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Celebrating the Smaller Church In Our District

The Southern Charge which is made up of three smaller churches, Carmel-
Sutton, Bethany and Morning Star- hosted a “Deer Hunters/Community
Luncheon”. They serve lunch for a whole week to deer hunters, local resi-
dents and people from all walks of life who come for the food and fellow-
ship. It is a very fruitful ministry to those outside the church.

Smaller Church Ideas...Connecting with your Community

Meet Your Neighbor Night
February 7™, 2012 is set aside as “Greet Your Neighbor Day”. Your church can reach out to your
neighborhood by holding a special "social night" for the whole community. Invite folks from around

your church building to be a part of this "get acquainted" event. You can provide a simple meal, wel-
come any new residents, let folks introduce themselves to each other and send cookies home with
your neighbors. This is also a great opportunity for the church to ask neighbors what ideas they
have for enriching the community and how the church can play a part in it.

SMALLER CHURCH PASTORAL RETREAT 2012
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Our annual retreat for

. » Supply Pastors
SMALL IS BIG! - The Transforming »  Part-Time Local Pastors

Influence of the Smaller Church » Pastors serving churches under 50 in
March 24th (10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.) worship attendance

will begin immediately following the Smaller

All Pastors and Laity in our Smaller Churches Church Leadership Conference on March

are invited! 24th at 3:00 p.m. and will run through March
_ o 25th at 11:30 a.m. also at The Comfort Inn
Main Speaker: Brandon O’Brien and Conference Center in Marietta.

Workshops will include:

Creative & Meaningful Worship Webmaster Needed

¢
+ Investing in Spiritual Lay Leaders The Foothills District is looking for an individual
+ Equipping Leaders for a Multi-Site who would be willing to take over the mainte-
Ministry nance of the district website. Our current Web-
master is looking to “retire” from this responsi-
Location: The Comfort Inn and Conference bility, but would be willing to show someone
Center in historic Marietta, Ohio. the ropes, so to speak.

Cost includes event and lunch and is $15 per If you would be interested in volunteering for
person or $35 per group of 3 or more. this task, please contact Brent at the District
Office by phone or e-mail.
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Let Freedom Ring!

Let those Christmas Bells Ring!

Our District Advent Mission Theme is to “Let Freedom Ring!” We will
literally be taking a church bell from the Foothills District to high in the
Sierra Madre mountains to the Lily of the Valley Church in Casillas,
Mexico so the freedom we know in Jesus Christ can be heard loud
and clear by this mission church to the area.

We are asking each church to take a special Christmas offering to
help us get the bell up the mountain and to install it. This church is
truly ringing out the hope and truth found in Christ and we hope to be
able to help them in their mission.

You can send your offerings to the District Office, marked “Freedom.”
The Foothills District has been able to reach out to the tribes of people living in that area
through our support and work. What a privilege it is to be in service around the world.

District Work-Trip to Casillas, Mexico & Refuge of Peace Methodist Church

The Foothills District is planning our second work trip back to the Oriental Conference in Mexico. Plans are
currently being worked out. Here is what we know at this time:

Dates: February 12-17, 2012

Projects: We will have two teams. One team will travel up the mountain to Casillas to install the Foothills Dis-
trict Bell and to work on other projects as needed. The second team will work on a new site for us - “Iglesia
Metodista Refugio de Paz” (Refuge of Peace Methodist Church) in Guadalupe, Nuevo Leon. We will be helping
in the construction of their church building.

Cost: ? We are anticipating $800-$1000 depending on airfare at the time.

Who Can Go: This will be open to all pastors and lay persons in the District. Anyone under 18 will need to be
accompanied by a parent or someone to act as a guardian.

Reservations: If you are interested or thinking of going- please let the District office know so that we can in-
clude you as details continue to emerge.

Full details will be sent out in a couple of weeks. Please be prayerful as to whether God may be calling you
into this mission.




PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE TRAINING COMING IN JANUARY!

One of the key ingredients of a vibrant, healthy church is the relationship between the pastor/staff and
the congregation. The pastor, staff and laity team is fundamental to living out the vision and mission God
has for the church. Yet we often don’t spend much time reflecting about and thinking through how to
make sure we are in synch with one another. At the heart of this matter is the Pastor Parish Relations
committee and how it functions. Its ability to deal with the essentials in a congregation can either help the
church be fruitful in ministry or lead to its stagnation or decline.

THEREFORE, we want to invite every PPRC Chairperson and every PPRC member to come to one of
two trainings this January.

January 23" from 7:00-8:30 p.m. at the South Zanesville UMC in Zanesville
Or

January 25™ from 7:00-8:30 p.m. at the Richland UMC in Athens

We hope to see you there!!

DISTRICT VISIT TO YOUR PPRC

" The Foothills District is interested in helping all of our churches whose worship at-
tendance is under 5o.

s \We would love to spend some time with your church’s Pastor Parish Relations Com-
mittee in order to talk about the importance of its role and about the church’s vision
and mission.

Please contact Brent if you would like a visit to your next PPR meeting. He would love
to come!

SMALLER CHURCH WORKSHOP

““Recruiting and Training Lay Speakers in Our Smaller Congregations”
February 7" at 7:00 p.m. at the Crooksville First Hope UMC

Do you realize how many of the smaller churches in the Foothills District encourage people in their con-
gregations to become lay speakers? Quite a few! And our district continues to need more! How exciting
it is to see our lay speakers active in the ministry of their local church and community as well as our cer-
tified lay speakers being used in other churches.

Do you realize how many of the smaller churches in our District have nurtured their lay speakers and

sent them out into pastoral ministry? Quite a few! Our District is blessed by our Supply pastors, Part-

time Local pastors, Full-time Local Pastors and Associate Member Pastors who have faithfully served
our churches. We thank God for them!

It is critical that our smaller congregations continue to see themselves as training grounds for present
and future lay speakers and pastors. You (Pastors/Laity) are invited to come to this workshop so that
you can continue to create an atmosphere in your church where people hear the call to ministry!
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Generous Giver Stewardship Training
Saturday, January 14, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Logan Trinity UMC, 105 W. Hunter Street, Logan, Ohio

Jesus called us to grow Stewardship Capacity as one of the basics of following Him. Since
Jesus intentionally talked so much about money, the Church ought to be having the same
conversations.

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope
in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with eve-
rything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be
generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.” 1 Timo-
thy 6:17-19 (New International Version)

Stewardship was one of Jesus’ greatest teachings to Christians and yet most of our
churches are struggling or not doing anything to cultivate an atmosphere of stewardship.
This training, led by Joseph Bishman, DS of the Shawnee Valley District, is a proven way of
creating an attitude of stewardship in your congregation. It is not a ‘one-time’ gimmick, but
will teach you how to apply these principles in your own life and then create a year-round
emphasis around being the church and funding it faithfully.

This training is being used in many churches in the Conference with Break-Through Miracle
results. This is guaranteed to help your church fund its mission.

Pastors and 2-3 key lay leaders need to attend. Please RSVP to the District Office at 888-
868-1225 by January 6, 2012. At that time you will be sent the list of information to gather to
bring with you - it is imperative that you come prepared on the 14",

throughout our District. We come alongside our Cooperative Ministries, Local Church
Ministries and Community Ministries as an outreach from our local churches. If you

would like to be supportive of ministry throughout this region then please consider giv-
ing a gift to the Foothills District which is solely designated to Mission Projects within

~ the District.
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Hotdogs, Hayrides and Holy Ghost Stories

On Sunday October 30" 2011, The Gratiot United Methodist Church held its’ annual Harvest Cele-
bration. The congregation invited the entire community to a hot dog roast around a roaring fire, with
potluck, smores and fresh apple cider. After the meal everyone piled into the hay wagon for a hayride
around the village. And just as the sun set in the West, the hay wagon stopped in front of the church
storage barn which had been transformed into a theater named “The Spooky Old Barn”. Story tellers
Randy and Melanie Hall entertained the guests with original ghost stories told to the audience through
Characters such as “Juggbutt” the scarecrow, “Digby” the grave Digger and last but not least
“Preacher’s Head in the Box.” The evening ended with a short sermonette telling everyone of the
precious Ghost story of the Holy Spirit.

The event was a great success and provided community families a wholesome alternative to tradi-
tional “Haunted Houses” where participants are scared by masked characters chasing them with
chainsaws.

Gratiot Church plans to hold other community events such as this to re-connect the church to the
community.

Rural Fellowship—West Ohio Conference

Our mission is to—Inspire...Celebrate...Resource...and Give Voice to town and country churches in our Confer-
ence.

If you would like to be involved in this network of churches, please contact John Gilmore at budddg@gmail.com or
call at 1-937-551-3061 or contact Brent at the district office.

Coaches for Pastors of Smaller Churches

As a pastor, have you ever wanted another seasoned pastor to talk with about church issues?

Have you ever struggled with some practical aspect of your ministry and would love to have
another pastor with whom to share your ideas?

The district has some “wise” pastors who would love to come alongside you to encourage and
help. They also understand smaller churches because they serve them.

Please let Brent know if you would like a coach!
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Volunteers In Mission (VIM) Team to Nicaragua

A VIM team to the Managua, Nicaragua barrio of Nejapa is scheduled for June 15-23, 2012. Applica-
tions are now being accepted. The team will work with the Fundacion El Samaritano ministry and the
Nicaragua Methodist Evangelical Church on various projects. There may be light school construction/
maintenance, also hospital visitations with donations of layettes, health kits and toys (maternity, pedi-
atric, women's oncology), Bible school presentations, child feeding program, neighborhood visita-
tions, and visits to other ministries. Time will be available for worship in the Nejapa community, sight-
seeing and shopping. The cost is estimated to be $1,300 per person plus materials for layettes/health
kits/toys. An informative brochure and application are available from the team leader, Jack Reif, at
jack.reif@zoomtown.com or phone 513/831-5550.

SOUTHEAST OHIO
VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION (VIM)

UM Appalachia Ministry Network Spring Grant Application
*UMAMN Grant Funds are made possible by the GBGM General Advance # 982039-6
Application Guidelines:

Application must be received by the cycle deadline to be considered (DUE: February 1%, 2012)
Maximum grant $2,500.00

Grants_cannot be used for agency/ministry operating expenses but may be used for non
agency/ministry resource persons;

Grants must be used for projects within the geographic region of Appalachia or projects that serve a
majority of Appalachian people.

Priority will be given to applications addressing causes and barriers related to hunger and poverty.
Project must be church-related—Ilocal, district, conference, or ecumenical.

Additional Limitations:

Projects may be approved only once during a twelve (12) month period

Projects may be funded a maximum of three years (total)

General Advance Special ministries may receive funding for new and emerging projects only.

Please Contact Brent Watson at the Foothills District office for an application
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Leadership Development
The Foothills District is striving to help pastoral and lay leaders of all our churches - large and small -
to be the most effective, fruitful leaders they can be. We want to make you aware of the opportunity
to give a monetary gift to the District that is designated for Leadership Development. If you believe
in helping to raise up spiritual leaders in our region then please consider giving a gift to the Foothills

District designated for Leadership Development. Thank you!

FIELD TRIP ANYONE?

e Have you ever wondered what the worship service is line in other smaller

churches?
e  Would you like to talk with other lay leaders from other smaller congrega-

tions in your region?
e  Would you like to see the creative ministry ideas that are happening in other

churches?

YOU ARE INVITED TO GO ON A SUNDAY MORNING FIELD TRIP WITH
BRENT AND A DISCUSSION ON LEADERSHIP AFTERWARDS.

«

J
Please contact Brent at the district office if interested. :
| 4 —

Are you being called??? Supply Pastor Training...

The Foothills District is always looking for potential Supply Pastors—Lay people who are experienc-
ing a call to pastoral ministry that they would like to explore.

Our goal is to create a pool of potential Supply Pastors throughout our District who are trained and
prepared to step into a local church as a pastor.

Are you sensing that call? Please contact Brent about your interest.

LIFEWELL NEEDS...

The Lifewell Free Store in Zanesville, Ohio has over 100 shoppers daily in 3 hours!

The Free Store needs CLEAN GENTLY USED---
X COATS

X SOCKS

X GLOVES

X LONG SLEEVED ITEMS

X SWEATSHIRTS FOR ALL SIZES FROM INFANT TO MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN)
% BLANKETS

Contact Marilyn Moody at Zanesville First UMC at 740-452-71 17 or zanesfirstumc@sbcglobal.net




FOOTHILLS DISTRICT
UMC

“EVERY CHURCH A
MISSION STATION --
EVERY COMMUNITY A
MISSION FIELD”

PO Box 67
47 Johnson Rd.
The Plains, OH 45780-0067

Phone: 888-868-1225
Fax: 740-797-4582
E-mail: office@foothillsdistrict.org

Check us out on the Web:

www.foothillsdistrict.org

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Condolences to:

Rev. Greg Inboden of Dresden on the death of his father
Janet Colvin on the death of Rev. Gale (Skip) Colvin

Rev. Mary Perani on the death of her father

Rev. Bill & Sandra Shepler on the death of their son

Youth Director Position

Christ United Methodist Church in Bal-
timore, Ohio is seeking a mature, en-
ergetic person with a deep love for
Christ and a passion for sharing Christ
with middle school and high school
youth in the area. The part time (20
hours per week) youth director will
plan, coordinate, and oversee youth
ministries at the church that reach out
to and connect with youth in the com-
munity.

Please go to the church website
(www.christum-baltimore.com)
for more information, the ministry de-
scription, and an application. If you
have questions, please contact the
church office at 740-862-4343 or

christbaltimore@hotmail.com

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Overhead Projector

Do you have an old overhead
projector sitting in the basement
or closet that no one ever uses
anymore? Immanuel UMC in
Logan has use for one if you have
one that you are willing to part
with. Please contact Immanuel at
740-385-4136.

Office Hours: M-F 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. Lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m.

E-Mails:

Office—office@foothillsdistrict.org

Dennis Mohler, DS—Mohler@foothillsdistrict.org

Brent Watson, ADS—Watson@foothillsdistrict.org

Merv Davis, Treasurer/Bookkeeper-treasurer@foothillsdistrict.org

Sherri Rogers, Office Admin.-rogers@foothillsdistrict.org

Todd Hines, Lay Leader-layleader@foothillsdistrict.org

Roger Thatcher, Dist. Disaster Response Coordinator-rwtjct@yahoo.com
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