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Foothills District UMC 

Why I Always Put Something in  
the Salvation Army Kettle 

 
When Christmas shopping, many  
encounter the red kettles and ringing 
bells of The Salvation Army. Did you 
know that the Salvation Army has  
Methodist roots? William Booth, a  
Methodist minister, started The  
Salvation Army in London in 1865. His 
passion for reaching the poor, home-
less, and hungry with the gospel of  
Jesus Christ led him to open a mission 
to meet people’s physical needs. Booth 
looked to Methodism’s founder John 
Wesley for inspiration. In November 
1739, Wesley preached a series of out-
door meetings to approximately 8,000 
people near a dilapidated former cannon foundry in London. He then purchased the 
building and converted it into a mission that he called “The Foundry” which became 
the home of Methodism in London for the next 38 years.  
 
 In his book Revival, Adam Hamilton describes the Wesley’s mission this way,  
 

“At the Foundry, the Methodist works of mercy saw new expressions. Wes-
ley started a fund to make small loans, akin to today’s microlending, and the 
fund made loans to 250 people in the first year. On Fridays, the poor who 
were sick came to be treated and were provided basic medical care. Wes-
ley and the Methodists at the Foundry leased two houses for poor and el-
derly widows and their children. And they started a school for children who 
roamed the streets. For Wesley, evangelism and ministries to the poor were 
inextricably linked; you could not have one without the other.” 
 

In recent years there has been a tendency within United Methodism to separate the 
personal and social sides of the gospel. “Liberal” churches have focused on social 
justice and serving the poor but have not strongly emphasized personal holiness and 
evangelism. Wesley believed that the poor needed not just food and clothing but as-
surance that God’s grace could pardon their sins and make them new. In contrast, 
“conservative” churches have preached personal salvation and invited their mem-
bers to grow in personal holiness but often neglected engaging actively in social min-
istries of compassion, mercy, and justice. Wesley’s approach to the Christian faith 
was more wholistic, holding the personal and social sides together as one. This is 
what we see in Jesus’ great commandments to love God and love neighbor. 
This month marks 30 years since I worked for the Salvation Army in New Orleans, 
Louisiana for several weeks leading up to Christmas 1988. I stood on the street ring-
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Join Bishop Gregory V. Palmer and other conference leaders for a Way Forward Gathering to dis-
cuss the called General Conference scheduled for February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, MO. These 
gatherings will include an opportunity to hear about the key proposals to the General Conference from 
the Commission on a Way Forward and will include a time for Q&A and sharing your thoughts about 
the options verbally or in writing. 
 
These events are intended for any United Methodist, both clergy and lay. Each person wanting to at-
tend MUST complete an online registration form, which can be done by clicking one of the links below: 

 

• Sunday, January 6, 2019, 4:00 – 5:30 pm at Christ UMC, Jackson 
 
For more information about the Special Session of the General Conference and to familiarize your-
self with the work of the Commission on a Way Forward as you prepare to attend one of these gath-
erings click this link: www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session 

Conferences’ Special Session Webpage 
Holds Key Information 

 
Would you like to learn more about the 2019 Special Session of the General Conference but aren't 
sure where to look? This page on The West Ohio Conference website is full of information about the 
February 23-26, 2019 meeting. Meet West Ohio's delegates, pray for the Special Session, read about 
each of the proposed models, and even pre-register as a guest! Click here for information. 

ing bells during the day and slept in a small back room at the Men’s Shelter on Camp Street at night. It 
was in the “Big Easy” that I witnessed firsthand that the sound of the ringing bell represented hope 
and life-changing support. For those who needed help during a difficult time, The Salvation Army pro-
vided groceries, diapers for infants, rent and utility assistance, along with school supplies, clothing and 
toys for children at Christmas. For the homeless, they offered safe shelter, clothing, personal care 
supplies and hot meals. Children learned spiritual and life development skills through an after-school 
program that included tutoring and recreational activities. For the spiritually lost, they offered the hope 
of Jesus Christ!  
 

That’s why I will never pass by a Salvation Army bell ringer without putting something in the kettle be-
cause in doing so I am offering Christ to the world. Christmas is the time the Word was made flesh, 
the season when God put skin on love. It is my prayer this month that our Foothills District congrega-
tions will be present in a place of need, a place that isn’t tidy and glittery, a place where people are 
broken and feeling the weight of a broken world. May we embody the story of Christmas by being the 
very presence of Jesus to our neighbors.  
 

Merry Christmas to all!  
 

 

https://www.westohioumc.org/WayForwardGatheringChristUMCJackson
http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001hjxolQFiagKQFYsAgzCLDjwyB5I6AZwD9nq1IfKJhenBg3q8IgIGtJbwMKwYCPM-69F3tMeGFcQx2TqGmqY59B4W_X_pzpGjIO8gfnvIDyRQ-zFmvoCgwv2bVN-nxEvMFjfAvOHLi_PQgUmQWSNMYKzcr7XngwtXLq_fA
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001hjxolQFiagKQFYsAgzCLDjwyB5I6AZwD9nq1IfKJhenBg3q8IgIGtJbwMKwYCPM-69F3tMeGFcQx2TqGmqY59B4W_X_pzpGjIO8gfnvIDyRQ-zFmvoCgwv2bVN-nxEvMFjfAvOHLi_PQgUmQWSNMYKzcr7XngwtXLq_fA
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Are you just surviving, or really living? 
 

All of us bear wounds from living in a fallen world. During the Soul Healing Conference, Dr Tammy 
Smith will guide us in becoming aware of how our wounds affect our relationships and daily life. This 
conference is intended to provide a path for understanding, give instructions for how to reclaim emo-
tional damage, and guide us to true healing in the Ultimate Healer, Jesus Christ. Tammy’s warm 
words and candid discussion direct us toward and radiate a confidence in God the Redeemer, who 
loves us. 
 

You should know this is not another self-help conference with only power to bring momentary relief. It 

is a practical presentation and look at the heart of God, which generates hope that He can restore us 

to spiritual, emotional, mental and physical wholeness. Through Soul Healing, we are invited to experi-

ence victory by living in the light of God’s truths, wisely navigating the effects of emotional hurt, and 

walking in the unconditional love and freedom of Christ. 
 

About the Speaker  
 

Whenever groups ask Tammy for a bio about herself, her first response is usually something like "Just 
tell them I love Jesus and He loves me."  However, most groups would like a little more information 
about their speaker!  
 

Tammy is a wife to Mike, whom Tammy describes as amazing and wonderful, and who is also a pas-
tor of Vista Community Church in Northwest Columbus, Ohio. Their boys Spencer and Shaeffer are 
the joy of their lives! 
 

Tammy is a Licensed Professional Counselor in the states of Ohio and Texas, a National Certified 
Counselor, and holds a Ph.D. in Psychology. Her graduate and undergraduate work was in counseling 
and Bible. She works two days a week in her counseling practice, Threshold, and has been minister-
ing to clients for 23 years. 
 

OUR SCHEDULE: 
Friday Evening - 6:00 p.m.  Registration and Gathering, 7:00 p.m.  Conference Begins 
Saturday - 9:00a.m.  Start, 12:00 Noon lunch on site (included in registration fee), 1:00 p.m. Afternoon 
session begins, 4:00 p.m. Closing 
 

PAYMENT:  
Registration fee is $25 (includes Saturday lunch and refreshments during breaks) 
To register,  send payment along with your contact information to: 
Canaanville UMC, 15650 McAfee Rd., Athens OH 45701 and indicate the number of persons regis-
tering.  
 

PLEASE MAIL YOUR REGISTRATION BY JANUARY 18.  
 

For more information, please contact Rev. Jim Lambert, jlambert1124@gmail.com or 740-592-2242. 

Soul Healing Conference 
Dr. Tammy Smith 
Jan 25-26, 2019 

Canaanville UMC—Athens OH 



 

 
Spirit and Truth and The Pohly Center of United Theological Seminary (united.edu) are excited to part-
ner together and announce the first ever Spirit & Truth Conference coming to Dayton, Ohio from March 
7-9, 2019! 
 
This conference is designed for pastors, church leaders and any follower of Jesus that wants to seek a 
renewal of mission, outreach and discipleship in the 21st century church. Come get equipped, be en-
couraged and worship together! The Spirit & Truth Conference is a chance to learn from respected 
teachers on ways to spark a new movement of back-to-the-basics, full-time, power-infused, multiplying, 
Christianity! 
 
Conference speakers will include internationally recognized missional expert Alan Hirsch, and 
Wesleyan discipleship expert and writer, Kevin Watson. Also featured will be Peter Bellini, Marion 
Hayes, David Watson, Scott Kisker, Maggie Ulmer, Rosario Picardo, and Matt Reynolds. Special music 
guests from Nashville, TN, Christen and Michael Ball and their band will join us to lead in worship. This 
is a power-packed opportunity you can’t afford to miss! 
 
The Spirit & Truth conference will be hosted at Stillwater UMC located at 6911 Frederick Pike in Day-
ton, Ohio. Complete details are available at spiritandtruth.life/conference. Registration is open now! 
Seating is limited and early bird pricing is available, so don’t wait to register. The cost is $79, $69 if you 
register by January 1. Students (high school, college and seminary) is $49. Course credit and CEU’s are 
available through United for this event. 
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Items—Free for the Asking 
 
 
Central Trinity UMC in Zanesville has the following items available to 
any church that could use them. 
• 2 candle lighters (brass with wooden handles) 
• 11 adult burgundy choir robes in good condition” 
 
If you are interested, please contact the CT office at 740-453-1210 

http://united.edu/spirit-truth-conference/
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To continue providing our Conference with innovative, qualified and effective leadership, the nomina-
tion team would like to identify persons with passion, gifts and a commitment to serve beyond their lo-
cal church. I wanted to make you aware of the West Ohio Conference Leadership Interest form availa-
ble on the West Ohio Conference Website.  If you are interested in serving in conference leadership, 
please click on the following link to complete the interest form.  Leadership Interest Form 
 
As leadership positions come open on conference boards, lead teams and committees throughout 
these next three years, members of the nomination team will review the interest forms to fill these 
openings.  Additionally, in 2019, the nomination team will be tasked with developing leadership slates 
for all conference boards, lead teams and committees 
and having a pool of committed and gifted laity when we 
begin that process will assist us in balancing lay and 
clergy representation in our conference leadership. 
 
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of serving as 
a potential volunteer leader within the West Ohio Confer-
ence. 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Rev. Laura Bensman  
Chair of West Ohio Conference Nominations  

WOC Nominations Seeks Leaders 

2019 Health Insurance  
Information Meetings 

 

The Conference Board of Pension and Health Benefits has 
set details for the 2019 Active and Retiree Health Insurance 
Plans. Please attend one of the events listed below so you 
can learn about any changes to the plan and how the chang-
es might impact you. The agenda for each meeting is the 
same so attend the one that best fits your schedule or is clos-

est to you.  

 

Aetna/Humana, Credit Union and Conference staff will be available to answer questions specific to 
your circumstances after each meeting.  

 

A light lunch will be provided between the active and retiree sessions.   
 

Date                      Day                        Time                                      Location                               Address                  

 

December 6        Thursday              Active 10am-11:30am      Zanesville Grace UMC     516 Shinnick St. 

                                                          Retiree 1:00pm-2pm                                                        Zanesville, OH 43701 

 

December 11     Tuesday                Active 10am-11:30am      West Ohio Conference   32 Wesley Blvd. 

                                                          Retiree 1:00pm-2pm        Office                                   Worthington, OH 43085 

 

 

The 2019 Health Insurance rates for Active Clergy can be found here. 
 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/webform/west-ohio-conference-leadership-interest-form
https://www.capitolareanorth.org/sites/default/files/district/capitolareanorth/documents/pdf/page/2019-active-church-premium-quick-reference01-1.pdf
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NEVER AGAIN!   
 
Join Dr. Dennis Baker in remembering the Holocaust & 
Anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe May 28 through June 5, 
2019.   
 
Traveling through Poland we will go to Warsaw, Krakow, 
Prague, Lidice & Terezin as we tour the sites of the Holo-
caust.  In our travels we will see Auschwitz, Birkenau, Lidi-
ce & Terezin.  We will also tour the Warsaw Ghetto Memo-
rial, Oskar Schindler's factory and more.   

 
For those interested, there is an optional extension into Germany which will take us to Munich, Nu-
remberg and Berlin.  For more information please contact Dennis Baker at 740-704-5158 or 
dbakerumc@yahoo.com.   

With the start of each new month Good Works in Athens has a new needs list. During this Christmas 
season they also have a wish list.  
 
The Timothy House has been very busy, full of single men and women and families with little children 
who are experiencing homelessness here in southeast Ohio. It is with Joy and GRATITUDE that we 
thank you in advance if you or your church are able to assist us with any if the following items. 
 
Needs List     Wish List 
Athens Transit Bus Passes   Area rugs 
Pillows      Carpet cleaning machine 
Shampoo     Refrigerator 
Body Wash     Chest freezer 
Shaving Cream    Gravel 
Hand Pump Soap    Mulch for playground 
Tissues     Gas Leaf blower 
Children’s Cold Medicine   Hard cover NIV Bibles 
Plastic Cereal Storage Containers   Multi-purpose tractor 
Ziplock Bags (Gallon Size)    Starter kit for office laminator 
Oven Mitts      Reciprocating saw 
Broom(s) with Dust Pan    Portable welder/torch kit 
Vacuum Cleaners (Bagless)    Quality socket set for pneumatic gun 
Organic Fertilizer    10-15-20 Ton Bottle jacks 
10W-30 Motor Oil     Spikeball Game set 
Ratchet Straps    Kroger and/or Walmart gift cards 
 
You can bring items to the Good Works Timothy House at 91 Central Avenue (740-594-3333) or to 
our Good Works property on Luhrig Road (740-594-3339).  You can mail them to: Good Works, Inc 
P.O. Box 4 /Athens, Ohio 45701. Or you can ship items to: 7857 Luhrig Road / Athens, Ohio 45701 
 

 

Good Works, Inc.  
A Community of Hope since 1981 

mailto:dbakerumc@yahoo.com
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Ohio Ex-Offender Reentry  
Coalition Meeting 
December 12th, 9am – 1pm  
Hocking College, 3301 Hocking Park-
way, Nelsonville.  
 
The Ohio Ex-Offender Reentry Coalition 
brings together state agencies and com-
munity stakeholders to facilitate success-
ful community reintegration after incar-
ceration. These entities work together to 
address returning neighbors’ needs sys-
temically. You will learn about what is 
being done on the state and local level to 
create more access to resources and re-
lationships. Expect to get an overview from statewide stakeholders in the areas of education, addiction, 
children and family support, job development, etc. Then, there will be a focus on Athens County 
Reentry Coalition’s efforts with a few specific highlights from its members.  
To register: visit https://www.drc.ohio.gov/oerc-meeting 
 
Make sure to mark your calendar for this training in 2019… 
 

Faith-based Gatekeeper Suicide Prevention Awareness Training 
January 11th, 12:30 – 4:00pm @ City Council Meeting Room, 111 S. Broad St, Lancaster  
A “gatekeeper” is any individual in a community who may come in contact with another individual that 
may be feeling suicidal. This training will provide the tools and information needed to better handle 
communicating with someone who may be suicidal. This training is FREE and CEUs are available. See 
attached flyer for more details. 
Registration Deadline is January 8th with Patti Waits at pawaits@ohiopps.org.  
 
A great resource to have in your ministry toolbox… 
 

Ohio Overdose Family Support Toolkit: Support for families, children, and first responders im-
pacted by opioid use and overdose 
This toolkit was designed by OSU for families and first responders. It provides good information about 
how trauma manifests in different ages of childhood and a brochure explaining childhood trauma after 
witnessing an overdose. You can access this toolkit here: https://u.osu.edu/toolkit/sample-page/
support/children/  

2019 WEBINAR SCHEDULE 

Feb. 12:  Faith-based Advocacy Best Practices 
This Webinar will expand on the service to advocacy principles taught in the Advocacy 
Made Easy Webinar. It will target individuals who are new to faith-based organizing and 
advocacy work. Presenter: Wendy Tarr 

April 9:  Juvenile Justice Engagement 
Let’s invest in the next generation of citizens. This Webinar will provide an overview of 
the Department of Youth Services, the current trends in the rehabilitation of youthful of-
fenders, and opportunities for ministry with this population involved in the criminal justice 
system. Webinar presenters: Department of Youth Services professionals 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.drc.ohio.gov%2Foerc-meeting&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7C372d0d2e2e244139737b08d6549bf767%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636789427034137641&sdata=7RtAdWN7%2FP2XTqHmm7a
mailto:pawaits@ohiopps.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu.osu.edu%2Ftoolkit%2Fsample-page%2Fsupport%2Fchildren%2F&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7C372d0d2e2e244139737b08d6549bf767%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636789427034137641&s
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu.osu.edu%2Ftoolkit%2Fsample-page%2Fsupport%2Fchildren%2F&data=02%7C01%7Csrogers%40wocumc.org%7C372d0d2e2e244139737b08d6549bf767%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636789427034137641&s
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Are you called to lead a mission team?  West Ohio provides Volun-
teers in Mission (VIM) Team Leader Training throughout the 
year. You will join experienced team leaders and learn how to plan 
and lead a mission experience in Ohio, the United States or around 
the world. You will also be provided with practical resources for nur-
turing the spiritual life of team members. Please note that a West 
Ohio background check is required of all participants 
  
 
Upcoming Trainings: 
 

February 16, 2019 at Calvary United Methodist Church, Jackson, OH    
March 9, 2019 at Miamisburg Parkview UM Church, Miamisburg, OH  

To register for one of these classes go to Volunteers in Mission 

There are also upcoming ERT classes being held in the West Ohio Conference. The purpose  of the 
ERT teams of the United Methodist Church is not to lead Disaster Response efforts but to assist as 
we are able, depending on the gifts and skills of the persons on our teams, and to provide emotional 
and spiritual support as an outgrowth of our discipleship.  

 ERT volunteers must go through ERT training with UMCOR. This ensures that they will operate under 
specific guidelines that allow them to be productive and caring while causing no further harm or being 
a burden to the affected community. Topics covered in the class include the who, what, when, where 
and how of doing ministry, as well as hands on experience in the specific tasks that early responders 
are expected to accomplish. 
  
Recertification Badges are issued for a 3 year period of time. Those who possess an UMCOR badge 
that has either already expired or is about to expire should register for a Recertification class. If you 
wait more than 1 year after the expiration date you will have to take the basic class again.  
  
Background Checks Required.  
  
Upcoming Trainings: 
  
January 12, 2019 at The Plains United Methodist Church in The Plains 

To register for one of these classes go to Early Response Team 

VIM And ERT Trainings Offered 

2019 Spring Lay Servant Trainings 
 

The spring classes for Lay Servant Ministries training will be held in March at Coburn UMC in Za-
nesville, Ohio.  
 

The Introduction to Lay Ministry—Basic Course will be offered Friday and Saturday, March 29-
30. Participants must attend both the Friday and Saturday sessions.  
 

Advanced courses will be held on March 30. The CORE course for those seeking status as a Lay 
Speaker is “Go Preach”, led by Rev. Dr. Walt Goble. The second advanced class will be “Lay Serv-
ants Lead in Conflict Resolution” let by Rev. Steve McGuire. Watch for registration details to come 
soon.  

http://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pdf/event/woc-background-permission-release-form-blank_6.pdf
http://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pdf/event/woc-background-permission-release-form-blank_6.pdf
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/mission-and-justice/conference/event/vim-team-leader-training-4
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/mission-and-justice/conference/event/vim-team-leader-training-4
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/mission-and-justice/conference/event/vim-team-leader-training-5
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/mission-and-justice/conference/event/vim-team-leader-training-4
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/volunteers-mission-team-leader-trainings
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/mission-and-justice/conference/event/ert-plains-united-methodist-church
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/early-response-team


 

 
PO Box 67 

47 Johnson Rd. 
The Plains, OH 45780-0067 

Phone:  888-868-1225 or  
 

740-677-0136 
 
E-mail: Foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

 
 

FOOTHILLS DISTRICT 

UMC 

Check us out on the Web: 
www.foothillsdistrict.org 

Page 9 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Office Hours: M-F  9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

E-Mails:      Office - foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

Dennis Miller, DS -  dmiller@wocumc.org 

Steve McGuire, ADS - smcguire@wocumc.org  

Merv Davis, Treasurer/Bookkeeper - mdavis@wocumc.org 

Sherri Rogers, Office Admin. - srogers@wocumc.org 

Prayer Concerns 

The 2019 Special Session of the General Conference to be held February 23-
26 in St. Louis, Missouri. 
 

Do you know a college aged young adult that wants to make an IMPACT over 
the summer? Please let them know about a summer internship opportunity in 
Cincinnati, Ohio! Summer Impact, a ministry of Hyde Park Community UMC, 
is looking to hire 4 interns.  
 
As a way to deepen their love and understanding of God while exploring 
God’s call on their lives, interns will lead groups in serving, worship, and re-
flection. This internship will not only include making an impact in Cincinnati but 
also leading a mission trip to Tijuana, Mexico. 
 
The link has more information and an online application. Applications are due  
February 11, 2019. 
 
Application and Info 

Summer Impact  
Internship Opportunity 

mailto:Foothills@wocumc.org
mailto:mohler@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:robbie@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:mdavis@wocumc.org
mailto:rogers@foothillsdistrict.org
http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact-internship/?fbclid=IwAR2kVJzJ767wNZeiBPQuHrzKDLgPLKgbN7EcVIm4KtzxlWXgOi6dSWe0lzQ

