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Foothills District UMC 

 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Last month, the Ohio River flooded businesses and houses in the Foothills District 
communities of Belpre, Marietta, Racine and Pomeroy. As we offer prayers for 
those suffering from loss of property and hope, it’s time to join together to “put 
hands and feet to the Gospel” and show our river communities how the power of 
love can overcome the forces of nature. District youth groups, Sunday school clas-
ses and entire congregations are now assembling buckets. The Foothills District 
office is the collection point for the completed buckets. Please have your buckets to 
us by March 9. 
 
SPECIFIC instructions for assembling a bucket may be found here: http://
www.umcor.org/umcor/relief-supplies/relief-supply-kits/cleaning 
 
We are also inviting folks to join teams to assist with clean up. You do not have to 
be ERT (Emergency Response Team) certified; just willing to get dirty and spend 
some time showing survivors you care about them. Work team participants must be 
18 years of age or older. 
 
If you are interested in helping, please contact Foothills District Disaster Coordina-
tor, Roger Thatcher, directly. Roger may be reached at 740-440-5474.  
 
Thank you for allowing your light to shine so that our neighbors know they are not 
alone in the midst of heightened chaos and anxiety. 
 
In Ministry with You, 
 
 
 
Dennis 

http://www.umcor.org/umcor/relief-supplies/relief-supply-kits/cleaning
http://www.umcor.org/umcor/relief-supplies/relief-supply-kits/cleaning
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Spring is Coming!  It's time to begin collecting seed packets to donate 
to Jackson Area Ministries'' "Green Thumb" ministry.  
The deadline for donations is April 15.   
 
Jackson Area Ministries Gardening Project helps people to help them-
selves. We help persons who have lost their jobs, senior citizens, and low-income families. In addi-
tion to seed potatoes and tomato plants, we collect and distribute beans (pole and bush), beets, 
broccoli, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, corn, cucumbers, lettuce, pumpkins, radishes, spinach, 
squash, turnips, watermelon--just about anything that is hardy for zone 6. 
 
For more information check out the  JAM Gardening Webpage. 

JACKSON AREA MINISTRIES 
 "GREEN THUMB' MINISTRY 

The 2018 Spring Lay Servant courses will be held April 6-7 at the Malta UM Church.  
 

Spring offerings include: 

• Introduction to Lay Ministry: The BASIC Course (April 6-7) 
This course is foundational for all courses in lay servant ministries. Participants are encouraged to 
discover and employ personal spiritual gifts as God intended and to consider the importance of ex-
ercising servant leadership, developing future leaders, remaining rooted in consistent spiritual prac-
tices, and being part of a group that holds members accountable in their discipleship. 
 
The ten segments of the training will provide an introduction to the basic areas of ministry in which 
Lay Servants may be called upon to serve. The sessions will be taught by both clergy and laity: 
“Ministry of the Baptized”, “Leading”, “Caring”, “Communicating”, “Into the World”. There will be a 
time of sharing by class participants and the Lay Ministry committee members. 
 

• Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts—A CORE Course for Lay Speaking ministry  (April 7) 
This course helps participants understand spiritual gifts and how the church can use them to fulfill 
its mission and ministry. Participants will also learn what it means to be a spiritual leader and will be 
equipped to lead others in exploring and using their spiritual gifts. 
 

• Preaching—From Your Heart to Theirs, an Advanced Course for recertification of Certified Lay 
Servants and Lay Speakers  (April 7) 

Moving beyond the basics of public speaking and the foundations necessary for preparing an en-
gaging sermon, this course also includes types of sermons – from exegetical to topical to children’s 
sermons – as well as how to find a story, use the hymnal and how to move from communication on 
the paper to beyond the paper.  
 

Participants for the Basic Course must have completed an initial application online, received the 
recommendation of their pastor and Charge Conference/Administrative Board if seeking entry into 
Lay Servant Ministry. Application may be found on the West Ohio Conference website at: 
http://www.westohioumc.org/churchdata/lsar/edit/data/26929/2017/initial  
 

Anyone can audit a course if not seeking credentialing. To register for one of the above classes, 
visit our website at: https://www.foothillsdistrict.org/events/foothills/list 
 

Registration Deadline is Wednesday, March 14, 2018 
 

LAY SERVANT MINISTRY SPRING CLASSES 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ZYds_oKiWImbHBVoodU9ZnpVAn1xqgG3yv54UFoXJNrNGYre-jvBzz8KqGPmnel2l8QWgkoeXthedxDZo6pLCT9pQvfwX34MDBJvN2ZJLDg7HyjBD6OrNcvdutfOr53QW5WoNLcoSpkVK4Ax23z8RsyL2qipER30N18sH
http://www.westohioumc.org/churchdata/lsar/edit/data/26929/2017/initial
https://www.foothillsdistrict.org/events/foothills/list
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REGISTRATION FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE  
BEGINS MARCH 1 

 

The 2018 West Ohio Annual Conference will be held Sunday, June 3, through Wednesday, June 6, at 
Lakeside Chautauqua. This year's theme is "Be Not Afraid...There is Enough!" based on Matthew 
14:13-21. 
 
Registration for Annual Conference will begin on Thursday, March 1, at 10:00 am. Guest speaker for 
the Conference will be Rev. Dr. Zan Wesley Holmes, Jr., Pastor Emeritus of St. Luke "Community" 
United Methodist Church in Dallas, TX, where he served for 28 years. 
 
For more information and to register and request housing, please visit the Annual Conference web 
page https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018 

For the first time, Camp Widewater is offering an overnight camp during 
Annual Conference. Open to all campers who desire a first-time experi-
ence or just a short two-day camp, whether at conference or not. Have fun 
in God's outdoor creation while also worshiping and learning. For those at 
Annual Conference, a bus will pick up kids on Monday, June 4, at 8:00 am 
on the west side of Hoover Auditorium. They will return to the same spot 
on Tuesday, June 5, at 5:30 pm. Registration deadline is May 25 with no 

exceptions and no same-day registration. All forms must be completed by the deadline. A parent must 
accompany their child at drop-off and pick-up with ID. Please email camps@wocumc.org for more 
information. 

Overnight Camp Offered During Annual 
Conference - June 4-5 

 

Registration for West Ohio's Summer Camp 2018 season is now open! 
Some camps do fill up, so it's always a good idea to get registered early 
to guarantee a spot for the week you want. By registering early, you 
can spread out the payments from now until June. The Summer Camp 
Guide is found at https://www.westohiocamps.org/camp/ or you can 
email camps@wocumc.org to have a copy mailed to you. The camp 
website also has pictures, videos, descriptions, and online registration. 

2018 Summer Camp Registration is Now Open! 

https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018
mailto:camps@wocumc.org
https://www.westohiocamps.org/camp/
mailto:camps@wocumc.org
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Fresh Expressions is an international movement of 
missionary disciples cultivating new kinds of church 
alongside existing congregations in order to more 
effectively engage our growing post-Christian socie-
ty. A ‘Fresh Expression’ is a form of church for our 
changing culture, established primarily for the bene-
fit of those who are not yet part of any church. 
Sound interesting? You can learn more on April 12 
at Jackson Christ UMC. Cost is $35 per person. For 
more information or to register, go to the Fresh Ex-
pressions website https://freshexpressionsus.org/
westohiovisiondays/ 

Southeast Ohio 
Fresh Expressions 

Event Thursday, 
April 12 

It is with great pleasure that the West Ohio Conference announces the opening of the Next Genera-
tions Leadership Ministry Intern Application process. Since its inception, the Next Generations Lead-
ership Ministry Interns have been able to discern calls to Ministry and Service in a variety of ways. The 
pay for the Internship is $4600.00 during the summer, starting May 21 and ending July 7. Internship 
placements are with engaging local churches throughout the West Ohio Conference and include trips to 
local Ohio Seminaries as well as in the Mid-Western part of the United States. Applicants must be col-
lege students who are available for the duration of the Internship. Please encourage students who 
have expressed a desire to explore a call to ministry and/or service to apply at www.westohioumc.org. 
The Application Deadline is March 9, 2018. For questions, please email Rev. Donnetta Peaks 
(dpeaks@wocumc.org) or call 614-844-6200, 314.  

Internships Available 

Revitalization/Capacity Building Grant Application for the 2019 
award year is available through the Office of Missional Church 
Development. Churches will be able to complete the applica-
tion online here. Churches in any of the eight districts within 
The West Ohio Conference will have an opportunity to apply 
for a grant. Funding goes to existing churches in support of 
their efforts to revitalize their congregations for increased fruit-
fulness. Emphasis is placed on the missional work that must 
be done in turning a plateaued or declining church around, or 
fueling its capacity for fruitfulness. Award recipients will need 

to be ready to hit the ground running to develop and implement their plans, and to show significant 
progress by a specified time. The total funding available for the Revitalization/ Capacity Building Grant 
Awards will be determined by the 2019 WOC budget. The award period is January through December 
2019. Interested churches are encouraged to submit an application by midnight July 1, 2018. Please 
direct any questions to Kim Anderson at 800-437-0028 or kanderson@wocumc.org. 

WOC REVITALIZATION GRANTS AVAILABLE 

https://freshexpressionsus.org/westohiovisiondays/
https://freshexpressionsus.org/westohiovisiondays/
http://www.westohioumc.org
mailto:dpeaks@wocumc.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ZYds_oKiWImbHBVoodU9ZnpVAn1xqgG3yv54UFoXJNrNGYre-jvBzz8KqGPmnel2WBWgMS_7e-KTOAlvyv7-9_jKVfM87jGW2EOoN6cE5fn-fZK5fSDfxoHjy8VzGuzmxOWCwXptNuFD2-Z4djhJUfjZkbhjwvXdTJFCv
mailto:kanderson@wocumc.org
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“Traction Tracks,” specific training/resourcing/coaching/implementation components developed within 
West Ohio’s Missional Church Consultation Initiative (MCCI), are now available in individual short 
courses for churches of any size and setting.   
 
Does your congregation need to gain a new specific aspect of traction in order to begin moving for-
ward into renewed vitality? Consider which of these next Traction Track offerings might be right for 
you. Every Traction Track involves your pastor plus a team from your church. 
 
 
Now is the time!  “Spring Clean Your Church Communications” 
How effective is your church communications?  Do you need to update your church’s visual identity? 
Want to develop a specific year-long strategy for communications?  You can receive experienced 
hands-on training in updating your church communications, branding, signage, visual identify and out-
reach strategies.  This training begins March 10, and space is still available for your team of Pastor 
plus two other team members to participate.  Click here for more information and to register.https://
www.westohioumc.org/conference/spring-clean-your-church-communications 
 
   
Join Jason Moore, coach, trainer, and author for “Worship Design Enhancement” training ses-
sions.  This Traction Track series will give you the coaching and training you will need to enhance 
your worship effectiveness, creating traction that drives worship participants deeper into their personal 
faith development, and to missional action inside, and outside of the church walls. This Traction Track 
series as well as the others being offered are for All churches! There are no restrictions on size or 
membership, you are only required to participate in each of the 3 sessions with a team consisting of 
the Pastor plus three worship team members. Space will be limited so register now! 
Click here for more information and to register.https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/worship-
design-enhancement 
  
 
Start “Sparking a Volunteer Revolution Through Catalytic Outreach” 
What if you could establish a culture of service and volunteerism in your church? How do you create 
momentum and movement from an “inwardly focused church”, to an “outwardly focused church”, and 
become a church that creates outreach events that impact your church and community?   
This is a 2-part training session, sessions are April 11, and May 16.  All you need to do is register your 
team including Pastor and two key leaders for this exciting event.  Click here for more information and 
to register.  https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/conference/event/sparking-
volunteer-revolution-through-catalytic-outreach 
 

From the Office  
of Missional Church Development... 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/spring-clean-your-church-communications
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/spring-clean-your-church-communications
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/worship-design-enhancement
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/worship-design-enhancement
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/conference/event/sparking-volunteer-revolution-through-catalytic-outreach
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/conference/event/sparking-volunteer-revolution-through-catalytic-outreach
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Want to see continue Christ’s ministry of healing?  See more families and individuals thrive during 
an incarceration experience? Support successful transitions home after incarceration? Then, come 
to any of the following trainings, networking, and experiential learning opportunities going on within 
the West Ohio Conference mission field. 
 
 
NEW!  Hiring From Within :: March 5, 10:30am – 1:30pm, Union Supply, Groveport. Join the 
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction and Union Supply Group for this enlightening 
event. Hear about the benefits of employers hiring restored citizens and the company-wide benefits 
participating employers have experienced. Registration link: http://www.drc.ohio.gov/hiring-from-
within 
 
 
NEW! Transforming Our Communities :: March 6, 9 – 11 am, Church of the Messiah UMC, 
Westerville. For us to transform our communities, it is imperative that we work side by side to help 
restore the lives of those leaving prison and returning to our communities. "Transforming Our Com-
munities" offers a powerful opportunity to bring together volunteers, employers, and other members 
of the community in an effort to provide transformational change around Ohio. Registration link: 
http://www.drc.ohio.gov/transforming-communities 
 
 
Southwest Region Reentry Faith-Based Summit :: April 12, 
8:30am - 4:00pm, Central Community Center, Springfield. Join us 
for a day to listen, learn, and focus on balancing justice with mercy 
through forgiveness and reconciliation. Come experience inspiring 
stories of lives being restored through local churches, correctional 
institutions, and reentry coalitions working together.  
Plenary Keynote Speaker: Dr. Harold Dean Trulear, Healing Com-
munities USA Founder.  
  
Breakout Sessions on fostering hope and healing in . . .  
 Families  
 Faith Communities  
 Local Correctional Institutions  
 Local Communities  
General Session: 
Register here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2018-southwest-region-faith-based-reentry-summit-
tickets-41289561189  
 
 
NEW! Healing Communities Training With Dr. Harold D. Trulear :: April 14, 9:30 am – 2:30Pm 
(general session); 3:30-6:30pm (train-the-trainer session), Second Baptist Church, Mid-
dletown.   
 
For more information contact: Reba Collins at rebakco@gmail.com 

Look what’s coming up with All In Community… 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.drc.ohio.gov%2Fhiring-from-within&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7Cb6853c2223344049d10608d57269c8d2%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636540721163052355&sdata=yWNEA3NDGVY9VyCZ
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.drc.ohio.gov%2Fhiring-from-within&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7Cb6853c2223344049d10608d57269c8d2%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636540721163052355&sdata=yWNEA3NDGVY9VyCZ
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.drc.ohio.gov%2Ftransforming-communities&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7Cb6853c2223344049d10608d57269c8d2%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636540721163052355&sdata=Dy6Skq8x%2
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2F2018-southwest-region-faith-based-reentry-summit-tickets-41289561189&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7Cb6853c2223344049d10608d57269c8d2%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b6
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2F2018-southwest-region-faith-based-reentry-summit-tickets-41289561189&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7Cb6853c2223344049d10608d57269c8d2%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b6
mailto:rebakco@gmail.com
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UMHSO 2018: Crossroads of Ohio United Methodism 
 

The United Methodist Historical Society of Ohio (UMHSO) will meet at the 
Canal Lewisville UMC (198 E. Church St., Coshocton 43812) on Saturday, 
April 21, 2018, with the theme, “Crossroads of Ohio United Methodism.” 
The Annual Meeting and Convocation, usually alternating between East 
and West Ohio Conference sites, brings together UMHSO members (local 
church historians, pastors, and others) to share historical preservation and 
exhibition resources, ministry ideas for local church anniversary celebra-
tions, and good Christian fellowship. This year’s event, in the Three Rivers 
District, also includes optional Friday PM visits to local historical sites, with 
a block of rooms available for those staying in Coshocton Friday night.  
 
Further information and a full schedule for the Convocation will be out in March in the official UMHSO 
semi-annual newsletter. Historians and others who are interested in membership may contact Ed 
Duling, UMHSO President by phone at (419) 353-9273 or 
By e-mail at ebd2140@aol.comor visit www.umhso.org/MembershipForm  

UMCOR Sunday is March 11 
 

In the wake of disasters, UMCOR is pre-
sent among the devastation to provide 
relief and hope. All of us can make a dif-
ference in these times of need by partici-
pating in UMCOR Sunday (formerly One 
Great Hour of Sharing). Brand new re-
sources are available to encourage gener-
osity, from videos and bulletin inserts to 
social media graphics and posters.  
 
You can obtain your Pastor and Leaders 
Kit with all new resources to help you pro-
mote UMCOR Sunday. You can 
post some of these resources on all your 

social media outlets. We also have a downloadable poster and a bulletin insert you can print out and 
insert in your church bulletin the week prior to this special Sunday. 
 
We have new Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Pinterest images to post on various media outlets. 
 
To get yours, go to UMCOR Sunday Resources 
 
 

mailto:ebd2140@aol.com
http://www.umhso.org/MembershipForm
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fe.umc.org%2Ff00Pk0r0Rl00kX0qJsQE505&data=02%7C01%7Cfoothillsdistrict%40wocumc.org%7C2b0c80d380ba4f3f44a308d568d130ab%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636530170045901785&sdata=5p%2BChZ
http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/umcor-sunday-pastor-and-leaders-kit?utm_medium=email&utm_source=marketo&utm_term=&utm_content=umcor&utm_campaign=oTb+rfm+2018-01-31&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTjJJM1pqQTJNVGN5T0dFNCIsInQiOiJKbEZkRExpbUE2aE1kXC9BdXR0Vk5mSXYyc3I3


 

PO Box 67 
47 Johnson Rd. 

The Plains, OH 45780-0067 

Phone:  888-868-1225 or  
 

740-677-0136 
 
E-mail: Foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

 
 

FOOTHILLS DISTRICT 

UMC 

Check us out on the Web: 
www.foothillsdistrict.org 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Office Hours: M-F  9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

E-Mails:      Office - foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

Dennis Miller, DS -  dmiller@wocumc.org 

Steve McGuire, ADS - smcguire@wocumc.org  

Merv Davis, Treasurer/Bookkeeper - mdavis@wocumc.org 

Sherri Rogers, Office Admin. - srogers@wocumc.org 

Prayer Concerns 

Condolences: 
To Walt Goble on the death of his step-father, Thomas Fauber, who passed 
away February 23. Walt is an Associate Member serving New Beginnings and 
the Rock Springs Charge in Meigs County. 
 
Prayers for: 
 

• Michael Messick, Retired Elder 
 

• Sherry Goodwin, wife of retired Local Pastor, Gene Goodwin 
 

• Walt Goble 
 

• Brian Weber 

 

Rockland UMC in Belpre is planning on using CAMP EDGE VBS from 2009. 
They are looking for some missing resources that 
include:  
 

• Discovery Time Leader Material 

• Assembly Leader Material and Video 
 
If you can help them out, please contact them  
directly 
 
Rockland UMC 
740-423-7785 

VBS Materials Needed 

The Shawnee Valley District is in search of a Part-time District Financial Co-
ordinator.  JOB DESCRIPTION 
 
If interested in applying for this position, please mail your resume and refer-
ences to Rev. Brent Watson, 573 E Main Street, Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 or you 
may email the information to bwatson@wocumc.org 

Ministry Opportunity  

mailto:Foothills@wocumc.org
mailto:mohler@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:robbie@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:mdavis@wocumc.org
mailto:rogers@foothillsdistrict.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0019OzVCbNarZ2xItRmuVuYOt4Zb7L2-NbH_r93XCEh39cATt-2v-KQPDI-eoH8T58dIXbddu-lUJHslUktUHWsa1v5cjC6Qi5prUBrvzEnpSJcPGBd2oWARId6EVp0GTQjyx6Yd-MAsnpHO6U7alie9JxMQMmUOitCmLSNS
mailto:bwatson@wocumc.org

