Ties (four-session training) 
Family Ties teaches churches how to rethink and intentionally change your current approach to 
reach and disciple new children and families at home, in church and within your local community. 
Connect anew with the next generation!  Sessions begin Saturday, November 10, Host location St 
Marks UMC, Findlay.  Register here. 
 
Creating a Social Media Strategy for Your Church (two-session training) 
It's important to use social media on behalf of your church - it's where the people are!  Learn how to 
establish a consistent and positive social media presence to generate maximum impact with minimal 
investment of time and money.  First session is October 16. Host location: North Broadway UMC, 
Columbus.  Register here. 
 
Newcomers-How to Acquire, Track, and Keep Them (two-session training) 
It is difficult to manage what you cannot measure. This Traction Track will help you develop a system 
to help your church acquire and keep new guests by closing the "back door". You will learn how to 
develop strategic systems and put them into action. First session is October 16. Host location: North 
Broadway UMC, Columbus. Register here 
  
For more information or for assistance with registration, contact Grace Gerber at gger-
ber@wocumc.org. 

Boundary Training—Last Call 
 

If you have not already attended the mandatory Clergy Boundary 
Training yet, the LAST event will be on October 24th at Etna UMC, 
500 Pike Street SW, Etna Ohio.   
 

Registration is active, and you can register online here. 
 
 

IF you registered for an earlier event and paid, unfortunately, your pre-
vious payment will not cover this event. If you have any questions, please contact Susan Thomas, 
Administrative Coordinator in the Office of Ministry at sthomas@wocumc.org or 
614-844-6200 ext 246  
 
This training is required for all who are actively serving a church including Elders, Associate Mem-
bers, Licensed Local Pastors and Supply Pastors and all retired clergy under appointment.  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fcivicrm%2Fevent%2Finfo%3Freset%3D1%26amp%3Bid%3D1353&data=02%7C01%7Ckcook%40wocumc.org%7Cdaa0e4dd3d1245d962a008d611d7e77a%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C63671
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1211
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fcivicrm%2Fevent%2Finfo%3Freset%3D1%26amp%3Bid%3D1358&data=02%7C01%7Ckcook%40wocumc.org%7Cdaa0e4dd3d1245d962a008d611d7e77a%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C63671
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fcivicrm%2Fevent%2Finfo%3Freset%3D1%26amp%3Bid%3D1362&data=02%7C01%7Ckcook%40wocumc.org%7Cdaa0e4dd3d1245d962a008d611d7e77a%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C63671
mailto:ggerber@wocumc.org
mailto:ggerber@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/2018-clergy-ethics-training-boundaries-ministry-importance-self-care-6
mailto:jperry@wocumc.org
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All In Community is excited to announce the 
launch of All In Community webinars! This fall, 
we are bringing “experts by experience” to you 
via your computer screen. This is one way we 
will provide you the resources and training that 
you requested through the 2018 All In Commu-
nity Survey. 
 
All In Community Webinar:  
Mentoring Incarcerated Members, Family,  
and Neighbors  
October 2, 12 noon – 1 p.m.   
 
Know someone who is currently incarcerated? Need to know what else you can do so support them? 
Mentoring is a process of a more experienced person helping a less experienced person grow and 
develop. Our members, loved ones, and neighbors in our prisons benefit greatly from healthy, Christ-
centered relationships. When they feel support from people who are for “the right thing,” their thinking 
and behavior can change. Join Gary Croft, Faith-based Reentry Coordinator for the Ohio Department 
of Rehabilitation and Correction, as he provides the basics on qualities of a good mentor and easy 
starting points for Faith-based mentoring. He will discuss steps you can take to effectively mentor 
residents inside our state prisons whether they reside right next door or are incarcerated far away.  
 
This Webinar is for anyone who is currently walking with an incarcerated person – church member, 
family member, friend, or neighbor. 
 
Gary Croft currently serves as the Faith-based Reentry Coordinator for the Ohio Department of Re-
habilitation and Correction where he is responsible for mobilizing the faith community in Ohio in sup-
port of the agency’s reentry initiatives in our parole regions and 29 prisons. Prior to this position, 
Gary served as Chief Inspector for eight years and Chair of the Ohio Parole Board for three years. 
Gary also served as Warden at the Lorain Correctional Institution. 
 
To register for either Webinar, email Reba Collins at rebakco@gmail.com.    

The time is always right to make sure we safeguard the 
Church and it's ministries. This year's Legal Forum will 
tackle some emerging challenges and include topics that 
are always timely. 
 
Topics: 

• #MeToo and the Church - Sex-Based Harassment 

• Copyright Basics in the Era of Live Streaming and 
Social Media 

• Estate Planning - How Your Church Can Benefit 

• Real Estate Matters 
 

Event Date: October 26, 2018 
Registration 9:00 AM  - Event: 9:30 AM - 3:30PM 

 

Cost is $35 per person.  
Location:  Ohio Northern University - 525 S. Main Street, Ada , OH 45810 
 
For more information, contact Cat Lyle at clyle@wocumc.org or 614-844-6200, ext. 222. 
 

mailto:rebakco@gmail.com
mailto:clyle@wocumc.org
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Are you a youth group, women's group, men's group, young 
adult group, or an otherwise eclectically congregating group of 
individuals with a desire to serve and give back this summer? 
 
Your group is invited to come and serve for a week (Sunday - 
Friday) alongside ministries in Cincinnati participating in build-
ing projects, day camps, delivering furniture, communing with 
those who are experiencing homelessness and sickness, and 
more.  
 
The heart behind Summer Impact is transformation through 
serving experiences, meaningful interactions, and individual/
group reflection time in order to see the work that God is  
already doing and calling us to partner in that Kingdom work. The hope is that teams will return home 
with a renewed energy and sense of where God is leading them to serve throughout the year. 
 
To find out more information about what your week will look like, cost ($190/person if registered by the 
end of 2018), and to register please visit: http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact/ 

Summer Impact 2019 

 

Saturday, November 3 - Your Best Night Out with Ted and 
Nancie Lowe is a one-night event hosted by Rolling Plains UM 
Church and programmed by MarriedPeople. Ted is the director of 
MarriedPeople, the marriage division Orange, a non-profit organiza-
tion devoted to influencing those who influence the next generation. 
Before working at Orange he worked as the Director of MarriedLife at 
North Point Community Church in Alpharetta, Georgia. 
 
This event is being held in Secrest Auditorium, 334 Shinnick St., Za-
nesville, in order to engage the community and partner with other 
churches who may be interested in marriage ministry. 
 
Tickets are $15 per couple. 

 
The couples of your church will experience a night of comedy and laughter with one powerful go and 
do that couples can actually go and do. And as always, we provide you with “now what’s?” - follow up 
tools and resources that couples love and use. 
 
In addition to Ted and Nancie Lowe the evening will feature comedian Jonnie W. 
 
Please Contact Rolling Plains Church for tickets or more information - 740-453-4192 

Date Night 

http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact/
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Foothills District Clergy Christmas Dinner 

Friday, November 30, 2018 

Foothills DS Dennis & Rachel Miller invite you to join them for a holiday celebration on Fri-
day, November 30, 2018 as we gather as clergy and spouses, active and retired, and District 
Board of Directors. Former DS, Dennis & Sue Mohler will be our special guests! The evening 
will include special holiday music and a short devotional message from Rev. Mohler.  
 

Dinner Menu: 
 Herb & Garlic Grilled Chicken 
 Sliced Sirloin with caramelized onions & mushroom glaze 
 Baked potatoes sour cream & butter 
 Long Grain Wild Rice Pilaf 
 Seasonal Vegetable Medley 
 Mixed greens salad with assorted dressing 
 Mixed Fruit & Pasta Salad  
 Rolls/butter 
 Assorted desserts 
 NY Style cheesecake with raspberry coulis 
 

Price: $15 per person 
RSVP no later than November 20, 2018 
 

Financial assistance is available for child care.  
Please contact the district office.  

Ohio University Inn 

331 Richland Ave 

Athens, Ohio 45701 
 

Gather at 6:00 pm - 

Dinner at 6:30 pm 

Register online here 
Or call Sherri at the District Office at 888-868-1225 

Charge Conference Schedule 
 

November  3—Central Trinity Zanesville, 10:00 a.m. 
 

November 4—Carmel-Sutton, Meigs County, 6:30 pm  
 

https://www.foothillsdistrict.org/district/foothills/event/fth-christmas-party-0
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The Preachers’ Relief Society is a voluntary, non-profit benevolent organiza-
tion of clergy and their families in the West Ohio Conference. It is an affiliat-
ed organization of the conference. 

Begun in 1837, PRS predates pensions and medical insurance in the confer-
ence and the denomination. Ministers in the former Cincinnati Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church decided that an organization such as The 
Preachers’ Relief Society would help “tired, worn-out preachers and their 
families.” 

Almost two centuries later, the phrasing is quaint, but the purpose is the 
same: to bring relief where it is needed. While clergy and their families now participate in pension 
plans and health care coverage, both sometimes fall short, and The Preachers’ Relief Society 
stands ready to help its members in situations such as when: 

High deductible medical insurance policies leave a gap before full coverage 

Vision or dental plans require prepayments 

Births or deaths bring extraordinary expenses 

A fire, storm, flood or other natural disaster requires immediate response 

On application from a member, The Preachers’ Relief Society may make a grant for these or other 
needs. The grants are made outright; they are not loans and no strings are attached. 

Grants are not for fixed or specific amounts, and they are not guaranteed, but are based entirely up-
on the needs of members, and so are not IRS taxable. 

Every active licensed member in the West Ohio Conference (Elders, Deacons, commissioned proba-
tionary members, and local pastors) is eligible for membership in The Preachers’ Relief Society, sub-
ject to age limit and conference membership requirements. 

Membership is voluntary, not mandatory. Payment of annual dues and continuing conference mem-
bership guarantees eligibility for grants. Life memberships are also available. 

Membership rates: 
Application And One Year $25 

Renewal For One Year $25 
Lifetime Ages 25-40 $300 
Lifetime Ages 41-59 $200 

Lifetime Ages 60 And Above $100 
 
For more information about The Preachers’ Relief Society of the West Ohio Conference of The Unit-

ed Methodist Church, contact: 

The Rev. Sharon Hausman 
9822 Bradysville Road 
Aberdeen, Ohio 45101 

Telephone 740-621-0973 
E-mail: pastor.sharon62@gmail.com 

 
Use this contact for application for membership, dues payments, questions about membership, in-
formation about life memberships, and Application for PRS Grant forms. 

PREACHER’S RELIEF SOCIETY 

mailto:pastor.sharon62@gmail.com
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OUT OF THE ASHES is an event that empowers healing and promotes change.   
Each year, hundreds of adults and children become victims of human trafficking and 
sexual and domestic violence. Join us as we come together to inspire hope in our 
communities while doing our part to put an end to these crimes. 
 
Fairfield Medical Center invites all clergy and all people in ministry to a special event focusing on 
victims of human trafficking, sexual and domestic violence. FMC’s service area includes Perry, Hock-
ing and Athens counties in the Foothills District, but the invitation is extended to everyone.  
 

Tuesday, October 23 
Registration begins at 7:30 am. 
Event is from 8 am. - 4:30 pm. 

 
Crossroads Event Center, 2095 W. Fair Ave., Lancaster, OH 

 
Cost: $20 (pay at the door) - please note there is NO cost for any clergy, ministry personnel, faith 
leader or church participant representing their local faith community / ministry. 
 
A lunchtime breakout session is currently being planned by the FMC chaplains to discussion applica-
tion in our communities. 
 

Contact hours pending for Nurses and Social Workers. CMEs pending for physicians.  
Fairfield Medical Center is an approved provider of continuing nursing education by the Ohio Nurses 
Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on 
Accreditation. (OBN-001-91) (OH-138, 3/1/2019) 
  
Register by Oct. 16 online at fmchealth.org. Event includes continental breakfast and boxed lunch.  

http://www.fmchealth.org/event-details.aspx?eventid=1164


 

PO Box 67 
47 Johnson Rd. 

The Plains, OH 45780-0067 

Phone:  888-868-1225 or  
 

740-677-0136 
 
E-mail: Foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

 
 

FOOTHILLS DISTRICT 

UMC 

Check us out on the Web: 
www.foothillsdistrict.org 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Office Hours: M-F  9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

E-Mails:      Office - foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

Dennis Miller, DS -  dmiller@wocumc.org 

Steve McGuire, ADS - smcguire@wocumc.org  

Merv Davis, Treasurer/Bookkeeper - mdavis@wocumc.org 

Sherri Rogers, Office Admin. - srogers@wocumc.org 

Nelsonville First UM Church is seeking a part-time Office Administrator. The 
position is no more than 20 hours per week at an hourly rate of $10 per hour. 
The pastor serves as the immediate supervisor.   
 
Duties and responsibilities include, but are not limited to: 
• Answer all church communications with a professional, calm, and wel-

coming presence.  
• Maintain a high degree of confidentiality and communicates directly with 

Pastor if there is any question about whether a matter is confidential or 
not.  

• Assists in the development, implementation, and maintenance of all print-
ed and electronic materials including but not limited to: bulletins, all-
church email communications, letters, reports, press releases, social me-
dia platforms, website, master calendar, etc. ensuring accuracy and time-
liness.  

• Assist with the management and maintenance of all official records and 
files of the Church.  

• Orders and sees to maintenance of office supplies and equipment.  
• Answers the phone during office hours.  
• Periodically conduct research on behalf of Pastor.  
 
Qualifications for the position include: 
• Candidate must be a follower of Jesus Christ.  
• High School Diploma or GED equivalent.  
• The ability to sit and stand for long periods of time.  
• The ability to lift up to 25 pounds.  
• Intermediate level of skill or higher in Microsoft Office including Outlook, 

Word, Excel, and PowerPoint.  
• Strong administrative skills and the ability to work independently.  
• Good interpersonal communication.  
 
Applicants may submit a resume with references to Adam Carlson, S/PPRC 
Chair at adam.carlson@landstarmail.com. 

Job Posting 

mailto:Foothills@wocumc.org
mailto:mohler@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:robbie@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:mdavis@wocumc.org
mailto:rogers@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:adam.carlson@landstarmail.com

