
It's funny. Every church that I go into is a good church. Large, small, traditional, con-
temporary, town, country - all good churches. And yet, 90% of those good churches 
are declining. 80% of those good churches haven't brought an un-churched person to 
know Christ in years. Obviously, it is not enough, in today's world, to just be good. 
 
Bishop Bruce Ough, early in his Episcopal appointment to West Ohio introduced the 
Characteristics of Fruit-Bearing, Acts 2 Congregations in which we learned the 
phrases of: 

¶ Radical Hospitality 

¶ Passionate Worship 

¶ Intentional Faith-Formation 

¶ Risk-Taking Service and Outreach 
 
Bishop Robert Schnase then developed the Acts 2 Principles further and added: 

¶ Extravagant Generosity 
 
What I see and hear in pretty much every church are good hospitality, good worship, 
good faith-formation, good service and outreach, and good generosity. 
 
But it's the adjectives that take good churches and transform them into Effective, Dis-
ciple-Making places that are making a difference in today's world. 
RADICAL - PASSIONATE - INTENTIONAL - RISK-TAKING - EXTRAVAGANT  
 
And you don't even have to match them up in the right places. How about Extravagant 
Hospitality? Risk-Taking Worship? Passionate Service and Outreach? 
 
What if we could use ALL of the adjectives for each of the Acts 2 characteristics? 
Radical, Passionate, Intentional, Risk-Taking, and Extravagant:  Hospitality? Worship? 
Faith-Formation? Service and Outreach? Generosity? 
 
Here's an exercise for you. Have your leadership teams, committees, boards, or coun-
cils look at each of the Acts 2 characteristics and try to see how you could incorporate 
EACH of the adjectives. How would that change things? What 'good' things would 
have to be upgraded? 
 
There are a lot of 'good' churches out there. But if we are going to be Churches that 
are Making Disciples in order to Transform the World we need to move beyond 'good' 
and move into the adjectives with a passion for the least, the last and the lost. 
  
May the adjectives be with you,   

 

 

From Dennisõ Desk 

Upcoming Events:  

CHARGE  

CONFERENCE 
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CHARGE CONF OCT. 23 OR OCT. 24 
The Charge Conferences are open to everyone  in the churchðnot just 
the officers. We encourage you to take advantage of this great opportu-
nity to hear Terry Teykl, who comes to us from Houston, TX to encour-
age and teach the local church how to develop a passionate and mean-
ingful relationship with the Father. Terryôs passion is contagious as he 
communicates foundational principles and practical ideas for building 
the Church in prayer, engaging people to pray for those who do not 
know Jesus and teaching people to minister to the needs of others 
through prayer.  
 
While we will spend the majority of our time together being led by Terry, 
please remember that all Charge Conference reports and paperwork 
must be turned in at this time. If you have questions regarding what 
needs to be completed, please refer to the 2010 CC Instructions on our 
website at www.foothillsdistrict.org. 
 
Carpooling is recommended due to limited parking, especially for the 
Oct. 23 session. 
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October 23ñ9:00-12:30 

The Plains UMC 
 

October 24ñ2:30-6:00 

Rolling Plains UMC 

Campus Center 

Otterbein University, Westerville, Ohio  

October 9, 2010 
 

Festival Of Sharing Highlightsñ 

9:00-Noon Collection of Church World Service Kits - West Parking Lot 

9:00 A.M. Construction of the Church Playground Equipment 

9:00 -Noon Potato Drop - bring in your 10 lb. bag of potatoes  

9:00-Noon Building The òWall Of Foodó - bring your cans of food 

9:00-Noon Campbell Soup Label Collection - at the Red Bird Display 

9:00-10:30 A.M. Information Missions Displays & òScavenger Huntó 

10:45 - 11:15 Chef Jane And Her Cooking Show 

11:30-Noon Worship Service - University Chaplain Montgomery Bradley 

Bishop Bruce Ough will be with us in the Foothills District on  

Sunday, November 21 from 2:30-5:00 p.m. at Logan Immanuel UM Church.  
This time of teaching on the Five Fruitful Practices for becoming an Acts 2 church is 

open to clergy and laity.  

 
Place the date on your calendar and plan to attend this time of learning with the 

Bishop. 

BISHOPõS DAY ON THE DISTRICT 

http://www.foothillsdistrict.org/forms/Charge%20Conference%2010/2010%20CC%20Instructions.doc
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As many of you know, a tornado ripped through Athens, 
Meigs and Perry Counties on September 16. Shortly 
following  the disaster it was estimated that in the 3 
counties that 100 or more homes were destroyed, and 
580 or more homes were damaged with 70% of those 
families being uninsured. The preliminary loss was calcu-
lated to be up to $10-15 million. 
 

If churches and/or individuals wish to respond with mone-
tary contributions, please make contributions to the Foot-
hills District UMC and mark it for  FOOTHILLS TORNADO 
DISASTER FUND. You may designate gifts for Athens, 
Meigs, or Perry County - if you wish. Send them to: Foot-
hills District UMC, PO Box 67, The Plains, 45780. 
 

We will be coordinating work teams and funds through the 
District Disaster Relief team and the Southeast Ohio 
VOAD (Volunteer Organizations Active in Disasters) until 
we get through this. The Southeast Ohio VOAD team is 
doing a tremendous job coordinating all of the services up 
to this point and will be a necessity for the next couple of 
months. UMCOR and our own District Disaster Relief 
team are very involved in the assessment and recovery 
process. We will be bringing in volunteer and VIM work 
teams and will be needing money for supplies and lumber 
for rebuilding and repair. Itôs going to be a long road to 
recovery. If you wish to volunteer, please coordinate this 
through Jim Rodgers, West Ohio Conference  Disaster 

Response Coordinator (740) 989-2086 Home  
 (740) 440-0270 Cell    jimbarb23@windstream.net  
 

Please continue to pray for the affected families and help 
as you can. 

Reedsville DamageñMeigs County  

The Plains DamageñAthens County  

  IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE  

SEPTEMBER TORNADO  

mailto:jimbarb23@windstream.net
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Join Bishop and Char Ough, Dennis and Sue Mohler for a journey of a lifetime as you visit such places 
ÁÓ !ÌÄÅÒÓÇÁÔÅȟ 7ÅÓÌÅÙȭÓ #ÈÁÐÅÌȟ /ØÆÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ %Ð×ÏÒÔÈ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÏÐÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÏÕÒ ÄÁÙ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄȢ  

Travel begins on March 24, 2011 from Cleveland, Cincinnati, Columbus, Dayton or Detroit. The cost of 
$2,398 includes rountrip airfare, 7 nights in first class hotels, daily breakfast and dinner, guided sight-
seeing in deluxe motorcoaches, entrance fees, study guide, and a lecture program by seminary pro-
fessors. You can save when you register with a deposit of $300 in ad-
vance.  

To view the itinerary and more information online, visit Educational 
Opportunities Tours.   

 

Wesley Heritage Tourɂ9 Exciting and Educational Days 

The Mid Ohio Valley Health Ministry Council, a non-profit organization funded by Sisters of St. Joseph 

Charitable Fund and in collaboration with Marietta Memorial Hospital is presenting an interfaith pro-

gram to introduce church clergy, healthcare professionals & lay volunteers to Health Ministry.  The 

purpose of the program is to provide information on how wholistic health and well being can be pro-

vided in faith communities 
 

Presenters are Sharon Becker, RN, coordinator of Health Ministry and Rev. Craig Schneider, 

M.Div.,BCC, United Methodist Pastor and Special Care coordinator, both at Good Samaritan Hospi-

tal, Dayton, Ohio. There will be a panel of three to provide discussion of different health ministry 

models.  
 

The program will be held Saturday, October 30, 2010 from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM in the South 

Pavilion Conference room at Marietta Memorial Hospital, 400 Matthew St., Marietta, Ohio. This is a 

program open to all who have an interest in the service of the Spiritual, Mental, Emotional and Physi-

cal well-being of your community. Designed for contact hours for RN's and Counselors. While the 

program is offered at no charge, a free-will offering will be gratefully appreciated and used to offset 

some of the expenses. Lunch will be provided. 
 

Registration deadline: October 20th , seating limited. 
To Register or for more information call Carol White (740) 585-2378 or (740) 706-1450 or email 

cwhitern@gmail.com. 
Objectives  

¶ Discuss the history of nurses in the faith health ministry  

¶ Identify the models of health ministry and recognize the roles of nurses and pastors in health ministry  

¶ Discuss establishing a successful health team and beginning a health ministry  

¶ Discuss confidentiality, accountability and legal issues of a health ministry program  

¶ Discuss caring presence and spiritual care  

¶ Identify different types of health ministries and the role of nurses  

HEALTH MINISTRY ñWHAT IS IT?  

http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/find_trip/detail.aspx?tour=HE11/O&d=03-24-2011&group=
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/find_trip/detail.aspx?tour=HE11/O&d=03-24-2011&group=
mailto:cwhitern@gmail.com
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United Methodist Rural Fellowship, United Methodism's advocate for town and country ministry, 

will hold its annual legislative consultation November 9 -12, in Tampa, Florida.    

  

Laity and clergy are invited to the working consultation to draft legislation in support of town 

and country ministry for the up -coming 2012 General Conference.    

      

Sheraton Tampa Riverwalk will host the three -day event, which also includes a fund -raising 

auction and a general business meeting.  Cost for double occupancy, four meals, and snacks is 

$365.  (Commuter cost is $250.)  

      

More information is available at www.umrf.org .  Registration may be done online at 

lyle@hintoncenter.org  or contact the Hinton Rural Life Center, PO Box 27, Hayesville, NC 28904.   

Rolling Plains UMC, near 
Zanesville,  has a 2-wheeled 
trailer that they no longer have 
a need for. It's dimensions are 
approximately 8'4"x5'x5'.  It 
has 2 wheels. Perhaps a 
church might be able to use it 
as an emergency response 
trailer. We are asking $500.00 
for it. 

Trailer for Sale 

The Southern Equal Opportunity Ministry of Racine Ohio is planning an adult mission trip to 
the Gulf Area to assist in the clean up of the region. The mission will be headed up by God's 
Hands Ministry that are already working in the Southern area building ramps for the dis-
abled. SEOM has grown to over 15 ministries serving the area making ministry a priority. If 
you are interested, please contact Rev. Bill Marshall 740-949-1329. 

Mission Opportunity  

If interested to contact tina@rollingplainsumc.com  

http://www.umrf.org/
mailto:lyle@hintoncenter.org
mailto:tina@rollingplainsumc.com


October 16 at United Theological Seminary in Dayton has been planned by the West 
Ohio Conference to provide an opportunity for persons to consider how we, as a diverse 
theological community, can stay at the table together. We will hear from Wesleyan 
scholars, Lutheran and Episcopal leaders, and from colleagues from a variety of 
churches around the conference. What unites us in mission?   How do we deal with 
diversity of thought and practice?  The intent is not to change minds but to give us a 
place for honest conversation, and fresh insight. 
  

Guest speakers include:  

Ted Campbell, a leading Wesleyan scholar from Perkins School of Theology 

Jason Vickers of United Theological School, also a Wesleyan scholar  

A Lutheran Bishop 

A representative of the conservative movement in the Episcopal Church   

The dayôs agenda includes: 

¶ Insights into the past, present and future of our divided church 

¶ Shared experiences concerning the divisions in other denominations and how that has impacted their 

communion 

¶ Bible study on the concept and practice of covenant led by biblical scholars 

¶ In-depth conversation, audience question and answer, small groups 

¶ Fellowship, Prayer and Communion 

  

We look forward to a remarkable day, and want you to be a part of it.  

 $10 cost includes lunch & refreshments. 

Online Registration can be found at www.westohioumc.org . 
Details about the event can be found at www.westohioumc.org/covenant . 

The seminar , presented by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Hocking College School of Public 
Safety and the Nelsonville Police Department, will be held on Tuesday, November 9 from 9:00 ï
11:00 a.m. at the Nelsonville First United Methodist Church .  
 

Church leaders and law enforcement officers are encouraged to attend this important safety and se-
curity seminar. The guest speaker will be FBI Special Agent, Harry Trombitas.  
 

The information will include safety basics, church security and access, safety regulations, legal risks, 
safety of children, background checks and sexual predators. This instruction will include a packet of 
information that can be used by law enforcement and/or church administrators to assess where 
churches stand as far as safety and security issues. The training will also provide suggestions for no 
or low-cost ways to improve safety and security. As you know, violence occasionally hits our 
churches as in any part of our society and poor security measures and procedures leave church staff 
and the congregation vulnerable. Church administrators should ask themselves: ñDoes the lack of a 
serious incident at our church reflect the implementation and practice of strong security measures or 
have we just been lucky? 
 

Reservations are required by November 2 to Pastor Karen Walters by phone at 740-753-1939 or by e
-mail at fumcparsonage@yahoo.com. 

Covenant in the Midst of Conflict   

Page 6  

CHURCH SAFETY AND SECURITY SEMINAR IN NELSONVILLE  

http://westohioumc.virtual.vps-host.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=43&qid=22915
http://westohioumc.virtual.vps-host.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=44&qid=22915
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When? Friday, November 5, 2010, 9:00 a.m. ð 4:00 p.m.  

Presented By The West Ohio Conference Board of Trustees  

and The Pettit College of Law of the Ohio Northern University  
 

Where? Held at the Claude W. Pettit College of Law, Ohio Northern 

University  

525 South Main Street,  Ada, OH 45810  
 

CEUõs will be given to pastors. The Pettit College of Law of ONU has arranged with the Ohio 

Supreme Court to award lawyers CLEs.  
 

Registration Deadline is October 30  
 

Topics Include:  
  

Legal Challenges for the Local Church and to Local Church Mission & Property Use  

What are the legal challenges confronting local church mission programs all over Ohio and 

beyond, and how best do we prepare?  
 

Bullying at Local Church Playgrounds & Offices  

Bullying presents serious problems for schools, kidsõ programs and employers of all kinds ð how 

about your church?  
 

Dealing with the Difficult Insurance Issues for the Local Church  

Do you know what your insurance policy should cover? Do you know what your insurance 

policy does cover? Whoõs in charge at your church?  
 

The cost is $50 for the first 3 people from your church. There is no additional cost per church/

charge after the first 3 people have paid.  

Make checks payable to the West Ohio Conference and mail to:  

West Ohio Conference  

Attn: Joy Perry (jperry@wocumcorg)  

LEGAL FORUMñFourteenth Annual  

 
Calling All Creative Arts Performers, Teachers & Childrenôs Pastors! 
One Way Street is delighted to provide training and offer competition opportunities for your 
Puppet Ministry. Itôs all about learning. Workshops include:  
¶ Effective Puppetry in the Church and Classroom 
¶ Basic and Advanced Performance Skills including props, music, lighting 

and sound 
¶ Strengthening or Starting a Puppet Ministry 
¶ Incorporating other creative arts into your ministry  
 

There will be an event near you on October 15-16 in Columbus, Ohio at 
the Grove City Nazarene Church.  
For more information or to register, check out their website at 
www.onewaystreet.com/festival 

PUPPET MINISTRY FESTIVAL  

http://www.onewaystreet.com/category/puppet_festivals



