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Foothills District UMC 

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me. 
(Revelation 3:20). 
 
Like Dorothy in the “Wizard of Oz” trying to get back to Kansas, all I wanted to do 
was go home. It was December 24, 1987 and I had been working for the Salvation 
Army in Washington D.C. for the past five weeks. I was extremely homesick and 
longed to see my family and friends. As I boarded my airplane at Washington’s 
National Airport to fly to Ohio, my mind was fixed on the place that gave me my 
identity. It was that picturesque town in the Appalachian foothills that shaped my 
values and inspired my boyhood dreams. As Dorothy would say, “there’s no place 
like home.” For me, that place was Zanesville.  
 
In October 1943, Bing Crosby recorded the song, “I’ll Be Home for Christmas.” It 
struck a particular chord with our service men and women who were fighting on 
foreign soil during World War II. There’s something special about home. That place 
near to our heart where we feel love, safe, and whole.  
 
The homesickness of the Christmas season, however, is more than just a human 
story. It is more than just pleasant memories of childhood. It is the homesickness 
of the human soul that reaches all the way back to the Garden of Eden. Some peo-
ple in our day tell us life simply exists from the cradle to the grave, but we know 
better. There’s a longing inside us to be home – home with God. The Christmas 
story tells us how much God desires this reunion. It tells us that God doesn’t wait 
for us to come to Him - instead God comes to us! 
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Notice how John describes Bethlehem’s miracle, “The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into 
the neighborhood” (John 1:14).  
 
This season, as we sing, “I’ll be Home for Christmas,” Jesus Christ stands at the door of our hearts 
and says, “I’ll be at your home for Christmas.” Will you let me in? 

 
 
 

The Foothills District is pleased to offer The 
Creative Worship workshop to be led by 
award-winning facilitator, Jason Moore. 
 
We live in a culture obsessed with image and 
screens. From the smartphones and tablet 
devices we carry everywhere we go, to the 
large screens in our living rooms; the world 
around us has shifted to a communication 
form that the church is still struggling to fully 
understand. Regardless of worship style, it’s 

imperative that the church learn to embrace and master the use of image and creativity in the way we 
communicate the gospel in worship.  
 
Spend the day with creative worship specialist, author and worship coach Jason Moore in an event 
designed for churches of all sizes, budgets and means. Whether your church has screens in worship, 
you are thinking about it, or have decided against them, this seminar has something for you.  
 
Best experienced as a team, The Creative Worship Conference is filled with ideas that any church 
(large and small) can implement. Learn time-tested methodologies that transcend the traditional vs. 
contemporary wars and that will result in a more connected worship experience. Laugh, be inspired 
and walk away with clearly defined next steps for more engaging and action oriented worship. Plan to 
bring your worship team, tech crew, web design folks and your videographers. Register your team 
here. You must log-in to register. 
 
About the Presenter: Known for his pioneering work in worship media, award winning digital artist, 
Jason Moore, has devoted nearly two decades to developing professional, highly emotive graphics, 
animation and video that are being emulated in churches throughout the country. Jason loves design-
ing worship, production, acting and teaching. He leads seminars across North America on creating 
vibrant worship, with an emphasis on demystifying the process. Believing in the power of the story, he 
likes to pepper his projects and teaching with humor. The author of 9 books, Jason has designed wor-
ship alongside such leaders as Adam Hamilton, Michael Slaughter, Tony Campolo, Brian McClaren 
and Leonard Sweet. In addition, Jason has been featured in several articles for publications including 
The Ooze, Homiletics, Next Wave, Rev., Technologies for Worship, Wired, Worship Matters, Your 
Church, Church and Worship Technology, Worship Leader Magazine and various newspapers 
around North America. 

Saturday, January 20, 2018 
9:30am – 4:00pm 

Rolling Plains UMC, Zanesville 

https://www.foothillsdistrict.org/district/foothills/event/creative-worship-5
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For many people of all ages, especially Christians, one of the great 
Advent/Christmas Season events to participate in is hearing Han-
del's Messiah, the greatest piece of choral music ever written. Many 
people come from all over Southeastern, Eastern, and Central Ohio 
to hear it performed live at Central Trinity UMC in Zanesville. The 
88th presentation of Messiah by the Thursday Music Club of Za-
nesville, Ohio will be held at the church Sunday Night December 
10, at 6:00 P.M.  
 
The concert, performed by the Zanesville Civic Chorus and Orches-

tra, will present most of the oratorio, including the many choruses heard everywhere throughout the 
season. The orchestra and soloists are all professional musicians, including members of the Colum-
bus Symphony Orchestra. The 75 member chorus are all volunteers who work for months to prepare 
for the performance. Many members of the chorus are members of area UM churches, several clergy 
members of the West Ohio Conference sing and the director is also a part of the Conference      
 
Traditionally a special offering is taken each year to support a Christian organization in the area to 
help the poor and needy, just as many early performances of Messiah by Handel himself were per-
formed to benefit the poor. This year is no exception.    
 
For people who cannot attend the concert there are open rehearsals for the public Saturday, Decem-
ber 9th. The Soloists and Orchestra rehearse from 2-4 P.M. The Orchestra and Chorus rehearse from 
6-to 8 P.M.  
 
As in every previous year, the concert is free to all who come.  Please make it a point to join us and 
hear this masterful work of music that will thrill your soul and the hearts of anyone who listens to it.  
 
Central Trinity United Methodist Church is located at 62 South 7th Street in downtown Zanesville, an 
easy venue to find. Plenty of parking is close by, there is plenty of room for people to listen, and with 
much joy to be shared.  

Messiah—88th Annual Performance 

Praying that all in the Foothills 
District will recognize the many 
gifts that God has so graciously al-
ready  provided in this season and 

all through the year.  
 

Your District Staff 
 

Dennis Miller    Steve McGuire 
Sherri Rogers    Merv Davis 
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Security In Your Church 
From the  

West Ohio Conference 

We have seen an increase in questions regarding church security in light of the most recent 
tragedy. Your congregation may be inquiring what recourse your church has in such a situa-
tion. Because we are always concerned about the safety of all, please consider the following 
when providing guidance to your church.  

Please read the information and review it with your leadership teams, then make an implementation 
plan. 

• Our Social Principles and Annual Conference rules start with the presumption our churches are 
weapon-free zones. Practices that are inconsistent with this starting point should follow a thoughtful 
discernment and decision process. 
 
• Plans should be in place to protect people from several types of adverse events, not only active 
shooter events (e.g., tornado, flood, fire, etc.). Your district emergency response team leaders are 
good resources as is UMCOR’s Connecting Neighbors Program. 
 
• Keep in mind, a plan without training and rehearsal is less likely to be successful.  Discuss plans 
regularly, and walk your community, including staff and volunteers, through the expected steps. 
 
• While there may be active shooter risks, research shows that there are also risks from poorly 
thought out responses to active shooters. Local law enforcement and your insurance company are 
excellent resources for educating local church boards and committees on practices and policies. 
 
• Your Safe Sanctuaries® Policy is a good place from which a discussion on active shooters might 
start. CongregationU, is offering an online training course on Active Shooter Situations in Church Set-
tings. 
 
• Every church has a unique context that should be taken into consideration when developing re-
sponse plans to dangerous situations. 
 
These West Ohio Conference staff are ready to assist with additional questions you may receive: 
  

• Kay Panovec, Media inquiries 

• RaNae Street, Safe Sanctuaries Policy 

• Dee Stickley-Miner, Guidance from our Social Principles, General Agencies and Connecting   
      Neighbors Training 
• Bill Brownson, Insurance considerations and matters requiring guidance from our Chancellor,   
      Chris Hogan. 

http://www.umcor.org/umcor/resources/news-stories/2017/april/0445connecting-neighbors-for-disaster-response
https://congregationu.com/hope-amidst-tragedy/
https://congregationu.com/hope-amidst-tragedy/
https://congregationu.com/hope-amidst-tragedy/
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The United Methodist Rural Advocates presents four webinar 
workshops to help your church grow in the areas of mission, 
leadership, vision, and evangelism. Workshop leaders are effec-
tive leaders, understand the small membership church, and will 
help your local church leaders develop and lead both church 
and community. There are three of these webinars coming in 
the near future.  
 
All webinars are one hour in length.  
 

       
Tuesday, Jan 9, 2018 7:00 pm EST 
 
Vision & Mission – How to develop Vision and guide your church into the future. 
Presented by Rev. Roger Grace former D. S. and Consultant smaller membership 
churches.                                    
                 

 
Thursday, April 12, 2018  7:30 pm EST 
 
Evangelism – See All the People: Intentional Discipleship in a Rural 
Setting. Presented by Rev. Junius Dotson General Secretary of Disci-
pleship Ministries & Jodi Cataldo, Director of Laity in Leadership Disci-
pleship Ministries                               
 
To Register online go to:  
http://larcm.com/small-membership-church-leadership-2017-2018-webinar-series 
 
For more information and to register by e-mail or phone, contact Carl Ellis. 
Email: cellis@larcm.org or call: 785-445-2595 

Winter Camp 2018 
 

For Ages: 7-17 
 

Events held at Camps Otterbein, Wesley and Widewater.  
 
Thursday - Saturday, Dec 28 – 30. Drop 0ff on Thursday at 5 
p.m. and Pick Up on Saturday at 7 p.m. 
 

Cost $89 for students and $45 for adults with a group. 
 
Enjoy God’s creation in winter, with winter games, ice blocking and plenty of hot chocolate. 
Warm worship studying. Theme to be determined. 
 
Register by December 21, online at https://westohioumc.campbrainregistration.com/. 
 

http://larcm.com/small-membership-church-leadership-2017-2018-webinar-series
mailto:cellis@larcm.org
https://westohioumc.campbrainregistration.com/
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AN INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE 
with Good Works, Inc. in Athens, Ohio 

A Community of HOPE with people who are struggling with poverty and 
homelessness in rural Appalachia  

 
JOIN US for this 9-week paid internship focused on discipleship and leadership development in 
the context of a service oriented Christian community. We want to invest in you while you invest 
in the Kingdom. Interns lead youth and adults in relational service with people without homes, old-
er adults needing physical assistance and support, and children and teens experiencing the risks of 
poverty 
 
• Make disciples of teens and adults who are participating in short-term mission experiences 

(called Work Retreats) with Good Works from places like Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, New York, 
and Illinois.  

• Deepen your leadership capabilities as you interact with the Good Works staff in weekly discus-
sions on issues of discipleship, community, justice, Appalachian culture, and ministry with peo-
ple in poverty.  

• Create engaging activities with kids every day at Summer Kids’ Discovery Club, and help pro-
vide a Community Meal to children and adults. 

• Love people in practical, hands on ways by serving with Work Retreats through light construc-
tion and repairs at the homes of seniors and people with disabilities. 

• Practice hospitality and build relationships with people without homes who live in our shelter, the 
Timothy House.  

• Mentor local youth ages 14 to 17 in service, character development, and growing healthy food 
through our Teen Agricultural Internship. 

• Work alongside our friends who are struggling with poverty as they participate in our “sweat eq-
uity” service and earn cars, appliances and food through the Transformation Station. 

• Participate in Friday Night Life, our weekly community meal, including health education, Kids’ 
Club, live music, Bible studies, gardening, and other community building activities. 

 
The Summer Service internship begins on Sunday, June 10, 2018 and ends on Saturday, Au-
gust 1, 2018. Applicants must be at least 20 years old or have completed one year of college. Good 
Works provides housing, most of your food and a $1,500 stipend. Interns can raise additional funds.  
 
 

HOW TO APPLY— 
Visit our website www.good-works.net and explore Good Works.  Pay special attention to the sec-

tion on Internships, and take time to read “A Christian Worldview.” 
Request an application through email at email@good-works.net.  Applications must be complet-

ed by March 31st, 2018.  Interviews are held on site in Athens. 
 

OTHER GOOD WORKS INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES— 
Appalachian Immersion is a 4-5, or 9 month residential internship with a stipend for people 18 
years or older.  Interns live together in the Good Works Hannah House and are immersed into the 
many different outreach initiatives of Good Works.   
 
Week of Service is a one-week internship for anyone 16 years or older, especially available during 
the summer.  For more information, visit our website and click on “Internships.” 
 
Hallowed Ground is a 9-month residential internship focused on agriculture and a theology of crea-
tion care. For more information, visit our website and click on “Internships” and select Hallowed 
Ground.  

http://www.good-works.net/


 

PO Box 67 
47 Johnson Rd. 

The Plains, OH 45780-0067 

Phone:  888-868-1225 or  
 

740-677-0136 
 
E-mail: Foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

 
 

FOOTHILLS DISTRICT 

UMC 

Check us out on the Web: 
www.foothillsdistrict.org 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Office Hours: M-F  9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

E-Mails:      Office - foothillsdistrict@wocumc.org 

Dennis Miller, DS -  dmiller@wocumc.org 

Steve McGuire, ADS - smcguire@wocumc.org  

Merv Davis, Treasurer/Bookkeeper - mdavis@wocumc.org 

Sherri Rogers, Office Admin. - srogers@wocumc.org 

 

Prayer Concerns 

Sherry Goodwin—wife of retired local pastor, Gene Goodwin.  

Growing Tree Preschool  
Director/Head Teacher Job Posting 

 
Growing Tree Pre-School in Athens, Ohio has a May, 2018 opening for a 
Monday through Friday Morning Pre-School Director/Head Teacher.   Pre-
ferred candidates will have a degree in child development, early childhood 
education or related field as well as a minimum of two years experience as a 
child care staff person.  
 
We seek a candidate who demonstrates positive leadership skills and who is 
committed to offering quality education in a Christian based atmosphere.   
 
Resume with cover letter and inquiries may be directed to First UMC, Attn: 
Pre-School Director Search Committee, 2 S. College St., Athens, OH or to 
jenaye@firstumcathens.org and received no later than January 15. 

Stockport UMC has about 18 to 20 choir robes that are green with gold col-
lars. They are free to anyone who would be interested in them. We also have 
the storage container for them as well.   
 
Any questions or inquiries call 740 559 3381.   

Choir Robes 

mailto:Foothills@wocumc.org
mailto:mohler@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:robbie@foothillsdistrict.org
mailto:mdavis@wocumc.org
mailto:rogers@foothillsdistrict.org

