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Cold Welcome i

Cathy and | attended a family wedding on the ‘p :
other side of the state. The next morning we by
attended worship at a church near us. The music
was wonderful. The preaching was outstanding.

The hospitality was cold. Only one person spoke to
us after the service. She was most gracious.

No one welcomed us at the door. We had not
been in the building before and had to search to find
the sanctuary. No one handed us a bulletin. We
found a stack in a window sill. We received a form
letter from the senior pastor whom | knew was on
vacation.

| was disappointed, and | have been
attending churches all of my life. Can you imagine
how someone who has never attended church might
feel?

When Dr. Luke describes the early church in
Acts 2, their behavior reveals warmth, welcome, and winsomeness. When Pentecost
came, they did not remain in the upper room and wait for visitors to show up. They
burst out into the streets to share the good news. They invited people into their homes.
They shared meals. They prayed for each other. They helped each other with their
needs.

The fruit of baptisms and new members comes when we open our arms and our
hearts to people who are weary and wounded by life. The fruit of Acts 2 grows when we
cultivate warm and welcoming relationships.

Many church leaders ask, “Why don’t they come?” People outside the church
are asking the same question, “If the church really cares, why don’t they come?”

How is your church doing on radical hospitality?

- Tom

NEWS
Church Builders Club Targets Living Faith

Bishop Ough has announced the next Church Builders Club call is for Living Faith near
Vincent in the Foothills District. They are a new church start begun in 1999, positioned
to address the growth in Washington County expected due to the completion of the
Blannerhasset Bridge bypassing Parkersburg. They are hoping to break ground on a
new facility soon.



Each member of the Church Builders Club pledges at least $25 per call for 2-3
calls per year to assist churches selected by the Bishop and Cabinet who are
implementing plans for growth and expansion of ministries. 100% of your gifts go to the
target church. Administrative costs are covered by your apportionments. To give to
Living Faith, check out the conference web site:
www.westohioumc.org/page.asp?PKValue=1181 or contact the District Office. We'll
send you a brochure.

Syracuse Charge Builds New Church

The Syracuse Charge — Asbury, Forest Run, and Minersville — in Meigs County
has raised $13,400 to build a new church, a new parsonage, and provide Bibles for the
North Katanga Conference. Pastor Bob Robinson explains that they have been working
on this project for several months. Gaston and Jeane Ntambo visited the churches in
June while traveling among partner conferences.

Gaston Ntambo is the son of Bishop Ntambo of the North Katanga Conference in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo. He is also the sole pilot of Wings of the
Morning, providing emergency flights for medical needs throughout the country. Jeane
provides ground support and weather information, since there are no government
services for these needs in most of the country.

Gaston and Jeane would like to purchase a slightly larger plane that will hold
more patients and require less expensive fuel. For the many people in isolated villages,
this is their only hope in times of medical crisis.

Can the Foothills District match the Syracuse Charge with a $13,400
contribution to Wings of the Morning to help buy this new plane? For more info, check
out www.northkatangaumc.org/wingsmorn.html.

Currently, on any average Sunday more than 10,000 people attend worship in
Foothills District Churches. Would each church send $1 for each person in attendance
by the end of 2007? Send it to the Foothills District Office marked WINGS, and we can
help relieve real suffering for people who need our help most. More information will
come at the precharge conference briefings.

Basic Administration Class

On Aug 22 Brent Watson and Sherri Rogers are leading a class on basic church
administration relating to year-end reports, audits, charge conference forms, email
communications, etc. Pastors who struggle with these tasks are receiving “special”
invitations to attend. Lay persons who may assist with these tasks are welcome to
attend as well. There is no cost to the class, but reservations are needed. Contact
Sherri: 740.797.4581 or office @foothillsdistrict.org

Did you know?

e Members of the United Methodist Church can join the West Ohio United
Methodist Credit Union. Membership is easy. The Credit Union offers checking,
home banking, savings & certificate accounts, money market accounts, atm
access, loans, and credit cards. For more info, check out www.umethodist.com
or call 800.373.1059.

e Recent newspaper headlines said, "Ohio Lottery Reports Increase In Sales,
Funds To Schools." Hopefully, at some point, Ohioans will began to realize that
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an increase in lottery profits doesn't provide additional dollars to local school
districts. An increase in lottery profits only replaces already allocated funds. In
addition, many people are not aware that, according to an Ohio Department of
Education official, lottery profits account for less than 6 percent of local, state and
federal funds spent on public education in Ohio. All news media should include
this information when reporting that an increase in lottery profits benefit schools!

e General Board of Pensions is hosting a Clergy Benefits Academy, Ann Arbor,
Nov 5-7, 2007, for clergy of any age who want to learn more about the pension
program or your own personal pension benefits. For more info, check out
www.gboph.org and click on “Events and Education.”

e The Meigs Cooperative Parish has the following available: Electric Stove with 10
Burners (Suggested donation at least $50) and a Convection Oven (Suggested
donation at least $50)

SFTBHT

Are you taking a special offering for “Strength for Today and Bright Hope for Tomorrow”
this fall? Would you like bulletin inserts to interpret the significance of this mission?
The District Office will send you a digital copy via email in the next few weeks. Pick a
Sunday of your choice and share the ministry with your congregation.

Free Store Offers Hospitality Training

First UMC, Zanesville invites pastors and lay leadership to join in the fun of
discovery as you learn ways your congregation can live even more passionately
Jesus’ ministry of radical hospitality in the 21st century. Rev. Brenda Buckwell
Lifland will guide us through this time as we experience Benedictine spirituality of
hospitality and rethink intimacy, community and small groups within congregations.
RSVP by August 1, 2007 by calling (740) 452-7117 or emailing
zanesfirstumc@sbcglobal.net

Cost: Please bring a “new item” donation to benefit the Free Store. Suggested
Items: linens, cleaning supplies, personal hygiene items, kitchen pans, dishes,
glassware.

Did you know?
The Conference Council on Development now offers fund management for churches
with endowment funds, parsonage escrows, or other types of long term investments.

In addition, the Council on Development can help a local church process gifts of
securities and estates for a local church. They will receive gifts, assess the value of the
gift, provide a receipt to the donor, liquidate the gift, pay the commission (brokerage
fee), and remit the proceeds for its intended use.

Typically, the donor can designate through the Council on Development these gifts for
any United Methodist purpose including their local church for things such as: the
Operating Fund, Building Fund, and Endowment Fund.

For more info, contact Greg Traucht, gtraucht@wocumc.org or 800.437.0028.
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Ethics Training Makeup

For pastors who did not attend the Ethics Training at Clergy Session, there is a make up
session in the Foothills District on Sat Sept 15, 9:30 am — 12 noon @ Logan Immanuel.
Rev. Cean Wilson will lead a team of trainers to raise our awareness and develop skills
for developing healthy and safe relationships within the church. All pastors who did not
attend in May are expected to attend. Staff members and lay volunteers are welcome.
For more info, contact your friendly neighborhood District Office.

Apportionment Giving Up

Recent reports from Rev. Stan Sutton, Conference Treasurer, indicates that churches
are giving generously and faithfully to the connectional ministries of the conference.
Due to the hard work of many church leaders and the cost containment of realignment,
the conference is re-establishing financial stability once again. The Foothills District
leads the league with 36 churches who have already paid their conference
apportionments in full. Thanks for your hard work and faithful giving.

Revitalizing Small Membership & Rural Churches

Methodist Theological School presents the 6™ Annual Mission and Evangelism Institute,
Sept 30-Oct 2, 2007, on the Delaware, Ohio, campus. Featured speakers include:
Julia Wallace, Director of Small-Membership Church and Shared Ministries for the
General Board of Discipleship, and Robert Tannehill, Emeritus Academic Dean at
MTSO. For more info, contact Dr. Joon-Sik Park: jpark@mtso.edu or 740.362.3367 or
check out www.mtso.edu.

Leadership Institute Oct 4-6, 2007

Church of the Resurrection features Adam Hamilton at the Leadership Institute. If you
enjoyed his teaching at annual conference, check out the website: www.cor.org/catalyst

Will You Hear Me Now?

The West Ohio Unity Task Force is sponsoring a conversation about homosexuality and
the church on Friday, Oct 12, 9 am — 4 pm at Methodist Theological School of Ohio
north of Columbus. Thomas W. Porter, Exec Director of JUSTPEACE Center for
Mediation and Conflict Transformation will facilitate the proceedings. Our own Rev.
Paul Risler is one of the afternoon presenters. This event is limited to 200 persons. For
more info, contact Grace Gerber, 800.437.0028 or ggerber@wocumc.org.

Foothills District Shirts Available

You can purchase shirts, hats, and a variety of other items with the Foothills District
logo on them through www.queensboro.com. You will need to open your account and
select your own items of interest. Ask for logo number 11044157. You can advertise
the Foothills District wherever you go!

Congratulations

Maribeth Snyder, pastor at Cannelville, gave birth to a son, Caleb Paul, on June 7, 07.
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District Golf Outing

The 19™ Annual District Golf Outing is scheduled for Oct 2, 9 am tee time, shot gun start
at Eagle Sticks in South Zanesville. Cost is $35 per player which include green fees,
cart, continental breakfast, and prizes. Send your checks and teams to Merv Davis at
the District Office. Make checks payable to the Foothills District. FORE!

Wanted

Grace United Methodist Church, an urban congregation serving a diverse neighborhood
and congregation in Dayton, Ohio -- is seeking candidates for the position of Director of
Children's Ministries. This is a part-time position. Interested parties should contact

Pastor Marla Brown via telephone at 937-278-4731 or e-mail at marla@graceumc.com.

UPCOMING DATES
Brent’'s Breakfasts

Brent and Tom are meeting for breakfast with whoever wants to show up. There
IS no set agenda. It is an opportunity to pick each other’s brains. It is purely voluntary.
You can attend as many as you want. You are responsible for the cost of your own
breakfast. All breakfasts are scheduled to start at 8 am. Here are the dates and places:

Aug. 14 — East Perry Co., Crooksville area — Hunter’'s Run at 6 mile turn
Aug. 28 — South Athens Co. at Bob Evans in Athens
Sept. 4 — East Hocking Co. — at Lori’s in Logan

August 22, 2007 Basic Administration Class @ District Office, 4:30 pm
July 22-28, 2007 Local Pastors School at Widewater Retreat Center
Sept 15, 2007 Sexual Ethics Make-up Day

Sept 29, 2007 Make a Difference Day at The Plains

Oct 2, 2007 District Golf Outing @ Eagle Sticks, Zanesville, $35 per player.

Oct 3, 2007 Bishop Ough @ First anniversary of Lifewell Free Store at
Zanesville First

Oct 6, 2007 Festival of Sharing at Otterbein College

Oct 7, 2007 Bishop Ough @ Meigs County Coop

Nov 27, 2007 Treasurer’s Training by Stan Sutton, place to be announced

Precharge Conference Briefings

(These are mandatory for pastors. Lay persons are welcome. Pick the time and place
convenient for you.)

Aug 14, Tues10 am Zanesville Faith

Aug 15, Wed 6:30 pm Logan Immanuel
Aug 18, Sat 10 am Moxahala

Aug 20, Mon 3 pm Tunnel

Aug 20, Mon 6:30 pm Athens Richland
Aug 22, Wed 3 pm District Office

IMPORTANT ADDRESSES
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Foothills District: Physical address- 47 Johnson Rd., The Plains, Ohio, 43780
Mailing address- P.O. Box 67, The Plains, Ohio, 43780-0067
Website: www.foothillsdistrict.org

Email: Tom Hanover- hanover@foothillsdistrict.org
Brent Watson- watson@foothillsdistrict.org
Office- office@foothillsdistrict.org

Every Church a Mission Station * Every Community a Mission Field
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