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From Dennisod Desk

Springtime has always been my favorite season: New growth;

Warmer weather; and Baseball and Softball season! Being here in

the District office with the Athens softball field across the street has
brought back a lot of memories and a deep yearning. I played base-
ball growing up, and coached baseball and softball for 25 years and

10 years at the JV High School level for Belpre and Chillicothe High
School It s in my blood and Fgroomed st

di amond or a game going on that | dorn

Coaching provided a unique and sometimes frustrating experience,
and when the coach is a pastor, there are countless occasions to
reach out to someone who may never make it to a church. From the
outset, I made it clear that our goal was not necessarily to win, but
to be a winner, and over the years I learned some valuable lessons.

1. It is important to treat officials, coaches, my team and their op-
ponents with respect and avoid ridiculing, taunting, or yelling.

2. This is a team game. No one person, no matter how good or bad
is any more or less important to the team.

3. I always tried to remind my team, and myself, to keep a sense
of humor, and to keep things in perspective.

4. 1 tried to model an example of good sportsmanship: winning
without gloating and losing without whining.

(Continued on pagg

Spring District Conferencein May 2

The Foothills District Spring Conference will take place this year on May 2"
from 3:00-5:00 p.m. at The Plains UMC . All clergy and laity are welcome to
attend.

We will take care of some important items such as the 2011 District Budget,
Election of District officers, establishing of the Foothills District Endowment
Fund, recognizing our Lay Speakers, Retirees, those clergy who will be leav-
ing our district, Course of Study Graduates, Ordinands and other special peo-
ple in our midst. We will also highlight issues coming before us at Annual Con-
ference.
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We will also focus most of our time on the vision of our District for the coming
year and the measurable objectives we have chosen in order to get us there.
OQur theme f or t hdormimgdelationshipd (IntbngonafiPsa i t |h
cipleship)o.

We look forward to seeing you there and would pray that you will make it a
priority so that we can make our vision a reality!

Spring District
Conference i May 2
The Plains UMC

3:00-5:00p.m. 2010 West Ohio Annual Conference
June 6-10, 2010 folks from  If there has been a change it Members are asked to
all over West Ohio will Lay Member since submit- chose one workshop for the
West Ohio gather for Annual Confer-  ting information at the morning session and a dif-
Conference ence at Lakeside. Charge Conference or if the ferent workshop for the

Lay Member will be unable afternoon session. You can
to attend and there is no sign up for the workshops
alternate available, please bt online when you register_
sure to let the District Of-

Clergy members and Lay
members have already re-
ceived information regarding

Workshops include:

1)  Educationfi A Bridge the newly implemented sys- fice know so that the most The Book of Reports will be
out of Poverty tem of registering for the up-to-date information is available online in the near
2)  Building Global conference online. Sofar o\ qijaple to those handling future.
Bridges 95 persons from Foothills 6 egistration tables. This  For those persons without

have taken advantage of this
quick and easy way to get
their name included as vot-
ing members. We encour-  Also new this year is the
age the rest of you to get opportunity to participate in

3  Engaging Urban also applies to clergy who  internet capability if you

will be unable to attend. send your white registration
card and your pink work-
shop registration card to
the District Office, we will

Neighborhoods in
Community
Development

4)  Healthcare Systems

Coced i Fa registered soon! a variety of workshops. _
ased in Faith register for you.
5)  Immigration: Human
Rights and Family ) )
Values VIM (Volunteers In Mission) NEWS
6)  Innocence Lost Decatur UMC, West Ohio Cc
Human Trafficking ferencéas just recently dedi-
7)  Reality Check: Is Your cated a trailer for their UMCC(
Congregation Really Early Response Tea'mle
Ready for a Ministry trailer will be for responses t
WITH the Poor natural disasters within the
8)  Recovery Ministries: district and anywhere within |
Connecting Recovery conference and beyond upors
to Christ requesfThe trailer is equippe!
9)  Transforming Lives with a generator, trash pump
Through Prison for removing flood water fron

basements, tarps for covering
roofs from storm damage, to
necessary for debris remova
and all the supplies to make
team totally sslifficienfThe — '
trailer was partially funded  For more VIM news, information, projects and mission feams
through a grant for new minisscheduled for the coming year, go to the Volunteer In Mission
tries from the Foothills D'Str'cl/vebsite atwww.umvimncj.org

Ministry
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Early Response Team Training

Saturday, May 15, 2010 & This classimited to 35 students, will be heldfrom 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
at Maumee United Methodisthurch,
405 Sackett St, Maumee, OH 43537. Coffee and donuts available at 8:30 a.m.

Early Response Teams (ERTS) assist survivors of natural disasters to return to safe, sanitary and functi@nal
homes. Come join us in learning to practice what Jesus preached. Roger Thatcher and Jim Rodgers wil| be
giving the UMCOR certified course to all who wish to attend. Certificate of completion and 1.D. badges will
be issued. This I.D. badge will be required to participate in disaster early relief ministry. All participants rpust
provide a copy of the state fingerprint background check to the conference office prior to issuance of ID
badges.

If you are interested in attending this class, please complete registration form included in the April Foothjlls
newsletter with$25.00 checkto Julie Bassett at the West Ohio Conference, 32 Wesley Blvd., Worthing-
ton, OH 430853585.Checks payable to: West Ohio Annual Conference UMC (ERT in memo line).

SERVE FEST 2010 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
To Leaders of All Churches Will you and the people Kathe King, Rolling Plains

in the Zanesville Area: from your church join us as  y.M. Church
Greetings in the name of \rllveei rﬁﬁg?sﬂl;tztgr?;; 3350 Moxahala Park Rd.
our Lord Jesus ChristFor 9 Zanesville, Ohio 43701

ville? We are meeting to 1-740-453-4192
organize the ServeFest
event and need your in-

the third year, we are invit-
ing Godds peo
Zanesville area to join to-
gether for one day to serve
our community and show

Please come to First Baptisf““ " | '
{ (6] e e I ev

put. The possibilities to Church, 105 S. 5St" to . . .
. pray and plan with us at  .ntentional service

serve Zanesvi )
name are many and we wan 7:00 PM on these dates: and demonstration

v

t ha

Godds |l ove in ) ; :
ways. We believe that this Y ° and your church folks — Tuesday, April 20 of kindness wil
intentional service and dem- {0 be part of it. Tuesday, June 15 change the commu-

onstration of kindness will We have a DVD of some of Tuesday, July 20 nity around us as we

i it Tuesday, August 10, 31 i i i
change the community the activities done for Sat. September 11, do things which will

around us as we do things 2009. If you and your benefit those who
which will benefit those church would like more ServeFest (AM); ive here b
who live here. information please contact: C€lebration, 7:00 PM -
Pastoral Leadership Series i Final Episode

AWor ki ng wit h -Kheyglerdy semidas that was previously scheduled for February

16 has been rescheduled for MAY 12 at Rolling Plains UMC in Zanesville. Brian Law will offer

ideas on how pastors can best equip and encourage the leaders that God has given us in our
churches. The need to experience a sense of fAtjeamo
its outreach. If churches are going to experience vitality then we need to develop the leaders
around us. Be present for this final training session in the series. We will begin at 7:00 p.m.

HERITAGE SUNDAY i May 23, 2010

New Pl aces for New People and Renewing Existinjg Con
Worship materials are available at www.gcah.org or by writing the General Commission on Archives
and History, The United Methodist Church, PO Box 127, 36 Madison Ave., Madison,

New Jersey 07940




District Multi -Age Camp at Otterbein

July 4 -9 the Foothills District will be the host for the weeklong camp at
Otterbein (outside of Logan) that will minister to children entering
grades 3 -5 and 6 -8.

We are looking for adult counselors. You will be required to attend an
8-hour training session and be fingerprinted prior to camp. If you are
willing to help, please contact Joy French at 740 -452-7117 or 740 -453-

To find out more
about camps at

8298 or Bruce Kurtz at 740 -754-2919. Asbury, and to
Activities will include such thingsE)engrtler’gett_a 1U
clay, mountainboarding, the Adventure trail and a Jam Party! There thfgoﬂﬂlgstit'omlcampsl
will also be ti methsWeandsd nBiotHloamest u: ' -
ship.

Come share the love and light of Jesus Christ this summer by volun-
teering!

Friends of Camp Francis Asbury i BBQ May 16

The rededication wor- 1:30. (a suggested could donate a tractor £ c 1
ship service and Bar-B- minimum donation of or if you would make a ementary Camp
Q will be held on Sun-  $7.50 helps support the  donation toward this June 1318

day, May 16. This will ministry of the camp). cause, let Brent at the Junior High Camp
be a great celebration, The camp is in need of Foothills District Office June 2625

fellowship event and know.
also a fund-raiser for
the camp. It would be

great for the lodge to

a 40 horsepower tractor
that can pul Wewould also like help
hog. It does not have to  cleaning up the trails

| Multi-Age Camp
June 27July 2

be new, but one with around camp in May. Intro Cam
I - : ) . p
be full that d_ay. Wor live power is neces- Contact Brent if you are 3,y 911
ship is at 10:30 a.m. & A d . din heloi uly
2:00 p.m. Dinner will be sary. A good one can interested in helping
sérved frbm 11:30- be found for about and then hiking. No Elementary Camp 2
: $2,000 and up. If you date is set yet. July 1116

Opportunity to Help Meigs Co -OP

Every time you search the internet or make a purchase online you could earn dollars for the
Meigs Cooperative Parish. GoodSearch.com is a new ¥pba@red search engine that donates
half of its advertising revenue (about fier search) to the charities its users designate. Use it as

dpité

you would any search engine and watch the donations add up. GoodShop.com is an online shpp-

ping mall that donates up to 30% of each purchase to your favorite cause. Hundreds of great
stores including Amazon, Target, Gap, Best
up with GoodShop and every time you place

Southeastern Ohio.

Download the GoodSearch toolbar and designate Meigs Cooperative Parish as the recipient. ¢

to http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/mode/

Buy,

an

(O


http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/mode/
http://www.foothillsdistrict.org/camps/

(Continued from paijpe

5. When the umpire made a bad call, it wasn’'t w

6. You never take advantage of another team or player. [My standard rule was that as
soon as we were 10 runs ahead we only advanced 1 base — no matter how great a
hit it was. Unfortunately, when we were the underdogs-ot her teams di d
same.]

7. You always play by the rules- even when they seem unfair.

8. Everybody makes mistakes-don’t dwel Fdom’ tt hleent t hem aff e
from them for the next time.

9. When you get hit with the ball, don’t Il et it
ready for the next pitch.

10.You can lose a game and still be a winner, and you can also win a game but end up
a loser.

I had a lot of great memories and life-lessons on the baseball/softball diamond over
my lifetime but one of the most special memories happened three years ago at the al-
tar of the church as an entire family came down to accept Christ, be baptized, and to
join the church. That family came into the church when a college-age daughter be-
came pregnant and the mother decided that they needed to get back to God. Years
earlier, that daughter had been my starting pitcher on a high school softball team, and
when they wanted to seek God they remembered that pastor/coach from years ago.

Life has a lot of lessons to be learned - and we end up playing a lot of games. Some of
them just take up time - some of them teach us. We need to learn to play the game of
life as if every minute—every opportunity is making a difference in our life and the
lives around us.

Is your church playing a game that is reaching out and creating winners — or just play-
ing games? L etans wihithisyganBeafdrIChrist!

) e

Congregational Health Ministry Workshopd May 20-21

Episcopal Retirement Homes and Good Samaritan Hospital, Dayton are co-sponsoring a 2-day
wor kshop called AFrom Vision to PracticeéGrowi
May 20 & 21 at Madison Lakes Learning and Conference Center in Trotwood, Ohio. This workshop
will prepare persons (nurses, health ministers, team members, and congregational leaders) to either
begin this ministry or enhance and already established health ministry program. Participants will ac-
guire a foundation and materials necessary to assess, plan, implement, and grow this ministry in
their faith community. Please obtain a brochure for registration detailson our website at
www.parishhealthministry.com

In Christ

Rhonda Johnson, BSN, RN

ERH Parish Health Ministry Coordinator

937-746-3562

N’ d
ct yo
bot hi
ng an



http://www.parishhealthministry.com/

UTS Offers Certification for Church Professionals

United Seminary, Dayton, OH, is offering church professionals the opportunity to expand and
deepen their ministry skills, with a series of courses designed to meet the needs of busy ordained
and lay congregational staff members who are committed to excellence in their fields.

The UMC Certification process encourages specialized training. Enrollment is a hecessity to qualify
for GBHEM and United scholarships. Specialization and Core courses in the UMC certification pro-
gram are being held during the weeks of June 21 and August 9.

During the June week:

Christian Education: Teaching and Learning

CORE Course: UMC Studies

Youth Ministry: Ministry with Youth

Children's Ministry: The Spiritual Development and Religious Education
of Children

In August:

Music: Music as Ministry

CORE Course: Bible Survey

Older Adults: Theological Perspectives on Aging
Spiritual Formation: Spiritual Disciplines and Prayer

For more information: Contact Dr. Jacqueline Nowak, Director, UMC Cer-
tification studies (jnowak@united.edu, 937.529.2278) or
Thomas Miller, United's Admissions Director (admissions@united.edu, 1.800.322.5817)

Partnering in Transformation Conference

Saturday, May 15 at the Dream Center of Morgan County
Day Session 9:00 a.r:45 p.m. - Evening Session 6:30 p.n8:30 p.m.

Has God given you a vision to reach your community and the area around it with the good news of Jes\:\J/Is
Christ? Does it seem too large a task for you to accomplish? It is! In the opening plenary session, you wjll
1 AAOT EIT x xA TAAA O DPAOOTI AO xEOE 1 OEAOO ET T OAAO O
congregation or individual but about being the Body of Christ, creating spiritual leaders, recognizing the
assets God has placed around us, being good stewards of those resources and seeking to glorify God

above all. You will be inspired and challenged to let God use you where you live!

This conference is offered as a source of ideas, information and inspiration for leaders, staff and volun-
teers of churches and faittbhased and community nomrofit organizations who want to see greater re-
sults in their work of transforming the lives of children, youth and families.

)y 060 A PI AAA 061 AA Aipi xAOAAh O1 OOOAT COEAT Ag
of additional resources and to create opportunities to effect real change so that children, youth, families
and whole communities can achieve their true potential.

m\
o\
O
mh
—

The evening portion of the conference affords the entire community an opportunity to learn about and
help shape a new initiative to make dreams reality.

For information and/or a brochure contact Myra Beers 7462-2679 or MCUMI@embargmail.com
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DEADLINE

Articles for the
newsletter need to
be submitted no
later than the 20th
of each month.
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Congratulations!

The Lay Speaking Basic
class, Basic Refresher uled for the falf

class and two Advanced October 1516 for the
 classes (Leading in PrayerBasic class and Oct, 16 (Central Avenue)

and Christian Storytel- for the Advanced classes.Patty (Jim) Saniisthe death
ling) were held April 910  These willbe held at Theof Pattyos
at Coburn UMC in Plains UMC. Brackenridge.

Zanesville. If you are interested in Al Rhonemou# father of
We wish to congratulate  becoming a Lay Speaker, Sharon Hausman (Somerset)

our new Local Church goto Budy Napiefi father of
Lay Speakers: Connie . foothillsdistrict.org Marcy Purvis (Junction City

and Joyce Smith.
There are classes sched-

Prayer Concerns

Paul Risler Familythe death
of Paul 6s

Driggs, Joyce Dye, Ellen- And read t hechag8§t e t o
Johnson, BryanKarling, Becomi ng a Lay S ker o
Robert Kirkwood and and follow the guidelines

Linda Mesnard. appropriately.

We also commend our
newly Certified Lay
Speakers: Patty Black-
burn, Cleyta Eggiman,
Edgar & Sheena Shrum

A special THANKS to all
our class leaders who
gave of their time to
make the weekend possi-

Fat hdg

f at h

ble.
Mi ssing I n Actionée
: We are missing year -end reports (Tables I, Il & III)
for the following churches:
Cannelville Joppa
Oak Hill Torch

These were due in February. Please help us find
these and get them turned in to the WOC ASAP.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Office Hours: M -F 8:30 a.m.f 4:30 p.m. Lunch 12:00 -1:00 p.m.
E-Mails:

Dennis Mohler, DS A mohler@foothillsdistrict.org

Brent Watson, ADS fi watson@foothillsdistrict.org

Merv Davis, Treasurer/Bookkeeper -treasurer@foothillsdistrict.org
Sherri Rogers, Office Admin. -office@foothillsdistrict.org

Gaylynn Smart fi Co-Lay Leader -layleader@foothillsdistrict.org
Dewey Smith -Co-Lay Leader -layleader@foothillsdistrict.org

Roger Thatcher, Dist. Disaster Response Coordinator  -rwtjct@yahoo.com

—
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