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THINGS UNSHAKABLE 
I have been looking at a book of sermons by Paul S. Rees who was one of the great 
preachers I heard as a young man. The book title is taken from the first sermon in 
the book. The sermon is based on Hebrews 12.27 – “This phrase, ‘Yet once more,’ 
indicates the removal of things that are shaken … in order that the things that cannot 
be shaken may remain” [English Standard Version]. The verse draws a contrast be-
tween things transient versus things permanent. This was a critical difference for 
God’s people, whose world was being shaken by growing opposition and the begin-
ning of persecution. The larger political world was somewhat unstable as well. So, in 
several ways, Christian people were on “shaky ground.” In that situation, the writer 
of Hebrews wants to make clear what is sure and reliable. In the midst of growing 
confusion and chaos, when some were turning away from the faith, he talks about 
what is settled and certain.   
 
For Christians, the claims of God about Christ always rise above the noise of the 
surrounding world. This writer wanted his readers to discern between what was tem-
poral and passing away versus what was ordained of God and immovable. Some of 
these things discussed in the letter include the following: The old creation was cor-
rupted and dying but God’s eternal new creation had already begun. The old law of 
animal sacrifice was no longer useful because salvation through Christ’s one-time 
sufficient sacrifice was established once and for all. All in all, the old order of things 
was passing away, but the Kingdom of God would never end! The passionate pleas 
scattered throughout Hebrews—pleas for God’s people to resist turning back to the 
old way and instead to fully embrace God’s new way in Jesus Christ make perfect 
sense.   
 
In this way, God’s people have always been part of a resistance movement. It 
doesn’t mean that we don’t care about our world, but it does mean we are convinced 
that the real answers to the problems of our world are found in the reality of the One 
True God and what God is doing through His only Son. The really important stuff 
that impacts everything on earth is happening around the heavenly plan and pur-
pose of God. Christ loved the world but resisted its values and ways of resolution to 
the biggest issues of his day. So, like Jesus, in our attempt to reach out to our world 
we must stubbornly cling to Christ and His message. It is, after all, all we have. 
There is no plan B. But Christ is enough!  
 
You may have noticed that in some ways, our current situation mirrors that of Chris-
tian people who received this letter in the latter part of the 1st century. Of course, 
there is a lot of hype and magnification of things today. Often those who have the 
microphone—or the iPhone—can shape the stats and news, enlarge on one thing, 
while down-playing another. But I think we would agree that there is much confu-
sion, loss of hope, and fear in our world. Religious and spiritual options are every-
where. The polarizing impact of politics has now become a growing fear of the fail-
ure of democracy. The threat of nuclear weapons and the continued concern over 
global terrorism are familiar. One might wonder: Are there any unshakable things 
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that we can hold to these days? That question has been answered above and much more powerfully 
in the entire message of Hebrews.   
 

But I should point out that one of the ways the church practices its resistance is not in marching, pro-
testing, and loudly condemning. It is in corporate worship and specifically in its declaration of and con-
fidence in the unshakable things. See Hebrews 10.19-25 and the urge for Christians in their meeting 
together, to draw near to God, to hold fast to their confession, and to move each other to acts of love 
and good works. In response to the unshakable acts, promises, purpose, future, and faithfulness of 
God, His people need to be unshakable in their devotion, faith, and service. The church has a critical 
role in proclaiming and practicing the unshakable things.    
 

For over 20 centuries the church has believed, confirmed, and declared some unshakable things and 
these motivate and shape our life together. Consider: our Triune God who is Creator and Sustainer of 
the universe; the incarnation, atoning death, and bodily resurrection of God’s Son; the presence and 
work of the Holy Spirit; Christ’s prevailing gospel and kingdom till the very end; the reliable Holy Scrip-
tures; the promise of Christ’s return; and a new heavens and new earth with Christ living with us eter-
nally.   
 

What a wonderful personal testimony, echoing from a heart warm with confidence in Christ!  What a 
powerful corporate testimony, expressed with conviction in the united voices of a local body of Christ! 
 

I believe … in the unshakable things of God! Unshakable things! It is why and how we exist. It is who 
we are. It is what we do.   

 
 
 

Steve McGuire 
Assistant to the District Superintendent  

UMC 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

Message from Bishop Palmer 
  

As we celebrate 50 years of The United Methodist Church, Bishop Palmer 

Invites us to read the sermon by Rev. Dr. Albert Outler at the 1968 General  
Conference. Bishop Palmer is correct, Rev. Outler's sermon is well worth our 
reading. 

  
Beloved in Christ Jesus: 
  

I suspect that every year is the 50th or 100th or some number anniversary of an important event or day. 
We all pay attention to this kind of thing in varying degrees and often conditioned by our personal, fami-
ly or group interests. The year 2018 is a real marker for a number of 50ths, and I fully expect that some 
of them will be featured in various ways in West Ohio. 
 

There were many shaping and shaking events in 1968. One that I want to call your attention to now is 
the 50th Anniversary of the formation of The United Methodist Church. It formally took place on April 
23, 1968. We will have ample opportunities to look back a bit, take current stock and to claim a new 
future in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

That said, I invite you to this link  to the sermon delivered by Dr. Albert Outler on April 23, 1968 at the 
formation of The United Methodist Church. While some of the language reflects the times, the aspira-
tions and questions raised in the homily are as, if not more, relevant for us today as we seek to be the 
church that God calls us to be. I wish you thoughtful and prayerful reading and re-reading of this ser-
mon. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001tZHF-xFGJwdcCKwMk2uuH8b8oPhrml0a6_NQnx5xL8056f8KbxlhbB4IEGJajfVJR3nE4_S9Za-u19HBzXF4TgOTUIqY_FCqfmZogB3f2679Wud5Q2CmikCT69IEAE_C_ztBhwUfVnoQQz3XkJwVyzZ2vw7T5u0fUwv0m
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SAFETY & SECURITY IN THE CHURCH – plus 
THE DIFFICULTIES OF OPIATE & HEROIN ADDICTION 

 

On Saturday, March 3, 2018 TARRP (Town and Rural Resource Program) of East & West Ohio Con-
ferences is offering a very informative workshop to help your church board, mission team, and others 
learn and be equipped to help your church make a difference in the lives of your parishioners and 
community. The workshop will be held at Christ Cambridge UMC 2167 North Ave. Cambridge, OH 
43725  from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 

What happens in an emergency at your church—lost child, unresponsive adult, accident, a disorderly 
person, gas line break, smoke, tornado, utility failure, intruder or active shooter?  Who directs the 
members? What’s the plan? Who do you call? We should know.  
 

Come and learn how to: 

• Use the Assessment Tool for safety and security in and around your church. 

• Develop Emergency Plans for a multitude of emergencies in and around your church. 

• Plan so that a Crisis Team can handle any emergency, illness, or problem during worship. 
 

Regarding Opiate & Heroin Addiction - Learn how and why persons, even 12 year-olds, are addicted. 
Why pre-school children are addicted. Why arrests don’t solve the problem.   
 

It’s important we: 

• Understand the depth of the opiate and heroin problem in our church’s community. 

• Offer ways to help families affected by opiate or heroin addiction. 

• Be aware of opiates you and family members are prescribed. 

• Learn how addiction can begin and the complications in seeking help and recovery. 
 

Our Featured Speakers are: Steve Schemine has previously served on the Safety & Security Team 
at his church, developing and implementing his church’s safety & security plan. He now provides train-
ing to churches on various aspects of planning, including emergency procedures for fire, severe 
weather, and active shooter situations. He has 29 years of law enforcement experience, 33 years in 
the Ohio National Guard, and recently retired from 24 years with the Ohio State Highway Patrol, and 
currently serves as a lieutenant with the Columbus State Community College Police Department.  
 

Mike Williams is the EOC Disaster Response Coordinator & the Disaster Comm. Chr. He is an active 
ERT with UMCOR. He will share best practices of UMCOR’s Connecting Neighbor program which 
helps us to be equipped and prepared as individuals and churches for emergencies in our church and 
especially in our community. He has 30+ years in the insurance industry.  
 

Dale Martin helps lead the Celebrate Recovery ministry held at Christ Cambridge UMC. Celebrate 
Recovery helps people with Hurts, Habits, and Hang-ups. They meet weekly to teach and uplift, using 
Jesus Christ as their higher power. They also offer a Christ-based 12 step program for teens and chil-
dren, called Salvation Place, to support the entire family.  
 

Dave Pennington is a Certified Lay Minister, who for the last 12 years has engaged incarcerated and 
addicted inmates in Licking County. His passion is in the field of jail and prison ministry.  
 

Other Speakers include: addiction services, a heroin addict in recovery, and law enforcement.   
 

Registration and breakfast begins at 8:30 a.m. and worship begins at 9:00 a.m.  
Fee of $18.00/person or $15.00/person with 3 or more from the same church/charge. Fee includes a 
continental breakfast, lunch, snacks, and handouts. There are 0.6 CEU’s offered for clergy and lay. 
 

Email Rev. Debbie Ketcham at revdsk@frontier.com for more information and for a registration form/
brochure. 

mailto:revdsk@frontier.com
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“Traction Tracks,” specific training/resourcing/coaching/implementation components developed within 
West Ohio’s Missional Church Consultation Initiative (MCCI), are now available in individual short 
courses for churches of any size and setting.   
 
Does your congregation need to gain a new specific aspect of traction in order to begin moving for-
ward into renewed vitality? Consider which of these next Traction Track offerings might be right for 
you. Every Traction Track involves your pastor plus a team from your church. 
 
Some offered last fall will be offered again this spring, to accommodate waiting lists and geographic 
convenience. Other Traction Track MCCI components are offered for the very first time. 
Click https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/traction-tracks-0  to find out more about each of 
the following, and to register online. All launch in February, March or April. 
 
Creating a Social Media Strategy for Your Church (two-session training) 
It's important to use social media on behalf of your church - it's where the people are!  Learn how to 
establish a consistent and positive social media presence to generate maximum impact with minimal 
investment of time and money. Sessions begin February 24 and will be hosted at Trinity United Meth-
odist Church, Columbus. (CAN District). New option exists for this Traction Track:  Teams may attend 
via a Zoom video call. 
 
Family Ties: Home, Church, and Community (four-session training) 
Family Ties teaches churches how to rethink and intentionally change your current approach to reach 
and disciple new children and families at home, in church and within your local community. Connect 
anew with the next generation! This four-session Traction Track intentionally focuses on developing 
leadership skills and teaching best ministry practices while leading churches, pastors, staff and unpaid 
leaders in the most important and proven strategies in creating a Family-driven/Church-empowering 
ministry. Sessions begin March 1 and will hosted at St. Marks United Methodist Church, Findlay. 
(NWP District)  
  
Spring Clean Your Church Communications (three-session training) 
Does your church need to refine its efforts to reach beyond the four walls of the church, but you are 
not sure where to start? This Traction Track will help your church team learn how to: 1) conduct an 
audit and assess your effectiveness in communicating inside and outside the church; 2) clean up the 
design of your communication materials to maximize your impact (your church’s visual identity); and 3) 
develop a year-long communications strategy specific to your church.  Sessions will be hands-on 
workshops and require pre-work to be done for each session by your church's team, and begin March 
10, and will be hosted at Cornerstone United Methodist Church, West Chester. (ORV District) 
  
Breakthrough Prayer Initiative (one-session training) 
Every new movement of church renewal always begins through prayer, asking God to bring new pos-
sibilities and hope. Learn how to lay a foundation of churchwide prayer that will move your congrega-
tion from looking down and in, to up and out! Two identical Traction Track single sessions are availa-
ble. 
 

• Saturday, March 17, 9 am-2 pm; Host location is Forest Park United Methodist Church, Lima 
(NWP District)  

• Sunday, March 18, 2-7 pm; Host location Wesley United Methodist Church, Bryan (NWP District) 
 

Starting soon!  From the Office  
of Missional Church Development... 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fconference%2Fnews%2Ftraction-tracks-0&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7Cd7e56cb415aa4ce83e9608d567628269%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636528595159800865
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Sparking a Volunteer Revolution Through Catalytic Outreach (two-session training) 
Catalytic events can be great momentum triggers for your church, regardless of the size. Moving from 
an inward-focused church to an outward-focused movement will not only help you establish a volun-
teer culture, it will change your community. If the local church is the hope of the world, how can you do 
your part by being the hands, feet, and heartbeat of Jesus in your community? In this Traction Track, 
you’ll learn how to create, organize, fund, and execute a community impacting outreach event that will 
change the way people see your church - both inside and outside the walls. Sessions begin on 
Wednesday, April 11 hosted at North Broadway United Methodist Church, Columbus. (CAN District) 
  
Worship Design Enhancement (three-session training)  
Every church wants to create more powerful, disciple-making worship. In a time when attendance pat-
terns are shifting, and membership is in decline, creating deep, meaningful worship is more important 
than ever. Churches of all sizes, worship styles and means can achieve traction in worship – traction 
that drives participants deeper in their personal faith development and toward missional action in the 
world. Sessions begin on April 7 hosted at Stillwater United Methodist Church, Dayton. (MIV District)   

Creating a Legacy for Your Church's Future 
 

Saturday, February 10, 2018, 10AM to 3:30 PM 
Grove City United Methodist Church, 2650 Columbus Street, Grove City, OH  43123 

 
Every church is in need of additional streams of income. Local 
churches work hard to grow generous givers in their congrega-
tion, but a cultural transformation of generosity takes time as part 
of the individual’s discipleship path. One stream of revenue is 
vital in our current culture.  In general, younger generations take 
longer to trust preferring to give their time then as they feel a 
connection in the church family strive to grow in their giv-
ing.  They do not give out of duty but passion for transforming 
lives. The church has overlooked one source of revenue. Giving 
USA indicates religious bodies are the number one recipients of 
all charitable dollars in the United States.  However, they are 
number five in estate gifts.  Education about estate giving a spir-

itual discipline of giving is just as important as prayer, Bible Study and workshop.  But an appropriate 
infrastructure to manage estate gifts is essential so donors know their gift will be well managed and 
the income from it utilized to transform lives in a walk with Jesus Christ.   
 
For a brochure click here. The link to register is as follows: register 

W-2 FOR PASTORS 
 
The West Ohio Conference has an excellent resource for you to 
use when doing your taxes! Find example clergy W2's, directions 
according to the IRS, and social security info. Click below.  
 
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/year-end-w-2s 
 

https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/civicrm/persist/contribute/files/legacy%20flyer_feb-nov%202018.pdf
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fcivicrm%2Fevent%2Fregister%3Freset%3D1%26amp%3Bid%3D1133&data=02%7C01%7Cfoothillsdistrict%40wocumc.org%7C24c947fc2a7348c5ed5408d558382a7a%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/year-end-w-2s
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UMHSO 2018: Crossroads of Ohio United Methodism 
 

The United Methodist Historical Society of Ohio (UMHSO) will meet at the 
Canal Lewisville UMC (198 E. Church St., Coshocton 43812) on Saturday, 
April 21, 2018, with the theme, “Crossroads of Ohio United Methodism.” 
The Annual Meeting and Convocation, usually alternating between East 
and West Ohio Conference sites, brings together UMHSO members (local 
church historians, pastors, and others) to share historical preservation and 
exhibition resources, ministry ideas for local church anniversary celebra-
tions, and good Christian fellowship. This year’s event, in the Three Rivers 
District, also includes optional Friday PM visits to local historical sites, with 
a block of rooms available for those staying in Coshocton Friday night.  
 
Further information and a full schedule for the Convocation will be out in March in the official UMHSO 
semi-annual newsletter. Historians and others who are interested in membership may contact Ed 
Duling, UMHSO President by phone at (419) 353-9273 or 
By e-mail at ebd2140@aol.comor visit www.umhso.org/MembershipForm  

UMCOR Sunday is March 11 
 

In the wake of disasters, UMCOR is pre-
sent among the devastation to provide 
relief and hope. All of us can make a dif-
ference in these times of need by partici-
pating in UMCOR Sunday (formerly One 
Great Hour of Sharing). Brand new re-
sources are available to encourage gener-
osity, from videos and bulletin inserts to 
social media graphics and posters.  
 
You can obtain your Pastor and Leaders 
Kit with all new resources to help you pro-
mote UMCOR Sunday. You can 
post some of these resources on all your 

social media outlets. We also have a downloadable poster and a bulletin insert you can print out and 
insert in your church bulletin the week prior to this special Sunday. 
 
We have new Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Pinterest images to post on various media outlets. 
 
To get yours, go to UMCOR Sunday Resources 
 
 

mailto:ebd2140@aol.com
http://www.umhso.org/MembershipForm
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fe.umc.org%2Ff00Pk0r0Rl00kX0qJsQE505&data=02%7C01%7Cfoothillsdistrict%40wocumc.org%7C2b0c80d380ba4f3f44a308d568d130ab%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636530170045901785&sdata=5p%2BChZ
http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/umcor-sunday-pastor-and-leaders-kit?utm_medium=email&utm_source=marketo&utm_term=&utm_content=umcor&utm_campaign=oTb+rfm+2018-01-31&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTjJJM1pqQTJNVGN5T0dFNCIsInQiOiJKbEZkRExpbUE2aE1kXC9BdXR0Vk5mSXYyc3I3
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Spring is Coming!  It's time to begin collecting seed packets to donate 
to Jackson Area Ministries'' "Green Thumb" ministry.  
The deadline for donations is April 15.   
 
Jackson Area Ministries Gardening Project helps people to help them-
selves. We help persons who have lost their jobs, senior citizens, and low-income families. In addi-
tion to seed potatoes and tomato plants, we collect and distribute beans (pole and bush), beets, 
broccoli, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, corn, cucumbers, lettuce, pumpkins, radishes, spinach, 
squash, turnips, watermelon--just about anything that is hardy for zone 6. 
 
For more information check out the  JAM Gardening Webpage. 

JACKSON AREA MINISTRIES 
 "GREEN THUMB' MINISTRY 

Revitalization/Capacity Building Grant Application for the 
2019 award year is available through the Office of Missional 
Church Development. Churches will be able to complete the 
application online here. Churches in any of the eight districts 
within The West Ohio Conference will have an opportunity to 
apply for a grant. Funding goes to existing churches in sup-
port of their efforts to revitalize their congregations for in-
creased fruitfulness. Emphasis is placed on the missional 
work that must be done in turning a plateaued or declining 
church around, or fueling its capacity for fruitfulness. Award 
recipients will need to be ready to hit the ground running to 

develop and implement their plans, and to show significant progress by a specified time. The total 
funding available for the Revitalization/ Capacity Building Grant Awards will be determined by the 
2019 WOC budget. The award period is January through December 2019. Interested churches are 
encouraged to submit an application by midnight July 1, 2018. Please direct any questions to Kim 
Anderson at 800-437-0028 or kanderson@wocumc.org. 

WOC REVITALIZATION GRANTS AVAILABLE 

The 2018 Spring Lay Servant courses will be held April 6-7 at the Malta UM Church.  
 

Spring offerings include: 
 

• Introduction to Lay Ministry: The BASIC Course 
 

• Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts—A CORE Course for Lay Speaking ministry and 
 

• Preaching—From Your Heart to Theirs, an Advanced Course for recertification of Certified Lay 
Servants and Lay Speakers.  

 

More information will be forthcoming in the near future. Watch the newsletter! 

LAY SERVANT MINISTRY SPRING CLASSES 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ZYds_oKiWImbHBVoodU9ZnpVAn1xqgG3yv54UFoXJNrNGYre-jvBzz8KqGPmnel2l8QWgkoeXthedxDZo6pLCT9pQvfwX34MDBJvN2ZJLDg7HyjBD6OrNcvdutfOr53QW5WoNLcoSpkVK4Ax23z8RsyL2qipER30N18sH
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ZYds_oKiWImbHBVoodU9ZnpVAn1xqgG3yv54UFoXJNrNGYre-jvBzz8KqGPmnel2WBWgMS_7e-KTOAlvyv7-9_jKVfM87jGW2EOoN6cE5fn-fZK5fSDfxoHjy8VzGuzmxOWCwXptNuFD2-Z4djhJUfjZkbhjwvXdTJFCv
mailto:kanderson@wocumc.org


 

PO Box 67 
47 Johnson Rd. 

The Plains, OH 45780-0067 

Phone:  888-868-1225 or  
 

740-677-0136 
 
E-mail: Foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

 
 

FOOTHILLS DISTRICT 

UMC 

Check us out on the Web: 
www.foothillsdistrict.org 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Office Hours: M-F  9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

E-Mails:      Office - foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

Dennis Miller, DS -  dmiller@wocumc.org 

Steve McGuire, ADS - smcguire@wocumc.org  

Merv Davis, Treasurer/Bookkeeper - mdavis@wocumc.org 

Sherri Rogers, Office Admin. - srogers@wocumc.org 

 

Prayer Concerns 

Michael Messick, Retired Elder 
 
Sherry Goodwin, wife of retired Local Pastor, Gene Goodwin 
 

Job Postings 
 
 

Camp Otterbein, a West Ohio Conference Camp & Retreat, located in 
Logan, OH is seeking applicants for their Food Service Manager and Mainte-
nance Manager positions. Both positions are part-time/year-round and full time 
during peak summer months. For a complete listing, job description and online 
application, please visit www.westohiocamps.org and select the Join Our 
Team tab. Further questions may be directed to Scott Seese at 740-385-5712 
or sseese@wocumc.org 
 
 
 
 

The Plains UM Church is seeking to hire an Administrative Assistant. 
The position is half-time (20 Hours/week). 
 
Ministry Purpose: The Admin. Assistant is responsible for the regular opera-
tion of the church office. This position is responsible for all regular communica-
tion from the church to the congregation, scheduling both church and commu-
nity events throughout the church, and providing a physical presence in the 
church from 9 am-1 pm Monday through Friday. The physical presence of this 
individual, on a daily basis, is mandatory. 
 
Compensation:  Compensation for this position is set at $10/hr  
 
For an application or more information please contact the church office at 740-
797-4163. Please submit the application, a resume and cover letter to Rev. 
Dan Fuchs at revdanfuchs@gmail.com. 

mailto:Foothills@wocumc.org
mailto:mohler@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:robbie@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:mdavis@wocumc.org
mailto:rogers@foothillsdistrict.org
http://www.westohiocamps.org
mailto:sseese@wocumc.org
mailto:revdanfuchs@gmail.com

